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Opus Dei rushing paper 
to refute ‘Da Vinci Code’ 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


A CATHOLIC INFORMATION CENTER OPERATED 
by some Opus Dei members is rushing a publica- 
tion to parry the perceived attack on the Christian. 
faith in the movie "Da Vinci Code" before its re- 
lease later this month, 

The Theological Centrum, which disseminates 
information on doctrines in an attempt to help 
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AIDS issue prompts Pope 
to review ban on condoms 


ROME—EVEN IN THE VATICAN, NOT ALL SACRED 
belle are absolute: Thou shalt not kil, but war can 
be just. 

Now, behind the Vatican's quiet walls, a clash. 
is shaping up involving two poles of near abso- 
ute certainty—the Roman Catholic Church's 
long-held ban on condoms and its advocacy of 
human life. 

The issue Is AIDS. Church officials recently 
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3 СМА men snub Senate 


"à Enrile tells execs: ‘The hell with you’ 


SENATORS Juan Ponce Enrile (left) and Ralph Recto fume after two Cabinet secretaries failed to show up. 


ata Senate hearing yesterday. 


By Alcuin Papa, Philip C. Tubeza 
and Michael Lim Ubac 


PRESIDENT — MACAPAGAL-AR- 
royo does not understand or ap- 
preciate the role of press freedom. 
in Philippine society, the Freedom 


Gringo sent 
surrender 
feelers, says 
Pimentel 


By Juliet Labog-avellana. 


FORMER SEN. GREGORIO HONASAN HAS 
sent feelers he is willing to face the music ifhe 
is assured of a fair shake, Senate Minority 
Leader Aquilino Pimentel Jr. said yesterday. 

Pimentel said Honasan sent him four text 
messages last week asking for his help in deal- 
ing with the rebellion case filed against him 
for his alleged participation in a plot to unseat 
President Macapagal-Arroyo. 

"Asa former colleague, Гат prepared to as- 
sist him in all legal avenues so he'll get a fair 
deal with the government," Pimentel said in 
an interview with the INQUIRER. “I will try to 
help out by way of determining whether or 
not Gringo can surface and face his accusers.” 

He said Honasan had apparently gone into 
hiding because the government had been 
treating him as ifhe were already convicted of 
the charges against him. Pointing out that re- 
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Fund for Filipino Journalists (FF- 
FJ) said yesterday. 

Ina strongly worded statement 
sent to the INQumem ahead: of 
World Press Freedom Day today, 
the group said Filipino journalists 
still had “reason to worry” de- 


By Juliet Labog-Javellana 


TWO CABINET OFFI- 
cials and a bureau head 
yesterday snubbed a 
Senate hearing in what 
appeared to be a dis- 
play of Malacafiang’s 
defiant stance on Exec- 
utive Order No. 464. 

Sen, Juan Ponce Enrile fumed 
when Finance Secretary Margari- 
to Teves, Trade Secretary Peter 
Favila and Internal Revenue 
Commissioner Jose Bufiag failed 
to show up at the hearing of the 
Senate ways and means commit- 
tee chaired by Sen. Ralph Recto. 

“We're not calling you [for our- 


ROGERMAIGALO. 


Media group says GMA doesn't understand 


spite the lifting of Presidential 
Proclamation No. 1017, which 
imposed a weeklong state of na- 
tional emergency in February. 

Tt said the Arroyo administra- 
tion had "failed to take strong 
steps to stop violence against 


journalists and media practition- 
ers who work in the community 
press," and pointed out that in 
2005 alone, seven journalists 
were killed without any of the as- 
sailants landing in jail. 

"Clearly, the actions of Presi- 


selves] as Enrile and Recto. We're 


calling you as represe 


‘our people to hear from you [how 
to solve] the problems of the 
country. And if you don't want it, 
the hell with you!” Enrile said. 


Recto wondered 


press role 


dent Arroyo reflect her failure to 


FAVILA 


three officials were, noting that it 
was the first Senate hearing to be 
held since the Supreme Court de- 
clared unconstitutional portions 
of President Macapagal-Arroyo's 
controversial order barring gov- 
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entatives of 


where the 


House 
bent on 


understand and appreciate press 


freedom as a core value of Philip- 
pine society. The pressure exerted 


on [Probe Productions and the 


Philippine Center for Investiga- 


legislating 
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US IMMIGRANTS! BOYCOTT: Students display flags 
More than one million immigrants and their supporters across the 
schools and businesses to demand reforms and help mi 


Wr 


of their home countries along Wilshire Boulevard in Los Angeles Monday. — | 
United States staged a one-day nationwide strike and boycott of | 
ns of illegal workers gain legal status. (Story in The World, Page A28.) 


pay hike 


ael Lim Ubac 


and Christine O. Avendaño 


‘TWO KEY HOUSE LEADERS YES- 
terday said the chamber was bent 
on legislating a wage increase de- 
spite President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo's statement leaving it up to 
the regional wage boards to de- 
cide on the workers’ long-running 
demand for across-the-board pay 
hikes. 

House Majority Leader Pros- 
pero Nograles and Rep. Roseller 
Barinaga of Zamboanga del 
Norte, chair of the House com- 
mittee on labor and employment, 
said a wage increase was impera- 
tive to cushion the impact of surg- 
ing oll prices on consumers. 

‘Some House members ap- 
peared to favor action by the 
wage boards but Nograles and 
Barinaga were expected to play a 
pivotal role on the issue because 
of their key positions in the 
House. 

Labor Secretary Patricia Sto. 
Tomas yesterday said that despite 
the prescribed one-year interval 
between wage hikes, the wage 
boards could grant an increase 
even before the one-year period s 
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La Mesa housing project pits 
environmentalists vs workers 


By Volt Contreras and Philip C. Тиреза 


AFTER WAITING ALMOST FOUR DECADES, 
close to 1,500 families may finally build their 
dream homes and live together as neighbors 
on some prime real estate. 

But this future community is now seen as “a 
serious threat" to the water supply of 12 mil- 
lion other residents of Metro Manila and 
nearby towns. 

Tor the country's leading environmental- 
ists, this prospect is simply hard to swallow. 

‘A coalition led by ABS-CBN Foundation 
Inc's Bantay Kalikasan yesterday launched a 
campaign to block a Supreme Court-ap- 
proved housing project “within” the La Mesa 
watershed, the main source of drinking water 
for the capital's 12 million residents. 

"The project stands to benefit at least 1,411 
employees of the old National Waterworks 
and Sewerage Administration (Nawasa) who 
were granted rights to the land back in 1968. 
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Nawasa was the forerunner of todays 
Metropolitan Waterworks and Sewerage Sys- 
tem (MWSS). 

In a press conference in Makati City yester- 
day, AFI managing director Gina Lopez said 
the “Save the La Mesa Coalition” was not 
questioning the housing project per se, but 
only the location chosen by the MWSS. 

Warning that the planned homes could 
send pollutants “downstream” into the La 
Mesa reservoir, the group hopes to either stop 
the issuance of environmental permits for the. 
project or sway the SC into recalling the rul- 
ing that green-lighted the project in 1975. 

А University of the Philippines professor, a 
guest at the press conference, said he was 
originally asked by the MWSS to study ways 
to "mitigate" the environmental impact of the. 
project. Ultimately, he recommended that the 
project be shelved. 

"The housing project granted a 58-hectare 
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Dry season over soon, says Pagasa 


SATIRE ENE 


YOUNG boys be: 
the sweltering 
summer heat by 


cooling themselves 
under a bucket and a 


water pump on t 


UP Diliman campus 


in Quezon City. 


By Norman Bordadora 


‘THE DAYS ARE STILL UNBEARABLY 
hot, but according to the weather bu- 
reau summer is officially on its way out. 

Infact, the country should prepare for 
the start of the rainy season in the sec- 
ond half of May, a senior meteorologist 
said yesterday. 

Nathaniel Cruz, head of the weather 
branch of the Philippine Atmospheric, 
Geophysical and Astronomical Services 
‘Administration (Pagasa), said thatal- 
though the La Niña weather pattern in 
the country was nearly over, "we should. 
be prepared for the coming of the rainy 

at season which will start in the second half 
of May (and last] until September.” 

La Niña, which is associated with in- 
creased rainfall, storms and flooding in 
most parts of Asia, was felt in the Philip- 
pines from December till March. During 
that time, most parts of the Philippines 
experienced above average rainfall, 
Cruz said. 


he 


JonvtoNDoC 


sO ARCU ICI 


DRY SEASON) AIO 
лога 


a 


nm 


WEATHER FORECAST 
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Second F 


to Polk St., finally 


By Nelson E. Flores 


THE SANDIGANBAYAN SPECIAL DIVISION YESTERDAY 
granted deposed President Joseph Estrada's request fora 
leave from house arrest to attend his mother's 101st birth- 
day at his Polk Street residence in San Juan. 


and Protection Office Director Chief. 
Supt. Edgardo Doromal to coordi- 
mate all security measures with 
Sandiganbayan Chief Sheriff Edgar- 
do Urieta. 

Lomibao, Doromal and Urieta 
were likewise ordered to ensure that 
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This marks the first time that 
Estrada will set foot on his residence 
since he was arrested on April 25, 
2001. His several attempts to go to 
Polk St. in the past even for a brief 
period failed and were vehemently 
opposed. 

The antigraft court, which is try- 
ing Estrada's cases, however, re- 
jected his request to undergo a den- 
tal check-up at the Asian Hospital 
in Muntinlupa scheduled for to- 
morrow. He was also barred from 
giving any press interviews while 
he was out. 

Іа a two-page resolution, the 
Sandiganbayan allowed Estrada to 
leave his detention center in Tanay, 


Rizal at 7 a.m. today and proceed di- 
rectly to No. 1 Polk St., North Green- 
hills where his mother, Dofia Mary 
Ejercito, would celebrate her birth- 
day. He was allowed to stay until 10 
pm. 

Sandiganbayan Presiding Justice 
and Special Division chair Teresita 
Leonardo de Castro and Associate 
Justices Francisco Villaruz Jr, and 
Diosdado Peralta agreed to Estrada's 
request after Special Prosecutor Den- 
nis Villa-Ignacio and the Philippine 
National Police (PNP) interposed no 
objections. 

Tn its order, the antigraft court or- 
dered the PNP Director General Ar- 
turo Lomibao, PNP-Police Security 


Estrada be immediately returned to 
Tanay at 10 p.m. today; to take con- 
trol and supervise all visitors; to regu- 
late the use of communications and 
electronic devices such as cell phones 
by Estrada and those within his im- 
mediate vicinity while at his Polk 
Street residence; and to disallow me- 
dia interviews except upon order of 
the court. 

The Sandiganbayan had to reset · 
the hearing of Estrada's cases sched- 
uled today to Friday, May 5 due to the 
former President's visit to his ailing 
mother 

In junking Estrada’s request to 
see his dentist, the court took into 
account the objection of the PNR 
which cited lack of sufficient time 
to thresh out all security concerns. 

With AFP 
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ESTRADA kisses his mother on her 100th birthday last year. 


Metro terror threat down — PNP 


Searching for the American Dream? 


We have answers to all of your 
U.S. immigration questions. 


* more than 25 years of experience. 
< committed to excellence 
= backed by a (eam of immigration 
‘experts and professionals 
= practice devoted exclusively to 
migration and nationality laws 


We make success stories happen every day. 


CALL US NOW TOLL-FREE (No long distance charges) 
1-800-10-7733-837 
(for Manila Residents) (2) 759-6777 
or visit our website www.rreeves.com 
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THE PRE-LABOR DAY POLICE RAID IN A SUS- 
pected Abu Sayyaf safehouse in Marikina City 
had driven off an Abu Sayyaf “sleeper” cell from 
Metro Manila, a top police intelligence official 
said yesterday. 

Senior Supt. Romeo Ricardo, officer in charge 
of the Philippine National Police Intelligence 
Group [PNP-IG], said the departure diminished 
the threat of terrorist attacks inthe capital 

“The group who owned the grenades and 
explosive materials in Marikina is out of Lu- 
zon at the moment. We see no specific threat 


| "tóm ilis group,” he said in a news conference 


in Camp Crame: 

"Most of them [members of the sleeper 
cell] have left Luzon, There are one or two 
members left but they cannot act by them- 
selves," he went on. 
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But Ricardo would not say where the sus- 
pected Abu Sayyaf members fled to. 

Police earlier claimed the Abu Sayyaf had a 
sleeper cell in Metro Manila with about 10 
members. 

Last Thursday, operatives of the PNP Criminal 
Investigation and Detection Group [CIDG] 
seized a cache of grenades and other explosives 
from what it claimed to be ап Abu Sayyaf safe- 
house at the 555 village in Marikina City. 

Officials immediately claimed the explo- 
sives were meant to bomb Labor Day rallies 
last Monday. 

The police also said they recovered com- 
puter files and documents from the safe- 
house. 

Ricardo admitted the seized documents did 
not mention any bomb plots or targets. 
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Directing Award-Winning Films 


Writing Scripts and Having them Produced 


Acting for Cameras is Different 
Production Design for Film 
ABCs of Cinematography 
Digital Editing with Substance 


Joel Lamangan 
Roy Iglesias 
TBA 

Cesar Hernando 
Nap Jamir 

Giggi Garcia 


ALL CLASSES WILL BE HELD IN THE DEVELOPMENT ACADEMY OF THE PHILIPPINES 
For Particulars, call 892-9421/9159471308 (Abl) /9208431805 (Owen) 
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‘Creative Media Professionals Guild of Asia and the Pacific 
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With support from 
The National Commission for Culture and the Arts 
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RP police hail 
conviction of 
Indon terrorist 


PHILIPPINE SECURI- 
ty officials yesterday 
welcomed an Indone- 
sian court's convic- 
tion of an Islamic mil- 
itant who is believed 
to have helped raise 
funds and plan terror- 
ist attacks in the 
country. 

An Indonesian. 
court on Monday sen- 
tenced three Islamic 
militants, including 
Abdulah Sunata, to 
up to seven years in 
prison for sheltering 
Southeast Asia’s top 
terrorist suspect No- 
ordin Top and financ- 
ing bombings in In- 
donesia. 

The court said all 
three had connec- SUNATA behind bars 
tions with the al-Qai- 
da-linked militant group Je- 
maah Islamiyah, which has 
been blamed for a string of 
deadly suicide attacks. Sunata 
has admitted meeting Top, but 
denied terrorism charges. 

Senior Superintendent 
Romeo Ricardo, officerdn- 
charge of the Philippine po- 
lice's Intelligence Group, said 
Sunata played a key role in re- 
cruiting new Indonesian mem- 
bers of Jemaah Islamiyah 
whom he sent to terrorist train- 
ing camps in the southern 
Philippines. 

Sunata frequently corres- 
ponded with two top Indone- 
sian terror suspects—Dul- 
matin, who goes by one name, 
and Umar Patek—who are be- 
lieved to be hiding with Abu 
Sayyaf guerrillas in southern 
Mindanao region, where Fil- 
ipino Islamic insurgents have 
been waging a decades-long 
secessionist war, he said. 

Sunata allegedly was trying 
to help raise funds in the Mid- 
dle East to finance terror at- 
tacks and training in the Philip- 
pines, Ricardo said, citing cap- 
tured mail between Sunata and 
Dulmatin and Patek. 

In a swap of letters discov- 
ered by Indonesian police, 
Sunata discussed with Dul- 
matin the deployment of In- 
donesian would-be suicide 
bombers for an attack in the 


September. 


donesia's 
law. 


of Bali. 


Ricardo said. 


Philippines, the purchase of 
explosives in the country for a 
bombing in Indonesia, recent 
arrests of Indonesian militants 
in the Philippines and tips for 
casing potential targets, ac- 
cording to confidential Philip- 
pine government reports seen 
by The Associated Press last 


“It’s a good development be- 
cause we know their networkis 
being cut,” Ricardo said of 
Sunata's conviction. 

Ric Blancaflor, an official of 
Manila’s Anti-Terrorism Task 
Force, said Sunata's conviction 
"was an encouraging sign," 
considering he was arrested 
last year with the help of In- 

new antiterrorism 


Washington has offered huge 
rewards for the capture of Dul- 
matin and Patek, who are key 
suspects in the 2002 nightclub 
bombings that killed 202 peo- 
ple in Indonesia's resort island 


They fled to the southern 
Philippines to escape an In- 
donesian government manhunt 
and are believed to be hiding 
with Abu Sayyaf guerrillas on 
southern Jolo island or nearby 
Basilan or Tawi-Tawi provinces, 


The small but brutal Abu 
Sayyaf group has also been 
linked to the al-Qaida. AP 
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To apply fora Chinatrust One Day loan, call 811-8999 orvisit our 
Consumer Finance Center, 11/F Lepanto Bldg., 8747 Paseo de Roxas, Makati City. 


‘Acne is not merely a problem that affects 
one's physical aspect. These unsightly 
eruptions affect one’s emotional and 
mental well-being. Having aone can result 
to low self-esteem, anti-social tendencies 
and even depression. 


There have been many futile attempts to 
eliminate the persistent problem of acne 
and some who have been unsuccessful 
in treating it may have resigned themselves 
to accepting it as a reality. Facial Care 
Centre, the leading professional skincare 
center, brings new hope through an 
innovation in acne treatment: Comodex. 
Using an ideal combination of potent 
ingredients for in-depth cleansing, 
Gomodex is the answer to the failed 
attempts of some to eliminate acne. 


Comodex explores a “inature-inspired" way 
of treating acne by utilizing the benefits of 
tomato extract. Tomatoes are naturally 
acidic, and can help regulate tho sebum 
production of the skin while maintaining 
its natural pH balance. It also contains 
lycopene, which is the most powerful anti- 
oxidant. Lycopene promotes faster healing, 
stops the growth of microorganisms and 
reduces swelling and redness. 


There are some skin treatments out in the 
market today which have also been making 
use of the benefits of tomato. But while 
these thi contain tomato extract and 
lycopene, Comodex contains other active 


Nature’s Acne Antidote 


ingredients that 
intensify the 
advantageous 
effects of these | 
ingredients. All 
the elements in 
Comodex А 
complement RA 
and enhance 

each other's 
benefits. The 
vitamin and citrus extracts for instance, 
Serve as clarifying agents that suppress 
the hyperactivity of melanin, helping lighten 
post-treatment blemishes and pimple 
scars, 


Dr. Miriam Christina Zehavi 


Facial Care Centre recently brought 
International skincare expert, Dr. Miriam 
Christina Zehavi to the Philippines. She 

rovided lectures and training to FCC's 
in-house staff on the new anti-acne 
solution. Dr. Zehavi was all praises for 
Comodex, which she claims is an 
extremely effective "all-in-one" acne 
treatment. "Comodex can effectively dry 


‘up pimples while controlling the spread of 


bacteria due to its anti-bacterial and anti- 
inflammatory ;" claims Dr. Zehavi. 
“It even promotes faster healing of 
‘existing pimples and inhibits infections.” 


BEFORE 


Dr. Zehavi. “This anti-oxidant helps cure 
acne by promoting faster healing, stopping 
the growth of microorganisms, reducing 
swelling or redness and preventing 
initation." The Vitamins A, B, C and citrus 
fruit extracts in Comodex also help clarify 
the skin and promote collagen synthesis. 


While effects of Comodex may vary 
depending on the severity of acne, a 
notable improvement is visible after only 
а second session, What's more, maximum 
results from the treatment can be seen 
after only five sessions! 


Dr. Zehavi adds, "What makes the 
Comodex treatment so impressive is that 
it does not stop at treating acne alone. It 
also makes a significant difference on the 


Secor LE BE 

AFTER COMODEX = 
skin's texture and prevents the onset of , 
new acne.” This means that after each " 
session while acne is being cured, the skin 
is continually improving. 


The ingredients used in this breakthrough > 
treatment ensure a significant 
transformation in the skin condition, no 
matter how complex the acne case is. In 
addition to that, the prevention of future 
acne breakouts sounds very promising. 


Now, that should clear things up. 


Сотодех treatments. аб available at the 
Faclal Care Centre. For more information 
on this innovation in antl-acne therapy, 
call 892-SKIN (7546) for a free consultation. 
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FOILING RAPE 


ҚУАНА SAUDI MAN WAS RE- 


пў sewn back on by surgeons but the 
maid who chopped it off when he sexu- 
ally assaulted her is under arrest, re- 
pórts said Monday. 


Are 


to defend herself and used it when he 
persisted despite having it brandished 
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The maid's 38-year-old employer as- in his face, the paper said. 
covering in hospital after having hispe- saulted her while his wife was asleep, 
the Okaz daily said. 


She grabbed a knife from the kitchen 
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‘Pleasure Factors During Sex? 


T Are you secretly suffering from lack of strong 
ага performance during your intimate moments 
Kith your partner? Or do you have to lake a drug 
fo help you perform well, but seerelly suffer 
Pherwards from headache and fear it might onc day 
"kil you? Man achieves ultimate sex pleasure if 4 
"factors are present: hard and sustained erection, 
rolonged orgasm, quicker recovery afler orgasm, 
nd last but nol least a satisfied partner. And 
speaking of partner, the woman's major problem 
i$ usually lack of sexual desire or lad of 
lubrication. She achieves. major enjoyment when 
désire and lubrication ae induced naturally: 
POTENSAN®, a dictary supplement that does 
not require doctor's prescription, із 100% made of 
паха) herbs and has been helping men achieve 
stronger, harder, sustained erections, prolonged 
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orgasm and quicker recovery 
since 10 years ago. Women 
taking Potensan began experiencing 
increased desire and lubrication. Potensan is safe and 
effective, BFAD-approved and contains no chemicals 
that cause harmful side-effects. Ina clinical study in 2003 
in London, 624 men and 251 women having poor sex life 
were given Polensan daily for 10-20 days. The results 
werc amazing, 88.4% of men experienced improvement. 
Success гис among women was 86.5%. Half of them fet 
Significant improvement 

Polcnsan is available at Mercury Drug as well as via 
iret ordering from hotlines at (02) 843-1586 and 84 
4411. Call now for more information from friendly, 
professional and confidential hotline operators, You can 
also visit the website at wwwpotensan.com and order 
online. 


$950 EXOTIC INDIA: 


DELHIAGRAVJAIPUR fe 
AMBODIA & „h 


VIETNAM 


DEP. DATE: 


MAY 15.22 


THE BEST OF 


E INDO CHINA 
may22.27_SAIGON(CU CHI TUNNELSIEM REP x 


ISIEMREP/PNOMPENH. 


[E 
PEE 
beer 
pa eem 
a cee 
ie 


aah 
HORAE 


—' TR EE 


a 
ES BMI 


lage, Makati City 


Не is now recuperating after successful 
surgery in a specialist hospital in Riyadh, 
while she has been detained for questioning, 
‘added, without identifying either parry 

Foreign workers in Saudi Arabia; many 


Pinay in Saudi jail for cutting off assailant’s penis 


of whom work.in domestic service, are 
systematically abused and exploited, the 
New York-based advocacy group Human 
Rights Watch said in a July 2004 report. 
"The Saudi authorities strongly deny 
the charge. AFP 
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Solon seeks end 
to speculations 
on fate of 1017 


By Philip C. Tubeza 


AN ADMINISTRATION ALLY IN CONG- 
ress yesterday called for an end to specula- 
tions on what the Supreme Court would de- 
cide regarding Presidential Proclamation 
No. 1017, which placed the country under. 
astate of national emergency in February. 

Tlocos Sur Rep. Salacnib Baterina, vice 
chair of the House committee on justice, 
said he believed the Supreme Court's rul- 
ing, whatever it might be, “will greatly 
help normalize the political situation in the 
country.” 

"In deference to the high court, let's stop. 
speculating on its ruling. Let's respect the 
justices’ wisdom in coming out with a deci- 
sion on the emergency decree,” Baterina 
said in a statement 

He said he supported the government 
position that PP 1017 was justified in light. 
of the discovery of a supposed tactical al- 
liance among Leftist and Rightist groups 
and the political opposition to oust Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo during the 20th 
anniversary celebration of the 1986 People 
Power revolt on Feb. 24. 

"The assessment of the situation re- 
vealed that the threat to the government- 
was real and serious. Proclamation 1017 
was issued by the President to protect the 
government from a conspiracy to topple 
it. It proved to be effective,” Baterina 


| said. 


He said there would have been no need 
for the proclamation had the President's 
political foes “listened to the constant ap- 
peal to cease from too much politicking.” 

“The anti-Arroyo forces used different 
tools in their efforts to unseat the Presi- 
dent. Thus, the Palace can’t be blamed for 
doing what was necessary to make sure 
that law and order prevailed,” he said. 

Baterina called on everyone to respect 
the Supreme Court ruling which is expect- 
ed before May 8. 

“The decision is not meant to sow divi- 
siveness in the country but to bring forth a 
resolution on the constitutionality of the 
proclamation. We must all abide by it and 
ers move forward henceforth,” he said. 
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Cha-cha 
backers see 
plebiscite 


by July 


By Philip C. Tubeza 
and Norman Bordadora 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


DESPITE DELAYS, CHARTER CHANGE (CHA- 
cha) proponents expect a plebiscite by July on Е 
proposals to dismantle ће presidential system А 
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al amendments, said that once Congress ap- 


proved the proposed changes before adjourn- MUT UITAE T apy eg Eden NC Ty Oe eyo gd er nasa Ses pe Pr een nee 


ing in June, they would be sent to the Com- 
mission on Elections for a plebiscite by July. 

Jaraula gave the timetable as pro-Cha-cha 
Jawyer Raul Lambino disclosed he had asked the 
Department of Interior and Local Government 
and the national police to provide security for the 
millions of signatures that the group Sigaw ng 
‘Bayan has gathered in support for a peoples ini- 
tiative to amend the Constitution. 

Jaraula said all possible delays—including 
legal challenges before the Supreme 
Court—had been factored into the timetable, 
under which a parliamentary system would 
be installed before the year ended. 

"We will have a vote on the floor before we 
adjourn in June and then we could have a 
plebiscite on the first or second week of July,” 
Јаташа said in an interview. 

Last week, Jaraula filed a resolution calling for 
а constituent assembly. The resolution includes a 
draft Constitution abolishing the Senate to pave 
the way fora unicameral parliament. 


Flexible timetable 

Jaraula said the House would vote on the actu- 
al proposed changes to the Constitution by the 
end ofthe month or the first week of June. 

He said the House already approved last year a 
resolution calling for a constituent assembly 

"The timeline is adjustable. It is not fixed. It 
does not mean that if we fail to meet it, (Cha- 
cha) would be dead,” Jaraula said. 

He noted that supporters of the people's 
initiative had yet to file a petition before the 
Comelec because of the need for documenta- 
tion and the verification of signatures. 


Parliament by yearend 

“тез been delayed by one or two weeks but 
that is not fatal, Any delay would not be criti- 
cal as long as they are utilized to substantially 
comply with the requirements," he said. 

“The plebiscite can be held in July or Au- 
gust. It would be very delayed if it were in 
September. We are looking at having а parlia- 
mentary system within the year," he added. 

While the resolution filed last week for a 
constituent assembly only had 173 signa- 
tures, Jaraula said he was confident that the 
majority coalition would get the required 195 
votes by end of the month. 

"What is important is the actual vote on the 
floor. We are confident that we can get the re- 
‘quired number after we have our debates. We will 
then vote on the actual amendments," he said. 


Challenge to the Senate 

Jaraula contends that only three-fourths of 
all the members of Congress, or 195, would 
be needed for Congress to constitute itself in- 
toa constituent assembly. 

The Senate, which is largely opposed to 
Charter change, insists that the two houses of 
Congress should vote separately on the sug- 
gested amendments if proposals for a con- 
stituent assembly pushed through. 

“They can go to the Supreme Court or maybe 
they might later decide to join us," Jaraula said. 

Jaraula last week said the House resolution 
calling for a constituent assembly was not in con- 
‘Rice with the Palace-backed peoples initiative. He 
said the two would complement each other 

He explained that the proposals in the people's 
initiative with regard to Article 6 and 7 of the 
1987 Constitution—changing the system of gov- 
‘emment with transitory provisions—were "sub- 
stantially the same as the House proposals" 


СМА? powers 

The difference is hat the people's initiative 
only contemplates a shift to a parliamentary 
system with a unicameral parliament, while 
the House resolution proposes a "package of 
amendments" in the political and economic 
provisions of the Charter. 

Jaraula said the draft Constitution calls on. 
President Macapagal-Arroyo to "share power 
with the interim prime minister,” limiting her 
functions to certain areas. 

"When the interim parliament shall have elect 
ed an interim prime minister, the likelihood is for 
President Arroyo to delegate some powers to the 
prime minister It’s not diminishing her powers 
but enhancing her ability to govem by having 
more time for a focused area," said Jaraula. 

“A delegated power can be withdrawn anytime. 
So itwill not diminish [her powers)” he said. 


Signatures in storage 

Interior Secretary Ronaldo Puno, however, 
told the Inquirer that he had yet to receive a 
formal request from Sigaw ng Bayan on the 
need for police security in the place where the 
signatures were being kept. 

He said he would have to refer the matter 
to the DILG's legal department for study. 

“But my initial personal inclination would 
be against providing security for a purely pri- 
vate undertaking such as theirs," Puno said. 
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3 GMA men snub Senate hearing 


From page Al not present. EO 464, buthe was disappointed. the “Hello Garci" wiretapping 
. ‘But Malacafiang made light of “I would prefer that the Cabi- scandal and the allegedly over- 
ernment executives from con- P the absence of Teves, Favila and net officials be here so we can priced NorthRail project. 
gfessional hearings without her BufagattheSenate hearing. make decisions on these mea- “The officials who were called 
consent, “We are not aware of the hear- sures,” he said. previously but decided not to ap- 
~He had said earlier that the ^ E ing and neither did anyoftheoff- Recto also said the Senate had pear because of EO 464 will be in- 
hearing would be the first test of s МИН cizis ask forthe President's consent the option not to actoneconomie vited again. They can no longer 
Malacañang’s compliance with > 5 i to attend. They must be busy with measures for which variousagen- invoke [it]," said Senate Presi- 
the high court's ruling, which was : 1 official work,” said Michael Defen- cies had been seeking approval. dent Franklin Drilon. 
issued last week. ^ sor, Ms Arroyo's chief of staff. К But Deputy Speaker for Min- 
7 The tribunal had voted to up- | ress Secretary Ignacio Bunye Explosive cases danao Gerry Salapuddin voiced 
hold the right of Congress to com- : confirmed that Teves was en With the voiding of portions of Malacafangs apprehension, say- 
pel executive branch officials to route to India to attend а confer- EO 464, lawmakers had earlier ing the Supreme Court ruling 
appear at its inquiries. It voided a я a ence of the Asian Development announced that they would re- could signal “open season for 
provision in EO 464 requiring Сре зена не rite rege a Bank. Bunye seid he was un. sume the investigation of poten- паса wich-hunts:”  Withare- 
these officials, including Armed ga di ae eee nd ee ^3 aware of the reasons for the ab- tially explosive cases, including port from Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 
Forces generals and flag officers "Stems director. ROGERMARGALO Sence of Favila and Bufiag. 
Forel as police officials from whowasreportedlyinindia. mit their departments to the vari- — According to Enrile, however, 
Shighsuperintendent on up,tose- — Trade Undersecretary Elmer ous proposals being crafted for the absence of the three officials ouse ent 
cure prior clearance from the Hernandez attended on behalf of legislation. was a sign of disrespect to the Се 
President. Favila, who was supposedly ata “Do you think the meetings of senators in whom are vested the From page Al 
Teves, Favila and Bufag did Cabinet meeting. the congressional committees are “sovereign will of the people.” -— 
mo ehe E0464 Theywereat- Reynoso Floreza of the Bureau not important [and should] not — "lf the President will call a 5 reached in July if it could be 1ч ТНЕ КМОМ | 
tending other meetings, accord- of Internal Revenue said that his bea priority of the head of the of- meeting in Malacafiang and we shown that a “supervening event”) 
ing to their subordinates. immediate boss was at another fice?” he said, adding: will send our chiefs of staff, what warranted it. | THE MANDATORY NATIONAL 
gto their subordinates s tack meetingand тане did notknow “Ifyou are notinterested in the isthe impression [she will get)?” A propose for а P125 legis- | minimum wage law was last 
ling bills on the reduction of indi- where Bufiag was. legislative workof Congress, then Enrile said. lated wage increase has been | stipulated IN Republic Act No. 
vidual income tax rates, the ratio- ^ Customs Commissioner wore also not interested to pass = Recrosaid thecommittee hear- Pending in the House for at | 6727, малина known es the. 
nalization of fiscal incentives and Napoleon Morales came late. laws for you.” ings would proceed and the three least the last five years. The ‘Wage Rationalization Act, 
‘measures to curb smuggling. Enrile said that while he was, У Diis would be invited to at. Kilusang Mayo Uno said there. | signed by President Corazon 
х : not denigrating the capabilities of ‘They must be busy’ tend next week's hearing. al value of that amount had | Aquino on June 9, 1989. 
Lower-ranking officials the lowerranking officials who Enrile moved that the commit- Не said he did not consider shrunktoP6S. Müssen 
Only а director Malou Re- showed up at the hearing, he tee not hear the postions of the their absence a deliberate бей. Nograles, who calendars the ; day norease in tha вашу 
cente, came to represent Teves, doubted whether they couldcom- departments whose heads were ance of the high courts ruling on bills for plenary debates, ай the | y ee у 
chamber would pursue delibera- 
il Й 1 b 1 f : h l d ons on the proposed wage hike | Seo sucttocertincon- 
Militant labor left out in the co asi eee 
i national minimum wage rate. 
By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. dent Donald Dee and Trade wagesinthefaceoftherisingcost her family.” Nodes signal fromGMA | Citing the policy of the State 
Union Congress ofthe Philippines _of living. Half of the package, or P20 bil- e Presidents declaration | “to rationalize the fixing of 
PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-AR- president Democrito Mendoza. Tabening themoritoringteam, lion, was allocated to the salary ving it up to the wage boards | minimum wages, it siipuisted 
royo has formed a monitoring Sto. Tomas said the govem- Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye said standardization of goverment ‘© determine a reasonable wage | the setting up of regional mini- 
team to ensure the swift imple- ment had not thought of inviting Ms Arroyo wanted to make sure ‘employees while more than aquar- increase is not а clear indication | mum wages through the Re- 
wrentation of the P4O-billion eco- a representative from radical la- that “every word of her speech is ter, P112 billion, ‘would come i tat she is against а legislated gional Tripartite Wages and 
omic package she unveiled on bor groups because “they do not felt across all sectors through con- фе form of the condonation of wage hike nor has she sent a sig- Productivity Boards. 
labor Day--but the militants believe in whatever the govern- crete action undertaken along а loan surcharges and penalties, nal to her majority allies in Since then, increases to the 
were left outin the cold. ment does or says, anyway.” firm, immovable time line.” Budget Secretary Rolando An- Congress to stop consideration of | minimum wage were made by | 
‘The monitoring team is com- Sto. Tomas said the setting up Bunye said the Labor Day daya assured workers that there the bill,” Nograles said in a text а ены by 
posed of Labor Secretary Patricia of the team was part of the Presi- package was “but the start ofan were funds for almost all of the "™€ssage. the different псе a 
Dio. Tomas, Philippine Chamber dents commitment to address active search for ways to empow- package even if approval of the cee И xd 
of Commerce and Industry presi- the growing clamor for higher er the Filipino worker and his or 2006 budget has been delayed. nés buste A Wk speed СЕА 
the period of amendments and law allowed for another wage in- 
voting on second reading. crease within a year “provided 
“We e € = the there is a supervening event.” 
measure. We can't side-step it, 
Nograles said of the wage bil Wages eroded 
principally authored Бу "This supervening event will 
У AM 4 t ë Anakpawis party-list Rep. Crispin show that there is considerable 
At Jose Rizal University; We believe that the leaders of 7 7399 5 j Beltran. erosion in the wages of workers, 
и A 2 z 
tomorrow are shaped by the education they. receive... 77 | Wisdom in the bill = je етар 
į today.,A good education, based on enduring values, |." Че } Barinaga said his committee has been eaten up,” Sto. Tomas 
of responsibility, copsiderateness arid courtesy, and ^ 5 . | found wisdom in increasing the told the Inquinen. 
moral integrity, wilgo a long way towards realizing © : salaiesofprivareandstatework- Asked if the surge in oil prices 
hopes and dreams. i M EA UM 
^ ide from inc Готаз said that labor groups 
5 à E om б E å private workers, both Barinaga should show that the oil price 
With Level Ill (LACOMED) accreditation and inclusion and Beltran have asked thecham- hikes had had an impact on con- 
in the"CHED's elite list of Autonomous and ber to raise by P3,000 the month- sumer prices. 
Deregulated*colleges and universities; Jose Rizal ly take-home pay of government She also said that labor and 


М See + гҹ " = Е workers. management could talk about an 
University is committed to. making quality education On Labor Day, Ms Arroyo increase even today, but its imple- 


affordable to every student. - urged the labor and management mentation could only happen af- 
UMS пок qas sectors ro find a “middle ground” ter July: 
si that would ease the plight о А 
rd mener while preserving the in- А P238 difference 
vestment climate. Sto. Tomas said that so far only 

"I support a reasonable wage е Trade Union Congress of the 
increase hammered outbythetri- Philippines (TUCP) and the Al- 
partite regional wage bboards,'Ms  liance of Progressive Labor (APL) 
Arroyo said when she unveiled a had petitioned for a wage hike, 
P40-billion package of benefits The TUCP is asking for a P75 dai- 
forworkers. ly wage increase for workers. 

x: 2 She said ће minimum wage in 
Wage review can begin Metro Manila had increased to 

Pending approval of a wage P325 since 1987, when it: ‘stood at 

increase, some members of the P68. 
House labor committee urged “So between 1987 and today, 
the wage boards to start review- we have already added P238 to 
ing the current wage levels the pay of workers, or almost 
alongside the prevailing prices double the P125 daily wage hike 
of commodities and the cost of being asked now by labor groups 
services. in the streets,” she said. 

"The earlier the wage hike is “Siguro mas mabuti na 
granted, the better, in the midst nakikipagusap ka sa wage boards 
of the rising prices of commodi- kaysa nagmamarcha sa kalsada 
ties and cost of services due tothe kasi may nakukuha ka na P238 
reformed value-added tax and oil (Maybe it's better to talk to the 
price increases,” Rep. Antonio wage boards rather than march in 
Cuenco of Cebu City said. the streets because you can get 

He noted that a “judicious ac- Р238)," Sto.Tomas: id. 
tion” on the wage petitions would ^ "You can’t jump in the streets 
also prove that Ms Arroyo's pro- with a placard and then we will 
houncements were not just pay- follow you. Pity us," she said. 
ing lip service. 
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Ciassos Begin: Juno 5, 2006 E Classes Begin: June 13, 2008 of Lanao del Sur, chair of the а Cebu City, leaders of moder- 
a а лана МВА) committee on agriculture апд аге labor groups were lukewarm 
College ST o a can Gin | food, urged the wage boards to toward Ms Arroyo's announced 
i io Admini apttd come up with projections on ће package of benefits for workers. 
prices of commodities based оп TUCP national president Dem- 
oil price trends “so a reasonable ocrito Mendoza, who did not at- 
+ Bachelor of Sclence in Accountancy (BSA) wage increase can be deter- tend the luncheon hosted by Ms 
« Bachelor of Commercial Sclence (BCS) Major in Accounting, Computer Science, mined. Arroyo but instead joined a Labor 
Economics, Finance, Management, Marketing, Secretarial Science Б : ; Day celebration in Cebu, said the 
ERE d Qe (A9) Mar m once: ea Наст, Malbec Supervening event immediate need of workers wasa 
5 ; Y x At a briefing іп Malacañang, wage increase. 
Bachelor of Secondary Education (BSEd) Major in English, History, Mathematics Se ne a tal” ANGE Mur pupeo ili: 
• Bachelor of Elementary Education (BEEd) 1 told her they were willing to dis- cized the Labor Day package. 
«Bachelor of Science in Computer Engineering (BSCpE) cuss another wage hike for mini- “Тезе are just... band-aid so- 
lo 
+ Bachelor of Sclerice In Information Technology (BSIT) mum wage earners. lutions to allay workers’ discon- 
sr dece a Bur she said the employers tent bout this administration's 
would like to first see the lapse of performance to address the wors- 
* Bachelor of Science in Hotel and Restaurant Management (BSHAM) J ihe 12-month period between ening jobs crisis," said Josua Ma- 
Law School wage increases in keeping with ta, secretary general of the Al- 
у " the law that no two wageincreas- lianceofProgressive Labor. With 
Enroiiment Starts: May 8, 2006 We care about good education. escan be granted in a year. reports from Leila B. Salaverria 
, Classes Begin: June 5, 2008 80 Shaw Boulevard, Mandaluyong Су Most of the 16 regional wage and Jerome Aning in Manila; 
|: el No.: 5318031-: boards across the country grant- Jhunnex — Napallacan, PDI 
MPESA Website: www.jru.edu ed a wage increase to workersin Visayas Bureau, and trainee Al- 
July last year. da Quodala 
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RP pirates tagged in deadly attack on Chinese boat: 


~ 
& 


а 
BEIJING—A PHILIPPINE BOAT resembled a Philippine boat, submachine gun fire and boar- the other seven were casually home base on China’s southern neighboring the South China 
is believed to be behind an at- the Southern Daily newspaper ded the craft. dressed, the fishermen told the Hainan island with the three Sea to ensure the “personal 
tack on a Chinese fishing vessel reported, citing crew members Four crew members were killed newspaper. wounded crew members in a safety of Chinese fishermen ene 
хаб опа Стазе Пат анар aboard the Chinese fishing in the attack, with the assailants “The attack appeared to be stable condition, the paper gaged in normal work.” The 
ed with four crew members boat. stealing the boat's navigational organized." The report gave по said. ‘Spratly Islands consist of more 
dead and three wounded, state The attack occurred Thurs- and electronic equipment. Other details to back up its as- According to the Beijing than 100 small islands or reefs 
press said Tuesday. day last week in the disputed “Of the 13 pirates who board- sertion that the boat resembled Youth Daily, China's foreign that аге claimed partially or ent 

She incident occurred close Spratly Islands when people ed the fishing boat, most were one from the Philippines. ministry has called foranimme- tirely by China, Taiwan, Viet 
tote Piulipeines and the boat from the unidentified boat underthe age of 30, sixofthem The Chinese boat, the Jinghai diate investigation іо the nam, Malaysia and the Philip: 
that attacked the fishing boat... sprayed the fishing vessel with wore camouflage clothes while 03012, has since returned to its killings and urged countries pines. AFP 
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AIDS issue prompts Pope to review ban on condoms 


From page Al 


confirmed that Pope Benedict XVI 
had requested а report on 
whether it might be acceptable 
for Catholics to use condoms in 
опе narrow circumstance—to 
protect life inside a marriage 
when one partner is infected with 
HIV or is sick with AIDS. 
Whatever the Pope ultimately 
decides, Church officials and oth- 
er experts broadly agree that it is 
remarkable that so delicate an is- 
sue is being taken up. But they al- 
50 agree that such an inquiry is 
logical, and particularly signifi- 
cant from Benedict, who was 
Pope John Paul I's strict: enforcer 


of Church doctrine. 

“In some ways, maybe he 
(Benedict) has got the greatest 
capacity to do it because there is 
по doubt about his orthodoxy” 
said the Rev. Jon Fuller, a Jesuit 
physician who runs an AIDS clin- 
icat the Boston Medical Center. 

The issue has surfaced repeat- 
edly as one of the most complicat- 
ed and delicate facing the 
Church 

For years, some influential car- 
dinals and theologians have ar- 
gued for а change for couples af- 
fected by AIDS in the name of 
protecting life, while others have 
fiercely attacked the possibility as 
demoting the Church's long advo- 


cacy of abstinence and marital fi- 
delity to fight the disease. 

The news broke just after 
Benedict celebrated his first an- 
miversary as Pope, a relatively 
quiet year with few concrete pa- 
pal acts. 

With regard to condoms, the 
only change apparently being 
considered is in the specific case 
of married couples. 

But any change, however nar- 
row, would be unpopular with 
conservative Catholics, some of 
whom have already expressed 
disappointment that Benedict has 
displayed a softer face now as de- 
fender of the faith than he did 
‘when he was till Joseph Cardinal 


Ratzinger, the papal adviser. 

Critics of the current Vatican 
policy say itis hard for the Church 
to remain consistent on so-called 
life issues, like its opposition to 
abortion, euthanasia and the 
death penalty, when condom use 
can help prevent the spread of 
AIDS. 

But there is a deep vein of feel- 
ing against any change. Some op- 
pose any perceived erosion of Hu- 
manae Vitae, the 1968 encyclical 
that banned artificial contracep- 
tion, while other opponents say 
approving condoms for AIDS pre- 
vention might be interpreted as a 


wider acceptance of their use. POPE Benedict XVI confronts condom issue: 


New York Times News Service 
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Opus Dei rushing paper 


From page Al 


guide the Catholic flock, will publish 
“The Da Vinci Code Phenomenon: 
Why this Blockbuster is a Faith 
Buster” 

The 36-page paper will be a 
handy, easy-to-read compilation of 
Church positions seeking to correct 
both theological and historical inac- 
curacies that purportedly abound in 
the hugely successful novel of for- 
mer public school teacher Dan 
Brown. 

It will sell for P30 and will serve 
as the May edition of the center's 
Documentation Service, a regular 
literature on Catholic issues usual- 
ly circulated in parishes and 
schools. 

Expecting a big demand, Fr. А 
ey Cardenas, the center's 
said, adding that circulation would be, 
increased from 800 to 2,000. 


Answers to questions 

"We expect the movie's market 
to be predominantly university 
students at the peak of their ener- 


» gy, still seeking answers to many 


questions;" Cardenas told the In- 
Quimza in a telephone interview 
yesterday. 


€ 1 , 
Топу Сабе __ to refute ‘Da Vinci Code 
SCHOOL OF COSMETOLOGY] і 


“We want the controversy to be a 
teaching opportunity for ће 
Church." 

Cardenas suggested that the 
public first read the publication 
before seeing the much-anticipat- 
ed Hollywood film directed by Ron 
Howard. 

“It will give answers to questions 
frequently asked about the Catholic 
faith," he said. 

The central—though not exactly 
new—controversy sparked by the 
Dan Brown novel is the alleged 
2,000-year-old conspiracy to con- 


„ceal the purported marriage be- 


tween Jesus Christ and Mary Mag- 
dalene. 

Around this theme, more popu- 
larly peddled in the 1980s by the 
nonfiction book, “Holy Blood Holy 
Grail,” swirl allegations that the 
“male-dominated” Church pur- 
posely suppressed women primari- 
ly through Magdalene, and that 
the divinity of Christ was simply 
the product of a declaration at the 
Council of Nicaea in AD 325. Con- 
voked by the Roman Emperor Con- 
stantine the Great, the council was 
the first ecumenical conference of 
bishops. 

In Brown’s novel, Opus Dei, a 


THE COVER of Dan Brown's highly 
controversial book, “The Da Vinci 
Code.” 


Catholic organization established by 
St. Josemaria Escriva in 1928, is por- 
trayed as a shadowy group on a mur- 
derous rampage to protect the al- 
Jeged Vatican secret. f 

Though the novel ís"generally 
presented as-fiction,. Church ex- 
perts have dismissed it as the au- 
твога. way. of: undermining the 
Catholic faith. 

Cardenas said the Theological Cen- 
trum’s response would be "calm" to 
allow a fruitful discourse on the is- 
sue. 


{AUSTRALIAN EDUCATI 


ow 
This FREE exhibitionsallowS$y; 
howsyou can apply tos 


For-more information, please ci 
IDP Education Australia 
2F Pioneer House Makati 


ain institution eoresenichives abou? 
IG) iensen 1 andar resumé. 


Manila A & B 


Makati Shangri-La 
Ayala Avenue corner 
Makati Avenue, Makati City 


Friday, 5 May from 2PM to 6PM 
Saturday, 6 May from 1PM to 7PM 


ON EXHIBIT 


pute 
T 
|Ена 

| 


108 Paseo de Roxas 

Legaspi Village Makati City 

Tel: 02 816 0755 • Fax: 02 815 98 
Email: info@manila.idp.com 


ECETTUDSH 


p я T 


INEDNESDAY, MAY 3 2006 PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER BA: | 


poetica Dii 


Customs brokers cry foul over ‘unusual’ apprehensions. 


By Leila B, Salaverria aE. 


TWO CUSTOMS BROKERS ASSOCIATIONS, 
protesting what they called the Bureau of 
Customs’ "unusual" practice of apprehending 
their shipments even after these had been 
cleared and released, yesterday refused to file 
any import entries at two ports for most of the 
day. 

‘An import entry is the document by which 
the BOC bases a shipment's duties and other S. 1 "WRITING INSTRUMENTS . 
charges for collection. 1 $ = 


The Samahan ng mga Personero sa Adu- 
ana (SPA), which is based at the Port of 
Manila, and the Aksyon Agad Samahan ng 
mga Personero at Personera, based at the 
Manila International Container Port, also 
complained that their apprehended ship- 
ments were being held at the Harbour 
Centre which, they said, lacked equip- 
ment and personnel and charged higher 
storage fees. 

‘The Port of Manila is located at the South 
Harbor while the MICP is at the North Har- 
bor. 

SPA spokesperson Samson Gabisan esti- = = => 
mated that each port lost around P30 mil- 
lion from the one-day nonfiling of import NE 
entries. Ye . z 

The matter was resolved late in the af- t t d : 
“emaner vase еј Your trust Is our reward. · 
with customs officials. Customs Commis- 
мане Napoleon Morales said the filing of А M BANK ' 
Поа SUPER REA pU Your continued trust has made ETROI 


Morales said he told the brokers the the proud winner of two Trusted Brand Gold Awards 
shipments that were being apprehended = 
after they had left the ports were those for 2006 — one for Bank category and another for 


that had not been properly taxed because Investment Fund Company category. 
their values had either been underde- 

clared or misdeclared. 1 у ћ 
Message to brokers For three consecutive years, your support as 

Morales said the shipments were being earned us honors of the highest distinction. 
seized by the antismuggling task force to In 2004 and 2005, we were awarded the 
show the brokers and importers that even if 5 4 
their shipments had been cleared, they could Reader's Digest Super Brand Gold Award. 
still be apprehended. 

“What we're trying to do is send a message H 
that there is a penance for things not done For these triumphs and more... 
legally. As long as they do things properly, j 14 
they won't have any problems,” Morales said Marami ng Salamat Po! 
ina phone interview. 

‘As for the brokers’ complaint about the 
high storage fees at Harbour Centre, Morales 
said he had asked its officials to charge the 
same feés as the South Harbor. 

Gabisan, for his part, said the SPA 
stopped filing import entries to let the 
BOG know it was unhappy about the ap- 
prehensions and the use of Harbour Cen- 
tre as a holding area. 

“We wanted to let the commissioner know 
that we protest the unusual happening 
wherein shipments that had already been 
cleared and released by the bureau were be- 
ing apprehended outside the [ports],” 
Gabisan said. 

He said the brokers had asked that their ap- 
prehended shipments be brought to the Port 
of Manila instead. 


THE рану 


Wednesday, May 3, 2006 

Philip and James, Apostles 
1st Reading: 1 Cor 15: 
Gospel: John 14:6-14 


Jesus said, “Iam the way, the truth and the 
life; no one comes to the Father but through 
me. If you know me, you will know the Father 
also; indeed you know him and you have seen 
him.” 

Philip asked him, "Lord, show us the F 
ther and that is enough.” Jesus said to 
him, "What! 1 have been with you so long 
and you still do not know me, Philip? 
Whoever sees me sees the Father; how can. 
you say: "Show us the Father’? Do you not 
believe that Tam in the Father and the Fa- 
ther is in me? 

"All that | say to you, Ido not say of my- 
self. The Father who dwells in me is doing 
hisown work. Believe me when { say that 
am in the Father and the Father is in me; 
at least believe it on the evidence of these 
works that! do. 

"Truly, | say toyou, the one who believes in 
me will do the same works that I do; and he 
will even do greater than these, for 1am going 
tothe Father. Everything you ask in my name, 
{ will do, so thatthe Father may be glorified in 
the Son. And everything you askin calling up- 
on my Name, | will do." 

Commentary 

James is the brother of John the Evan- 
gelist, the Beloved Disciple, and both are 
cousins of Jesus (they are also called the 
sons of Thunder). Though we do not know 
the particulars, James sees the Risen 
Lord. Philip has ties with Gentiles and 
asks Jesus to show them the Father at the 
Last Supper. It seems Jesus had to be very 
patient with both of them, slaw to see who 
he is and what the consequences of his 
teaching will mean for their lives. The an- 
swer Philip receives: "If you have seen me, 
you have seen the Father!” That is 
"enough. We too have seen Jesus, in word, 
in bread, in the poor, in communi- 
ty/Church/Body of Christ, in every hu- 
man being, because of Incarnation. 
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La Mesa housing project pits environmentalists vs workers 


From page Al 
portion of the 2,700-hectare watershed to ће 
1,411 Nawasa employees. They were award- 
ed rights to the land under a collective bar- 
gaining agreement with the MWSS manage- 
mentin 1968. 
= Ву means of a raffle, beneficiaries were 
Picked from members of two labor unions, 
Fie Kaisahan at Kapatiran ng mga Mangga- 
gawa sa Kawani sa Nawasa and the Balara 
Employees and Laborers Association. 
"The CBA initially allotted an MWSS proper- 
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GINA Lopez, ABS-CBN Foundation Inc.'s managing director, сі 


reservoir. 


ty "near" La Mesa for the project but “a 
mew site" was later chosen within the 
watershed, the coalition said in a state- 
‘ment. The agreement then stated that 
the land would be sold to the unions at 
“P5.50 per sq.m,” for a total price of 
3.19 million. 

“The (land) deal, overtaken by 
events, was only consummated with 
the turnover of the absolute deed of 
sale to the claimants in March 2006," 
the coalition statement said. 


Possible leaks 

А February 2004 study by the UP- 
based National Hydraulic Research 
Center, which was commissioned by the 
MWSS to come up with environmental 
safety measures for the project, ended 
up telling the MWSS to scrap it. 

“There was no mitigating measure 
we could recommend for the possible 
spill of toxic materials” into the reser- 
voir, NHRC Director Leonardo Liongson 
said at the 
press confer- 
ence. 

Liongson 
said the pro- 
posed housing 
project was sit- 
uated such that 
"urban wastes" 
coming бот 
the homes 
would natural- 
ly cascade 
down the wa- 
tershed's 
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Average rainfall expected 
"Current seas—surface tem- 
perature observations in the cen- 
tral equatorial Pacific—-are close 
to their average or normal values. 
Doxtorton Corporation T| Neutral conditions are expected 
in the second half of the year," 
said Dr. Prisco Nilo, officer in 
charge of the weather bureau, 


ridges and collect at the reservoir. 

There could be leaks in the sewer 
lines and treatment tanks caused by 
earthquakes, he said. 

Materials furnished by Bantay Ka- 
likasan quoted the NHRC' recommen- 
dation as follows: “It will be in the best 
interest of MWSS and the general pub- 
Tic, who will eventually utilize the wa- 
ter in the La Mesa Reservoir for drink- 
ing, that the 58 hectares remain a pro- 
tected watershed and not be converted 
toa housing project area.” 

Lopez noted that Bantay Kalikasan's 
success in replanting trees in the water- 
shed and transforming parts of it into 
an eco-tourism haven since 1999 
“would be all for naught" if the water 
quality of La Mesa would be endan- 
gered by the housing project. 

"For me, tis is more than just a wa- 
tershed buta source of life for the coun- 
пу nerve center,” she said. 

"The Lopez family used to own major- 
ity shares in Maynilad Water Services 
Inc., one of the two MWSS concession- 
aires processing water from the La 
Mesa reservoir for distribution to 
households. 

The Lopez bloc returned its conces- 
sion to the state-owned MWSS in De- 
cember 2002 after failing to get the rate 
increase it was seeking. 


Senate inquiry 

"There's a maxim in law that goes 're- 
bus sic stantibus," said Bantay Ka- 
likasan operations manager John Paul 
Balayon. “It basically means that when 


Dry season over soon, says P 


Although La Niña is on the 
wane, Pagasa announced that it 
expected the first tropical cy- 
clone to affect the country this 


Already, there are at least a 
couple of systems—the easterly 
wave and the inter-tropical con- 
zone—causing 
creased cloudiness and isolated 
rains that may have dampened 
summer outings over the week- 
end in some parts of Luzon, the 
Visayas and Mindanao, 

Dr. Flaviana Hilario, chief of 
Pagasa's climatology and agrom- 
eteorology branch, said in a news 
conference yesterday that one or 
two tropical cyclones were ex- 
pected to affect the country this 
Two weather distur- 
bances might affect the country 
in June and three to four in July. 

‘The amount of rainfall, howev- 
er, would be average in the next 
few months, "[We] predict that 
rainfall for the coming three 
months will be near normal with 
the weakening of the La Nifia,” 


in- 


In its advisory regarding the 
end of La Niña, Pagasa said the 
‘waning phenomenon had caused 
a significant decrease in rainfall 
in most parts of the country in 
April. Hilario, however, said that 
the onset of the rainy season be- 
ginning this month would change 


period, 


COOL KID. A boy takes a shower with his 
at UP Diliman, Quezon City. 


Six to eight tropical cyclones 
are expected to enter the 
Philippine area of responsibili- 
ty ftom May to July. Nilo said 
the number of cyclones expect- 
ed is normal or average for the 


"The amount of rainfall expect- 
ed would be average,” he added. 

Rainfall amounts of more than 
1,200 mm are expected over the 
‘mountainous areas of Luzon dur- 
ing the May to July period. locos 


5 the Nawasa housing project could pollute the La Mesa 


RODELROTON! 


the circumstances in which a judgment 
was made have drastically changed by 
the time that judgment is to be imple- 
mented, that prior decision can at least 
be revisited or at best be totally chal- 
longed.” 

He surmised that at the time legal 
battles were being waged over the pro- 
ject in the "70s, its potential hazards to 
the environment were not yet fully ap- 
preciated for lack of technologies to 
measure such impacts. 

Sen. Jamby Madrigal, meanwhile, is 
seeking a Senate investigation into the 
plan to convert $8 hectares of the La 
Mesa reservoir into a housing project 
for MWSS employees. 

In a resolution, Madrigal said the 
planned privatization posed a "clear 
and imminent danger to the water 
supply of Metro Manila, which could be 
contaminated. 


Claims false 

House Deputy Majority Leadet Edcel: 
Lagman, however, said claims that the 
MWSS ‘employees’ housing project 
would pollute the La Mesa Dam were 
false. 

Lagman, who has been providing 
legal advice to the MWSS employees 
pro bono, said “engineering mitigat- 
ing measures" would be set in place in 
the housing project to “foreclose pos- 
sible pollution of-the La Mesa Dam 
and prevent the despoliation of the 
area.” 

He added that Lopez had posed no 
objection to the housing project in a let- 


под. 


Luzon, 


900 mm. 


agasa 


clothes on ata water pump 
JOANEONDOC 


Sur, Pangasinan, Zambales and 
Nueva Vizcaya will receive 900 to 
1,200 mm of rain in the same pe- 


‘Western, central and southern 
Bukidnon, Zamboanga 
del Sur, Maguindanao, Davao 
Oriental and some areas of west- 
ern Visayas are likely to experi- 
ence rainfall ranging from 600 to 


The rest of the country, includ- 
ing Metro Manila, will receive 


ter to the MWSS employees in February 
2003. 

"Many of the awardees are now in- 
firm while others have passed away" 
Lagman said in a statement, adding 
that the project had been delayed near- 
ly four decades, 

Lagman said the safety measures, 
set in the deed of absolute sale in fa- 
vor of the 1,411 awardees, included 
the following: Construction of flood 
control and drainage systems, the 
adoption of a permanent erosion con- 
trol plan and strict solid waste man- 
agement. 

"The Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources and the MWSS 
would also monitor the construction of 
a waste water treatment and sewerage 
system, Lagman said. 


Use leak-free pipes 

He said the project would "use leak- 
free and impermeable sewer pipes" 
and that there would be a provision 
that "effluence from septic tanks 
should not be allowed to leak (leach) 
into the soil.” 

He added that trees would also not 
be cut “without prior permit from 
DENR and MWSS." 

Lagman said that the housing project 
began in 1968 after employees of 
Nawasa became its beneficiaries pur- 
suant to a ratified collective bargaining 
agreement. 

However, the deed of absolute sale 
was only executed last February after 
succeeding Nawasa and MWSS admin- 
istrators refused to sign it. 

Lagman said the refusal of then 
Nawasa Administrator Sergio Isada to 
execute the deed of absolute sale in fa- 
vor of the awardees reached the 
Supreme Court, which confirmed on 
Jan. 17, 1975, the validity of the hous- 
ing project “and ruled that there was 
absolutely nothing which remained to 
be done except the execution of the 
deed of absolute sale.” 

“This decision in Isada v. Bocar be- 
came final and executory 31 years ago,” 
he said. 

Lagman also said the NHRC study, 
which was completed in February 2004, 
“did not disallow the development of 
the housing project but recommended 
mitigating engineering safeguards to 
negate any possible pollution of the La. 
Mesa Dam." 

MWSS Deputy Administrator Macra 
Grua said the project of the Nawasa em- 
ployees’ union which has been pending 
since the mid-1960s, "would have to be. 
studied well because the drainage 
could lead to the La Mesa Dam reser- 
voir” 

Cruz said that there was a separate 
housing project for 100 employees and 
officers of the current MWSS and that 
for this housing project, the appropriate 
environment clearance certificate was 
obtained by the agency ensuring that 
mo waste would go to the reservoir. 
With reports from Juliet Labog-Javel- 
lana and Christine Gaylican 


rainfall of from 300 to 600 mm. 

About 20 typhoons hit the 
Philippine archipelago each year, 
seven of which cross the country, 
mostly during the rainy season. 
Two tropical cyclones have al- 
ready swept through the Philip- 
pines this year. 

Mudslides triggered by heavy 
rains entombed a community of 
1,800 in Guinsaugon in Southern 
Leyte province in February. 

Incessant rains since December 
last year also damaged some crop 
areas, forcing local feed millers, 
poultry and livestock firms to im- 
port about 217,000 tons of com 
since January. 

‘The volume of imports since 
the start of the year was nearly 
four times the 55,000 tons of corn 
bought in 2005. 


Rain good for rice 

But the increased rainfall this 
year was good for rice growers. 

Gregorio Tan, administrator of 
the National Food Authority, said 
ample water for irrigation would 
enable farmers to plant more and 
harvest the bulk of the main rice 
crop early. 

The main rice harvest in the 
Philippines, which accounts for 
40-45 percent of annual output, 
usually occurs in the fourth quar- 
ter: 

But with good water reserves 
in dams and irrigation facilites 
due to La Niña, farmers were ex- 
pected to plant early and the 
main harvesting could start in 
‘August or September. 

“We are still aiming to cut rice 
imports this year to 1.6 million 
tons from 1.8 million tons in 
2005," Tan said. 

The NFA has so far bought 
924,375 tons of rice since the 
startofthe year, — Withareport 
from Reuters. 
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GMA names Ulap head to Neda board 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


mace, Cole 

serve the executive time of Cabinetsecre- that Congress was not likely to pull off deputy governor of the Bangko Sentral ng Pilip- 

Wars by not requiring them to attend the constitutional assembly for the pur- ins, and the governor of the Autonomous Region 

PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO more meetings than necessary.” in Muslim Mindanao. 

has given the Union of Local Authori- Ме Arroyo had previously created 

ties of the Philippines (Ulap), the na- three Cabinet clusters—the Neda 

tional group of governors and may- Cabinet group or economic team, the 

ors, а seat on the National Economic National Security Council group and 

and Development Authority (Neda) the National Anti-Poverty Commis- 

board аз part of her continuing reor- sion group—in order to facilitate con- 

ganization of her economic team. ‘sultations and her decision-making. 
The President on April 22 signed Ad- Ulap is emerging as the biggest po- 

ministrative Order No. 148 appointing litical force behind the President after 

Ulap president Erico Aumentado and іх gave her its unwavering support at 

seven others to the Neda board replacing the height of the “Hello Garci” wire- 

five key Cabinet officials—the secretaries tap scandal and the impeachment 

of labor, the interior, health, foreign af- complaint against her last year. 

fairs and agrarian reform. Лар was also the first to broach the agriculture, the budget, energy, environ- 
"The President in the AO said she was people's initiative signature campaign to ment finance, public works, scence and 

reconstituting the Neda board “to con- amend the Constitution ater it appeared technology trade and transportation; the 
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police access 


| sóng ond Comprenenson for kids 
By Nikko Dizon Provan 

MEMBERS OF THE AVIATION SECURITY 
Group are up in arms against the Manila 
International Airport Authority for strip- 
ping some of them of their airport identity 
cards and limiting their access to and free- 
dom of movement within the airport. 
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11 officers from the unit would be issued. 
airport access passes, according to docu- 
ments obtained by the INQUIRER. 

Atutubo cited a provision in the Interna- 
tional Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) for 
disapproving some of the ASG members’ IDs 
for this year. 

“Nonetheless, should there be a need 
for the HQS personnel to be at the airport 
on official business, they may avail of the 
temporary visitor access pass, subject to 
the regulations on such issuance,” Atu- 
tubo wrote. 

Awell-placed ASG source said ASG officials 
were furious over Atutubo's decision. Many of 
the officers whose access cards were not re- 
newed hold the rank of superintendent and 
senior superintendent. 

"Even if these officers are doing office 
jobs right now, they are still part of the 
‘ASG tasked to protect and secure the Naia 
(Ninoy Aquino International Airport),” 
the source said. 

"IF anything happens at the airport, say a 
terrorist attack, all of them would have to re- 
spond to the situation,” added the source, 
who requested anonymity because he was not 
authorized to divulge information to the 
press. 

‘The PNP-ASG is tasked to secure all the 
country’s airport facilities against “terror- 
istic attacks that threaten civil aviation,” 
according to the law that created the ASG. 
The Miaa Airport Security Program itself 
states that the ASG "assumes responsibili- 
ty inaddressing the situation in the event 
of terrorist, armed, and bomb attacks and 
aircraft hijackings. 
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Pinoy-Swiss strips down to shorts at Naia 


„Ву Nikko Dizon 


A STOMACH ACHE CAN SEND WRONG 
г signals to the brain. So explained а Fil- 
| ibino-Swiss national who stripped down 
| to his underpants when all he was asked 
to-do during a pre-departure security 
check at the airport was to take off his 
shoes. 
Records at the PNP's Aviation Securi 


ty Group showed that Silvio Ronga, 34, 
of Goteberg, Switzerland, was bound 
for Singapore late last week when, at 
the final security check, he was asked to 
take off his shoes. 

Ronga took off his shoes allright, but 
to screener Alma Soriano's surprise, he 
stepped out of his short pants as well, 
“retaining only his cycling shorts and 
his shirt,” according to a report by a unit 


of the Aviation Security Group. 

An officer immediately invited Ron- 
ga for questioning, and it was then that 
an apologetic Ronga explained he had 
"misunderstood" Soriano's instruction 
because his stomach was painful and he 
was “upset during that time.” 

He showed a medical certificate for 
hisiliness, but the report did not specify 
whatitwas. 


After apologizing orally for his ac- 
tions, Ronga executed a written apology. 

Ronga was allowed to board his Singa- 
pore Airlines flight “upon being released 
in good physical and mental condition” to 
an airline officer, the report said. 

It was the second incident at the Naia 
this year in which a passenger stripped 
to his underpants after being asked to 
remove his shoes. 
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Our contact 


lens solutions 
safe, says firm 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


‘STUNG BY AN EYE INFECTION CONTROVERSY 
in the United States and parts of Asia, contact lens 


maker Bausch and Lomb has moved to salvage a 
similarly important market in the Philippines. 

‘Top officials of the company held a press confer- 
ence yesterday to assert its local products were safe. 

In fact, the product involved—a contact lens 
care solution called ReNu MoistureLoc—is not 
available in the Philippines, Raymond Cheng, 
Bausch and Lomb’s commercial director for 
Hong Kong and the Philippines, said. 

The company also received an assurance 

Dr. Minguita Padilla, president of the 

ine Academy of Ophthalmology, that 

its local products were safe despite a number 
of complaints elsewhere. 

“We haven't seen any unusual occurrences 
so there's no need to panic," Padilla said at the 
press conference. 

Bausch and Lomb pulled ReNu Moisture- 
Loc from store shelves in the US, Hong Kong 
and Singapore, pending the results of the in- 
vestigation of the cases of fungal keratitis, a 
corneal infection that could lead to blindness. 

Cheng yesterday told Filipino consumers not 
to use the same product if they got it abroad. 

Padilla said only about 35 cases of fungal ker- 
atiis are reported every year at the Philippine 
‘General Hospital and none of them involve infec- 
tions resulting from contact lens use. 

Even if fungal eye infections are common 
in humid places like the Philippines, she ex- 
plained, it is acquired only through trauma 
from fungus inhabiting the soil and plants. 

“Once it gets to the cornea, its very hard to 
treat because there's no effective drug yet for 
fungal keratitis. We have only experimental 
drugs and they are expensive,” she said. 

Infectious keratitis resulting from daily contact 
lens use occurs in only 3.5 to 4 cases out of 
10,000, Fan Chi Shing, Bausch and Lonib's profes- 
sional services manager, said in his presentation. 

Stil, Padilla urged the public to observe prop- 
er hygiene and use contact lenses properly. 

She said users should always wash their 
hands well before handling their lenses and 
avoid sleeping with them on. 

“Sometimes, people are already experienc- 
ing eye irritation but they still continue to use 
their lenses,” she said. “Sometimes, too, they 
take medicine like those with steroids which 
only make a fungal infection worse.” 
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JOYRIDE WITH GRANDMA. Eva Victoria Arroyo takes a ride with grandma, President 


‘Macapagal-Arroyo, in one of two hybrid cars tested in Mal 


test ride is the President's way of promoting fuel conservation. 


For fuel economy, 
GMA goes hybrid 


By Christine O. Avendaño 


IF YOU SEE A SLEEK LIGHT BLUE 

Toyota Prius zooming by as part of 
the presidential convoy in the next 
few days, its President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo promoting energy con- 
servation in these times of spiral- 
ing oil prices. 

Tn their continued search for 
ways to conserve energy amid the 
high oil prices, energy officials 
presented two “hybrid” cars to Ms 
Arroyo yesterday and informed 
her that the vehicles were not on- 
ly economical but environment- 
friendly as well 

А hybrid vehicle is one that 
combines a gasoline-powered en- 
gine with an electric motor to in- 
crease gas mileage and help low- 
eremissions. 

After test rides in both the Toy- 
«ota Prius and Honda Civic Hybrid 
with granddaughter Eva Victoria in 
tow, the President told Energy Sec- 
retary Raphael Lotilla she was re- 
claiming the Toyota Prius, which 
had been donated to the Chief Ex- 
ecutive by Toyota Corp. some three 
years ago. 

Тода had kept the vehicle for 
his use “most of his time,” an 
aide said, 

Lotilla said the use of hybrid ve- 
hicles could generate gas savings of 
at least 30 percent. While conven- 
tional vehicles can run for about 9 
kilometers per liter of gasoline, hy- 
brid cars run for about 13 kilome- 
ters per liter. 

“(The President) said she is tak- 
ing back the car from me. She 
‘would be able to use it now where 
it would be appropriate,” Lotila 
told reporters 

Тоа said that the President in- 
tends to promote energy conserva- 
tion by using the car, which hap- 
pensto cost P1.5 million. 

He said the government was 
encouraging those who can af- 
ford the vehicles to use them “as 
their contribution to the economy 


asawhole.” 

"Besides, itis also good for the 
environment because it uses less 
fuel,” Lotilla said. 

Hybrid cars cost about half a 
million pesos more than conven- 
tional vehicles. They are not yet 
on sale in the country but may be 
imported. 

Since these cars are expensive, 
Lotilla said Ms Arroyo has reduced 
tariffs on spare parts of hybrid cars 
as well as of vehicles that run on al- 
temative fuels such as compressed 
natural gas (CNG). 

Mario Marasigan, director of the 
Energy Utilization’ Management 
Bureau, said import tariffs on such 
spare parts were reduced from 30 
percentto 1 percent early this year. 

Lotilla said that the President 
and the Cabinet were expected 
yesterday to tackle proposals “for 
further reduction of tariff and ex- 
cise taxes on hybrid vehicles and all 
other alternative fuels.” 

Marasigan said the House of 
Representatives was deliberating 
on a bill to reduce or eliminate ex- 
cise taxes on hybrid vehicles as 
‘well as those that run on altema- 
tive fuels. He said the government 
was promoting the local manufac- 
ture of fiexible-fuel cars as well as 
alternative fuels for export to the 
‘Asean region. 

Ford has a plan to locally pro- 
duce flexible-fueled vehicles with 
an initial investment of P1 billion, 
Marasigan said. 

Honda has also informed him it 
would be able to provide flexible- 
fueled cars locally by just making 
“some minor changes in the engine 
and some pans of their regular or 
conventional vehicles.” 

Now that the President is taking 
back the Toyota Prius, Lotilla stil 
has the Honda Civic Hybrid, which 
Honda Corp loaned to the DOE for 
one year for demonstration as well 
as for the government's informa- 
tion and education campaign on 
energy conservation. 


Kidnap cases up by 70% 


By Dona Z. Pazzibugan 


KIDNAP FOR RANSOM CASES 
rose by 70 percent in the first four 
months ofthis year compared with 
the same period last year, a senior 
police official said yesterday. 

A total of 17 KFR cases were re- 
ported from January to April this 
year compared to only 10 in the 
same period last year 

Senior Supt. Prudencio Banas, 
deputy operations chief of the Po- 
lice Anti-Crime and Emergency 
Response [Pacer], blamed the 
rise in KFR incidents to the po- 
lice's preoccupation with destabi- 
lization threats and antigovern- 
ment protests 

"Kidnappers take advantage of 
[political] “destabilization threats 
when the focus of authorities are on 
{antigovernment forces]. [Kidnap- 
ping] incidents rise," he said. 

Banas, however, said the i 
crease in kidnapping cases was not 
yeta cause for alarm. 

"Not really. We hope to bring 
the cases down to the lowest lev- 
el," he said. 

‘But Banas admitted there are stil 
some KFR cases that were not re- 
ported to authorities, 

‘Anti-crime groups have claimed 
that many kidnappings go unre- 
ported because victims are reluc- 
tant to reportthe crimes as they sus- 
рес rogue policemen are involved 


Banas noted that most vietims 
this year were Indian nationals en- 
gaged in making loans to small 
businessmen. 

“They are kidnapped and re- 
leased on the same day, some- 
times only for P60,000 as ran- 
som,” Banas said. 

Such Indian businessmen usually 
negotiate the loans and collect the 
payments personally, making them 
vulnerable to abduction. 

Banas said “small-time” kid- 
nap gangs prey on these Indian 
nationals 

So far, he said, only one case has 
been reported to Pacer, but they es- 
timate that several Indian business- 
men could have already fallen vic- 
tims to these kidnap gangs. 

He said the kidnappings were 
likely prompted by "business rival- 
ry" "Thats our assessment,” he said 
without elaborating. 

Kidnap for ransom gangs operat- 
ing in Manila and in nearby areas, 
often target businessmen, foreign- 
ers and members of the wealthy 
ethnic Chinese community. 

1n 2005, a total of 50 kidnapping 
cases were reported, according to 
Banas. In 2004, 29 kidnap cases 
were reported, the lowest in record. 

By end-March this year, 12 KFR 
cases were reported to the police. 
"This means that five more kidnap- 
pings took placelast month. With 
ATP 


lacafiang grounds yesterday. The 


пунио 


Fugitive American faces deportation 


AN AMERICAN WAN- 
ted in his country for 
wire fraud and mon- 
ey laundering has 
been arrested and is 
set to be deported, ac- 
cording to the Bureau 
ofImmigration. 

The suspect, identi- 
fied as Robert Leslie 
Oliver, is undergoing 
deportation proceed- 


ings and is curently 
held at the bureau's de- 
tention center in Bicu- 
tan, Commissioner Ali- 
pio Fernandez Jr. said. 
Oliver was arrested. 
upon the request of 
the United State Em- 
bassy which іл- 
formed the bureau of 
his status as a fugi- 
tive. According to the 


US Embassy, a US dis- Oliver's arrest. Subsequently, 
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trict court in Eastern Мо details of Oliv- nandez issued a mi 


California has already ers alleged crime sion order for 
issued а warrant for was provided. American's arrest. 
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Holcim Excel achieves strength days earlier 
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“Holcim Excel. 
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Space restored 


CIGARETTE VENDOR WAS QUOTED BY 
Де as remarking that the May 1 rallies last 
Monday were the most peaceful in recent memory. 
‘And indeed they were. Perhaps this was a case where the 
extreme summer heat and an instinctive sense of solidari- 
ty among policemen and protesters, all of whom belong 
to the same working class, triumphed over the aggressive 
pre-May 1 statements of both sides. A 
EDITORIAL palpable sense of dread was quickly dis- 
placed on that day by confidence-build- 
ing signs that, with clear legal parameters imposed on the 
behavior of police and protesters, both sides could get 
something, while avoiding a suicidal effort to try to get 
everything. 

In the end, the police displayed a disciplined yet re- 
strained deportment, while protesters comported them- 
selves with dignity and reasonableness. In a society com- 
posed of contending forces, not everyone can get every- 
thing they want, but more often than not, some sort of 
compromise can be reached. Indeed, compromise was 
the paramount lesson gained that day. 

Fora country such as ours, where efforts at compromise 
have been swept aside by a winner-take-all mentality to- 
ward the political crisis, to see compromise at work seems 
a relief. And yet it is well to ask why only now have offi- 
cialdom and the citizenry managed to avoid angry, even 
bloody, confrontations. The reason is that despite its best 
efforts to the contrary, the government has been forced to 
recognize limits on its desires. 

Since calibrated preemptive response replaced maxi- 
mum tolerance as official policy, and until CPR was offi- 
cially reversed, it was the government's practice to re- 
spond to all manifestations of dissent with overwhelming 
force. Demonstrations of force naturally impelled critics 
of the government to pursue a relentless, uncompromis- 
ing opposition to official policy. But when the official pol- 
icy was overturned by the Supreme Court, everyone—the 
police and the protesters, especially—could return to the 
familiar. And the familiar involves the give-and-take, the 
diglogue and compromise that have generally character- 
ized protests and official reactions to them for over two 
decades. 

The push and pull democracy naturally entails, 
whether in the halls of the legislature or in the streets, re- 
quires many things to work. Among the most important 
are: mutually accepted and followed regulations, and a 
sense that neither side will exercise power merely for the 
sake of proving that power. Had CPR, for example, still 
been the government's response to all expressions of dis- 
sent, we would have seen phalanxes of policemen being 
ordered to charge, assault and arrest the ralliers. And the 
ralliers, intent on demonstrating their displeasure with 
the state, would have fought back. No CPR, no reason to 
fight—tolerance, after all, breeds tolerance, just as re- 
pression foments resistance. 

„ЛЕ the administration can be characterized as having a 
pragmatic attitude toward the rule of law—the rule of 
law being basically what it says it is—then the country 
should be thankful that the public at large, given the 
smallest chance, will naturally find a humane balance. 
The Supreme Court’s reversal of CPR could be said to 
have had a beneficial kind of chilling effect: it immediate- 
lyremoved a bone of contention, allowing cooler heads 
to prevail. That's in contrast to the kind of chilling effect 
CPR had, which made people freeze in their tracks and in- 
spired many to vow to resist the policy. 

We can imagine the bruises and confrontations that 
could have been avoided had CPR not been issued at all; 
or, the sense of relief and return to normal political be- 
havior that could have taken place had challenges to the 
CPR in court been attended to sooner. Obviously, ће ad- 
ministration never wanted the day to come when the 
Court would render its verdict on CPR. Up to the last 
minute on May 1, the government insisted there would 
be trouble, and violence. Was it insecurity, or a runaway 
sense of belligerency? Was it even, perhaps, wishful 
thinking? 

"Whatever the psychological or political reasons, the 
fact remains that all's well that ends well. With no CPR to 
fall back on, the police are once more open to dialogue, 
and, we hope, demonstrators can once more be confident 
that dialogue will be welcomed. 
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Higher pay and fewer jobs? 


EVERY LABOR DAY, WITHOUT FAIL, ORGA- 
nized labor asks for mandatory increases in the 
minimum wage to keep up with the rise in 
prices of basic commodities. This year, they 
asked for a P125 increase in the daily wage. 

‘With the rise in prices, all workers—not only 
minimum wage earners—do need pay increas- 
es. However, legislated minimum wage in- 
creases do not solve the problem. On the con- 
trary, they worsen it. Here's why: 

Mandatory pay hikes contribute to the rise 
in the inflation rate. After a mass pay increase, 
the prices of goods rise, a natural effect. If a 
struggling company is forced to increase 
wages, it is also forced to raise the prices of its 
goods to get back what it will pay out to its 
workers. Also, when you put more spending 
money in the hands of consumers, there is a 
corresponding demand for more goods. And 
by the law of supply and demand, the prices of 
goods rise. 

Of course, it can be said that the wage in- 
crease that our minimum wage earners get is 
needed by them to keep body and soul togeth- 
er, not to spend for luxuries. Still, the effect on 
the economy is the same. That is one reason 
the inflation rate in the Philippines goes up 
very fast. Politicians pass a law increasing the 
minimum wage to court the votes of the labor 
sector. In other words, the increase becomes a 
mirage. The worker gets more money but he 
сап hardly buy more with them. 

It is different when increases are given on a 
selective basis, when the company income 
and/or profit increase and the owner is not too 
greedy to pocket everything but decides to 
share them with his workers. 

There's а more ironic problem associated 
with mandatory wage increases. When a strug- 
gling company is forced by law to give increas- 
es it cannot afford, itis forced to lay off some 
workers of, worse, to close shop, throwing 
workers out of jobs. 

This problem was tossed to labor leaders at 
the Kapihan sa Manila breakfast forum last 
Monday: What would they rather have, fewer 


BEFORE LABOR DAY LAST MONDAY, MIKE 
Defensor and Raul Gonzalez were shrilly 
"warning that if the rallies turned violent, or if 
they took on the aspect of an attempt to unseat 
СМА, she would re-impose 1017. 

Rodolfo Biazon and several other senators 
were quick to point out exactly what was 
wrong with that. "If they again proclaim PP 
1017 and mount illegal acts, such as warrant- 
less arrests," he said, "they can be held ac- 
‘countable in the future. Remember PP 1017 
=- not give additional powers to the Presi- 

jent.” 

Nene Pimentel threw in an unsolicited ad- 
vice to go with his analysis: “Gloria is building 
straw men and shadow-boxing, hoping to 
scare off people. My advice: Go jump into 
Manila Bay. Bring JDV with you.” 

They've got a point. At the very least, what 
all those warnings showed is that government 
has entered into a delusional, paranoid or 
state-of-siege mentality seeing a coup under 
every bed, or rally. The people who proposed 
to march last Monday all assured they would 
keep their rallies peaceful. They had no plan to 
mount a coup, or be used in one (in this coun- 
try that is advertised well in advance, particu- 
larly in these unique times when the coup plot- 
ters expect the people to rally behind them 
rather than oppose them). They had no plan to 
engage the police in bloody confrontations (in 
this country that is advertised well in advance, 
too, to embolden the weak of heart to undergo 
а political quadruple bypass). 

‘OF course, the demonstrators did advertise 
well before hand that they were going to "re- 
take Mendiola." For the activists Mendiola has 
always been the political Holy Land, to fight 
ardently for because of its ideological rather 
than strategic value. For the Erap supporters, 
that was the site of the climax of "Edsa I.” The 
retaking of Mendiola would have been a coup 
in the symbolic sense, but it would not have 
been a coup in the physical sense. It would 
have been a coup in the ideological sense, but 
it would not have been a coup in the military 
sense. There is a difference. 


Asl See It 


Neal H. Cruz 


workers receiving higher salaries, or more 
workers with lower pay? 

Тоа man, the labor leaders—Elmer Labog of 
Kilusang Mayo Uno, Leody de Guzman of Buk- 
luran ng Manggagawang Pilipino and Dennis 
Maga of the Free Ka Bel Movement—replied 
that they would choose the higher salaries. 

Is it because the labor leaders and their 
lawyers get a percentage of the total wage in- 
creases their workers get? they were asked. Of 
course, they answered "No." It is because the 
‘workers deserve it, they said. 

‘They could hardly be expected to reply oth- 
erwise. Nevertheless, the reality is that many 
‘companies have already downsized or closed 
shop because they could no longer afford to 
give wage hikes mandated by law. The situa- 
tion can be likened to a pie, which stands for a 
company's payroll. If you divide it into smaller 
portions, you can give more workers one slice 
each. But if you make the slices bigger, those 
who get them would be able to eat more but. 
many others won't get any. That is the dilemma 
that faces organized labor now: bigger wages 
= fewer jobs; smaller wages = more jobs. 

Those who have jobs are lucky: they already 
have jobs but would still get pay hikes and 
therefore would not be hurt much by the re- 
sulting inflation. But what about those who 
have no jobs or would lose their jobs? They 
would have to pay the same high prices as 
those who are employed. Aren't the employed 
being selfish when they insist on wage increas- 
es, when such increases may result in the layoff 
of some of their brother workers? (Of course, 
there are companies which can afford to and 
should give pay increases but don’t. The own- 


Tail wagging the do 


In fact, the ones who implicitly proposed to 
turn the rallies violent were the authorities 
themselves. You saw the cops on TV training 
for a pitched battle with demonstrators, ће 
Ones acting the part of demonstrators attack- 
ing the defenders of the faith, forcing them to 
fight back with shield and truncheon. 

"The point of that exercise clearly was not to 
prepare the cops’ bodies for the impending or- 
eal but to condition the publics mind for an 
impending “orgy of violence,” a phrase govern- 
‘ment officials love to use. The idea was to scare 
people off the rallies, notwithstanding that the. 
Supreme Court had just junked CPR, under 
which cover Vidal Querol had been fomenting 
violence in the streets, or to justify whatever 
new atrocities GMA planned to unleash on a 
now very suspecting public. 

But more than that, what Malacafangs 
threat to re-impose 1017 shows yet again is 
that the biggest headache of this country is 
GMA herself. 

Frankly, I don't know that anyone is still 
frightened of GMA threatening to declare 
1017 or even outright martial law. The first 
time she did it, the public was taken aback be- 
cause it never really expected it. Today, the ele- 
ment of surprise is gone. Everyone knows now 
СМА can never really seriously attempt it b 
cause, one, more than Marcos, she is near-uni- 
versally detested by the people (Marcos at 
least had the llocanos rooting for him), and 
two, less than Marcos, she does not control the 
one Institution she expects to control seething 
unrest, which is the military. This is a case 
where the threat is more powerful than the ex- 
'ecution. Or more plainly where the dog barks 
more than it bites. 


ers ofthese companies should burn in hell.) 

Та their obsession with salary increases, la- 
bor leaders forget one more serious problem: 
the slowness of the National Labor Relations 
Commission and the Court of Appeals and 
Supreme Court in deciding labor disputes. 
Even such simple cases as illegal dismissals 
take many years to resolve. Remember that 
while a case is pending, the litigant worker 
usually has no job and no income to feed his 
family. A worker who sues his employer has a 
very difficult time finding another job. Other 
employers treat him as a pariah, regard him as 
а “troublemaker” and refuse to hire him. 

Of course, if the worker wins his case, he 
would get all his back wages plus damages, but 
we have a saying in Filipino: "Aanhin pa ang 
damo kung patay na ang kabayo?" (What will 
you do with the grass when the horse is already 
dead?) Our justice system envisions the work- 
er to have more in law. The employer has all 
the resources, time and high-priced lawyers to 
take care of himself. The worker only has the 
freelance labor lawyer, who gets paid only 
‘when he wins a case. 

Our lawmakers devised the arbiter system 
to make the resolution of disputes faster. Still 
labor cases take years to resolve. Many em- 
ployers purposely delay the process to starve 
‘out the workers and force them to lose interest 
or run out of time and money and give up, or 
force them to accept lesser settlements. And 
some arbiters and NLRC commissioners are 
wiling accomplices. Employers often spend 
their money to bribe arbiters and commission- 
ers to decide in their favor rather than use the 
same money to pay their employees. Some- 
times even the lawyers of the workers are 
bought to lose the case. 

‘This is not rare in the NLRC. Ask the NLRC 
employees, ask the lawyers—for labor ог for 
management—who practice there, ask the 
workers who have cases there. 

The Supreme Court and the Department of 
Labor and Employment should watch how 
slowly the wheels of justice turn in the NLRC. 
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But more to the point, 1 do not recall any 
leader (1 refuse to say president) of this coun- 
try since 1986 ever regarding rallies on May 1 
or any other day as constituting a dire threat 
against the duly constituted authority. (The 
last thing GMA may claim is duly constituted.) 
Tdo not recall any leader of this country since 
1986 fearing an overthrow every time people 
gather in the streets, or at the Edsa Shrine, €x- 
pecting (rightly) that the people would not on- 
ју move to stop a coup but would gladly join it. 
(Her motto, quite unlike Christ’, is: "Whenev- 
er two or three of you are gathered against my 
name, there 1 am ready to scuttle you.) In- 
deed, 1 do not recall any ruler in this country 
since 1986 seeing popular unrest as a sign that. 
the people are wrong and the ruler is right, and 
that everything must be done to stamp out 
protest to keep the ruler in power. (Erap at 
least had the decency to resign when faced 
with Edsa IL) 

Do we really need someone like that? Its 
more trouble than anyone is worth, even a du- 
ly constituted president—and GMA isn't even 
One. 165 the tail wagging the dog, an entire 
country being turned upside down to keep а. 
fake president in power. It thoroughly refutes 
the argument that ousting GMA won't solve 
anything. In fact, it will solve everything, or 
close to everything. 

‘We remove СМА (through snap elections) 
and we can have a legitimate leader who will 
not roll out the barbed wire around Malacafiang 
every time the workers and activists vow to "re- 
take Mendiola," who will not threaten to plunge 
the country into dictatorship to keep an irate 
populace at bay, who will not devote all her 
‘waking hours to devising stratagems, including 
telling the people she gets her marching orders 
from God and not from them, forgetting vox 
populi, vox Dei, the voice of the people is the 
‘voice of God, to keep power forever. We remove 
GMA and we can all breathe. 

Have we become a race of fools? It's time the 
dog wagged the tall, Or better still, is time it 
flicked its tail хо swat the fly thats been perse- 
curing it. 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 3, 2006 


THE FILIPINO LABOR UNION MOVEMENT 
reclaimed its historic role as the shock force of so- 
ial protest in the country last Monday when it 
shifted the venue of its May Day demonstration to 
Recto Street, within striking distance of heavily 
bunkered Malacafiang Palace. 

Although a phalanx of riot police blocked the 
march of about 7,000 workers and peasants com- 
ing from many parts of Luzon from crossing the 
*no-man's land" of Mendiola bridge, their focus on 
Mendiola sent the clear message that the Filipino 
working class had regained the initiative of being 
the spearhead of political and social protest move- 
ments from the middle classes which had dominat- 
ed the anti-government protests over the past two 
decades since the 1986 People Power Revolution. 

‘The labor unions and May Day organizers 
pointedly ignored middle-class participation in 
last Monday's protests. The shift of the epicenter 
of the marches from Edsa to Mendiola was reso- 
nant with social and ideological overtones. 

Tt might as well be that the members of the mid- 
dle class stayed in the background last Monday, 
where they could not be hurt, since their presence 
in the streets would have been irrelevant and would 
have not promoted working class interests. Edsa is 
the middle-class terrain for their movements that 
have been camouflaged by so-called “prayer meet- 
ings” in tandem with Catholic bishops. 

On the other hand, Mendiola is the historical 
marker of political and social protest actions, 
heavily laden with radical ideological issues and 
‘marked with violent and sometimes bloody clash- 
es between protesters and police state power. 

In shifting the venue of their marches to Men- 
diola, the working class and the Left implicitly de- 
clared they were taking a path to political and so- 
cial change in the Philippines different from that 
of the Edsa-oriented middle class. Last Monday 
маз therefore a reiteration by the Left that its 
forces, no matter how fractured they were ideo- 
logically, had nothing to do with Edsa-type people 
power movements, that they would not be part of 
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any “tactical alliance” with the Edsa militants and 
that they would not be used further as the organi- 
zational arm of middle-class political move- 
теп 

Last Monday was therefore the Left's declara- 
tion of separation from middle-class movements. 
and of intentions. If the leftists seek to oust Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo, it would be on their own 
terms and methods, and not dependent on the 
middle class for success. 

‘This is why, the government of President Arroyo 
is misreading the situation when it links the Left to 
multi-class coup conspiracies. There is nothing 
more incompatible, for example, than for the Left 
to be involved in coup plots with mutinous sol- 
diers, the historical enemies ofthe Left. 

Leaders of the Left have declared that they 
would push their demands for а P125 wage in- 
crease across the board (a predictable demand 
serving working class economic interests) and 
press for the removal of President Arroyo, in their 
Own way. Although the middle class and the Left 
share a political objective, which is the ouster of 
Ms Arroyo, their approaches are different. 

Mendiola and Edsa belong to two different, if 
not incompatible, political traditions of social 
protests. Mendiola's tradition is confrontational 
and conflict-driven. The Edsa tradition shuns vio- 
ence and is built on the notion that people power 
can achieve political change and topple govern- 
ments without shedding a drop of blood. 

"The public tends to overlook the fact that the 
baptism of fire of the First Quarter Storm of Jan- 
пату 1970, the first street revolt against the Mar- 


cos dictatorship, took place in the Battle of Men- 
diola on Jan. 30, 1970. The battle took place 
three days after Left-led protesters physically at- 
tacked President Marcos and Imelda Marcos as 
they made their way out of the Legislative Build- 
ing, after he had delivered his State of the Nation 
‘Address on Jan. 26. The attack marked the out- 
break of the First Quarter Storm staged by stu- 
dents who rode the wave of a world-wide student 
rebellion against their political establishments. 

‘The attack on Marcos marked a turning point 
in Philippine history, ending the mutual civility of 
elite leaders in their periodic and regular alter- 
nating occupancy of political power. It ushered in 
a turbulent stage of Philippine politics, culminat- 
ing in the declaration of martial law by Marcos, 

"The second battle of the First Quarter Storm 
broke out in the evening of Jan. 30 on Mendiola 
when waves of student protesters, numbering at 
least 50,000 and converging from Recto Avenue, 
poured into Mendiola and stormed Malacafiang. 
They seized a fire engine and rammed Gate 4, 
opening a breach into which students poured, 
vading the Palace grounds. 

Military reinforcements from Central Luzon 
were called in to drive out the protesters. The bat- 
tle spread to Mendiola, where troops fired live 
bullets, wounding a number of protesters. 

Years later, on May 1, 2001, the Mendiola tra- 
dition was revived when followers of deposed 
President Joseph Estrada among the urban poor 
stormed Malacafiang in a rebellion over his arrest 
on plunder charges. It was the first departure of 
protests from the Edsa-type people power move- 
ment. The May 1 rebellion does not fit into the 
category of the Edsa I and II people power. It is 
therefore inaccurate to call it Edsa Ш. 

It is the Mendiola revolt of the First Quarter 
Storm on which the Mendiola tradition is built 
and with which the Left and the working class 
identify. It is the tradition which the Arroyo 
regime fears more than the Edsa people power 
movements, which the President can manipulate. 


Assembly, speech and public order 


MOST REPORTS ON THE SUPREME COURT'S 
judgment on the case questioning the govern- 
ment's position—infelicitously called “calculated 
preemptive response” (CPR)—proclaim a defeat 
to the government. I think the government scored 
more points than did the petitioners in this case. 

‘The Court found CPR to mean nothing more 
than “maximum tolerance” about which there 
can be no constitutional dispute. CPR therefore 
serves no useful purpose but merely confounds 
what BP 880 already makes clear: that law en- 
forcers are bound to exercise the highest degree 
of restraint. Is superfluity unconstitutional? Inso- 
faras CPR may be ascribed a meaning in violation 
ofthe rights of assembly and speech beyond max- 
imum tolerance, itis held unconstitutional. 

The petitioners, it must not be forgotten, had 
asked the Supreme Court to void Batas Pambansa 
880. It was labeled a Marcos-era, repressive piece 
of autocra’s dictate. Very importantly, the 
Supreme Court upheld its constitutionality. 

It should also be remembered that Chair Purifi- 
cacion У Quisumbing of the Commission on Hu- 
‘man Rights was chided for insisting that all—ral- 
liers and law enforcers alike—fall back on BP 
880. It turns out, she was right! 

Quite instructively, the Court, through Justice 
Adolf Azcuna, invites attention to Reyes v. Bagat- 
sing (a case argued for the revered J.B.L. Reyes and 
his group by the late, lamented Haydee Yorac): The 
philosophical premise of the freedoms of speech 
and association so jealously and zealously guarded 
is the belief in reason as the final arbiter of social 
disagreements and as ће key to rationally motivat- 
ed consensus. This is not dogma. It is a philosophi- 
cal position and, as such, subject to debate that we 
can put off for another piece. The point is that those 
‘who claim to speak for free speech and assembly do 
зо often with the fanaticism that refuses to examine 
premises and presuppositions. 

Acutely, the Court observes that BP 880 is a vir- 
tual enactment in legislative form of the Courts 
decision in Bagatsing. That is the same thing as 
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saying that itis constitutional. 

"The Court is unmistakable about basic points. 
То claim that the government has been dealt a 
blow, or that ralliers and their organizers have 
prevailed is to be deliberately misleading. Is a 
permit needed for public rallies? The answer is a 
clear yes, unless the rally or meeting takes place 
in a freedom park designated by law or ordi- 
nance. Can a permit be denied? Yes, if the mayor 
has clear and convincing evidence that the as- 
sembly constitutes a clear and present danger to 


public order, public safety, public convenience, 
public health or public morals. Otherwise, he 
must grant the permit. Once more there are stan- 
dards, and so while the mayor exercises discre 
tion, his exercise of discretion is subject to judi- 
cial review when gravely abused. 

There seem to be two standards proposed to 
the mayor who must decide on whether to issue 
or to withhold the permit: the “clear and present 
danger rule” and the “imminent danger of grave 
and substantive evil rule.” No matter the notori- 
ety of the law about reading distinctions and 
qualifications in what, to the layperson is some- 
thing rather straightforward, the Court holds that 
the two rules are identical. The mayor is aided by 
the surfeit of terms: Does the proposed assembly 
pose a clear and present danger? Does it pose an 
imminent danger of great and substantive evil? Is 
the evil truly great or substantive—or is the ad- 
ministration merely annoyed by criticism? 

The mayor cannot dilly-dally about ruling on 
the application of a permit. When he does so, then. 
the ralliers may take to the streets, armed with 
their application for a permit thus far not acted on. 
‘The burden of proof then shifts. It will not be for 
the ralliers to prove that they were granted a per- 
mit, but for those who seek to disperse them to 
prove that they were denied one. Inaction is not 
denial. The mayor has 24 hours within which to 
acton an application for a permit. 

‘The government cannot frustrate the law by 
refusing to name freedom parks. Where none has 
been named, the Supreme Court declares all pub- 
lic parks and plazas of the municipality as free- 
dom parks. 

Fortunately for me, Mendiola is not a public 
park or plaza. Not that I dislike rallies, although 
many of them do turn me off. 1 teach at Mendiola 
and am severely inconvenienced by police barri- 
cades! 


Fr. Ranhilio Callangan Aquino is dean of the 
Graduate School of Law of San Beda College. 


Aguinaldo’s military orders 


READERS WHO ARE BORED WITH THIS SERIES 
on Emilio Aguinaldo's military orders will have to 
bear with just one more. 

Most readers are more interested in personal 
details found in the archival materials, like Anto- 
nio Luna's silk shorts and the curling irons he 
used for his moustache, Emilio Aguinaldo's shop- 
ping list in Hong Kong, or the personal effects 
Apolinario Mabini listed in his last will and testa- 
ment. These details, which are overlooked and 
often shunned as “trivial” by constipated aca- 
demics, actually shed light on what our heroes of 
stone and bronze were like as real people. I think 
that Aguinaldo's military orders flesh out and 
complete our picture of the Revolution and the 
Filipino-American War. 

While going over the biggest volume of J.R.M. 
Taylor's "The Philippine Insurrection Against the 
United States,” I came across a copy of part of the 
telegraphic communication Aguinaldo had with 
his field commanders. The material that follows 
is the exchange between Aguinaldo (The Presi- 
dent) and General Concepcion (Reply), which re- 
minded me of the chat rooms we see on TV and 
the Internet today. Since the archival material can. 
never be complete, our history is incomplete, but 
1wonder about the records for the present centu- 
ry Everything is so ephemeral. Fewer and fewer 
people are writing letters by hand and using the 
postal service, all because of word processing, e- 
mail, and texting. What records will a future his- 
torian have for our century? 

At least we have copies of Aguinaldo's tele- 
graphic exchanges in 1899. Reading this in En- 
glish, we are twice removed from the original 
Spanish and, of course, the Tagalog that Aguinal- 
do probably dictated to his secretary for transmit- 
tal to the field. The correspondence was sent 
from the headquarters in Tarlac on Sept. 28, 
1899: 

resident: Where is General San Miguel and 
his column? 

Reply: In the same place, occupying the same 
outposts. 


LookiNG 
Back 
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President: Has an attack been made in that 
part? 

Reply: Not on the railway, [but] on Magalang. 
Firing ceased half an hour ago. 

President: Have our forces made no attack to- 
wards Angeles in view of attack on Magalang? 

Reply: No, I am awaiting the cavalry to get in- 
formation on that. 

President: Do you still need the Саш Battalion 
to goto that place? 

Reply: 1 believe that is absolutely necessary 
that the Саші Battalion should come to prevent 
surprise in the fields of the theater of operations, 
and in case you send it, a fervid address should be 
made to them so that they come animated with 
the best desires. 

President: If that is so, it will reach there this 
same afternoon about four o'clock. Besides 
[what] your good sense [may dictate], 1 recom- 
mend you add more instructions to said battalion 
so that they may fight well, and don't forget my 
instructions with respect to defending the right 
flank and the one in front, all incognito, that is to 
say, using deceit to attract the enemy and gather 
them in front of Paruao bridge. In case the ene- 
my's vanguard that passes here from said bridge 
is a small force, they may be allowed to pass in 
groups of two or three companies, so that the vic- 
tory may be the more clever besides animating 
the people in case you surround and capture 
them. I think that with your bayonets and the 
butt-ends of your muskets, you can cut them off 
and capture them. Those on our right flank to- 
gether with the rearguard may fire on them, ett, 


or whatever you may deem expedient. 1 have al- 
ready given marching orders to the battalion, 
with expectations of your thorough sympathy 
with it. They are very happy and animated. 

Reply: I have to compliment you on your very 
pertinent advice and I shall endeavor in every 
possible way to respond to your desires, which 
are those of the country. This morning's attack is 
perhaps the result of the desire of the enemy to 
extend his reconnaissance into Magalang, or a 
feint to turn us from the right direction. Гат оп 
the alert to grasp all details, and to be able to act 
when the moment comes, with true knowledge of 
the cause of any important new event that may 
occur, you shall have a true report. 

President: Thanks, and I hope, as always hope, 
that you will be the first who shall give victory in 
favor of our country, whenever you reach that 
murdering line of Americans. And I reiterate: es- 
tablish no guards other than patrols, in order to 
prevent the enemy's knowing about this by means 
of his spies. Except as a last resort should the ene- 
my attack us, only show each one his respective. 
post and line of retreat. In case of necessity, con- 
centrate on the Cutcut river, or whatever you may 
deem expedient. In regard to all these instructions, 
Tam well aware that you know I have only ad- 
vised, for you are more of a soldier than I. 

Reply: 1 appreciate the unmerited sentiments 
you have formed about me, and I only wait for an 
‘opportunity to be able to show you by deeds the 
‘outcome of my scant knowledge. You can remain 
assured that all your orders shall be duly execut- 
ed in all [its] parts, and if any doubt should occur 
to me, I shall consult you in due time. 

President: Thanks. If there is nothing else I can 
do, Iwill take leave. 

Reply: At your orders, Goodbye. 

Perhaps a military historian from the Philip- 
pine Military Academy can go over these rarely 
read papers and write а new history of the Fil- 
ipino-American War. 

Comments are welcome at aocampo@ateneo.edu 


‘Probinsya’ 75 


TWO OF MY FORMER WORK COLLEAGUES IN AN NGO 
here in Manila have packed up and are returning to the 
probinsya, with hopes of carving out a better life. 

Tm sure that sounds very strange, considering that in the 
Philippines, “probinsya” means a place that’s less developed, 
even "backward." Generally, that means any place outside 
Metro Manila, so that even a huge and bustling metropolis 
like Cebu might still 
beprobinsya. 

The upper classes 
will use the English 
word, as in, "Are you 
going home to the 
province this Holy 
Week?" In this case, 
"province" has posi- 
tive connotations: a 
hone Fer, with beaches and amore sedate pace 
oflife. 

Yet even a home province is seen only as a second home. 
Many of our urbanites would cringe at the very thought of 
living there. Holy Weeks fine, but not much longer than that. 
The factis that probinsya, even in its most positive sense, still 
implies a standard of living several notches below that of life 
inthe city. 

My NGO colleagues’ idea of returning to a probinsya 
‘seems terribly anachronistic; after all, everyone seems to be 
wanting to move to Metro Manila, or overseas. But their 
move did get me thinking hard about how our attitudes to. 
probinsya may reflect a very serious defect in the way we 
lookat national development. 

‘Promdi’ 

In the last 100 years or so, from the American colonial pe- 
riod onwards, we've equated the country future with urban 
development, while neglecting rural areas. Probinsya now 
means being stuck in poverty and over the years, this view: 
has developed into the idea that anyone who stays in the 
probinsya is probably not smart enough for the city. 

‘About 20 years ago, the term “promdi” was coined, captur- 
ing the snobbish attitudes people had developed toward ru- 
ral areas. Promdi meant “prom di province,” a close equiva- 
lent of the English “country bumpkin.” 

‘The neglect of rural development has worsened through 
the years. About three weeks ago, a top official of the Asian. 
Development Bank (ADB) spoke at a press conference on 
the development outlook for the Philippines and observed, 
with undisguised alarm in his voice, how we were paying 
too much attention to the development of call centers; 
while forgetting that we are still a predominantly agricul- 
tural country and that we need to develop the agriculture 
sector. 

He was right. Even in the smallest towns, I now see adver-; 
tisements from diploma mills offering to train people for call 
centers, or for export as caregivers. Yet, last Sunday's INQUIR- 
Ба had a special feature on the job market, and it showed 
how agribusiness still leads in terms of potential jobs, rank- 
ing higher than cyberservices (which includes call centers) 
and tourism, 
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Primate city 

Tm afraid the potentials in agribusiness will go to waste; 
simply because agriculture is seen, like probinsya, as back- 
ward. It didn't help that during the American colonial peri- 
ой, our educational system put down farming and created, 
the idea that the way to social advancement was through 
white collar jobs. Why dirty your hands in farming when you. 
could make money as а government clerk? (At that time, you 
could live quite comfortably on a low-ranking civil servant's 
salary, and without necessarily becoming corrupt) ^ " >, 

Prof. Felipe Jocano, in a recent lecture at the University of 
the Philippines, pointed out how the song “Planting rice is 
never fun" reinforced our bias against agriculture. In its orig“ 
inal Tagalog, “magtanim ay di biro” simply referred to how 
difficult it was to farm, but thé English translation мепа 
step further to depict farming as totally undesirable. 

But even as we abandoned rural development, we made 
another big mistake and this was to equate urban develop- 
ment with that of Metro Manila. It was almost as if no other- 
cities existed. Metro Manila was The Primate City. All roads 
led to Manila, literally (just look at our airline routes). — .. 

Many of our neighbors chose a different path, one of de- 
veloping several urban centers. Even more importantly the 
cities’ development was tied to those of adjoining rural at- 
eas. Thailand is a good example, where the government 
poured resources into helping farmers to increase their agri 
cultural yields while connecting the farms to markets in up- 
ban centers. 2 

In the Philippines, the rural areas were and still are seen 
mainly as areas for extraction of wealth, as Manila-based' 
landlords lived off agricultural produce from their tenants. 

New roots 

Today, there are new potentials in rural areas, around, 
agribusiness and tourism. And the national government is 
bent on developing the mining industry. 

Bur also have fears about the way we will develop rural 
areas around agribusiness, tourism and especially mining, f 
‘we continue to look at rural areas mainly as places from, 
which we extract wealth, we will see a worsening of rural 
poverty. Big businesses will rake in huge profits and ейте! 
nothing but destroyed environments for rural residents. ^ 

The way to national development is to develop rural areas: 
for rural residents. This means helping small and medium, 
businesses through a package of physical infrastructure ар 
well as technical support. : 

Rural development also means putting more resources бі 
the children in these areas, for their schools and social sers 
vices. had long discussions with my NGO friends who were 
returning to the probinsya, mainly about the future of their. 
children. We knew all too well the biggest risk they were tak- 
ing was that their children might end up in schools with low. 
er standards. 2 

And yet in the end we agreed that there are good schools- 
now even in smaller cities like lloilo (whose residents likes 
compare their city to Athens, with all the schools) and Car, 
gayan de Oro. E 

My NGO friends also argue that the young might stand. a 
better chance outside Metro Manila, in terms of growing up’ 
less materialistic. I wasn’t quite sure there, considering how, 
consumerism has invaded even remote rural areas but 
maybe, yes, smaller towns and cities offer a healthier envi- 
ronment for the young. 

Meanwhile, 1 read with interest a recent Newsweek arti- 
dle about Japanese baby boomers—those born in the. 
decade after World War II—now taking agricultural courses 
as they prepare for retirement. 1 have other baby boomer, 
friends in the United States and Europe with similar plans 
of retiring in a rural or rurban (rural-urban) place, where 
they can continue to keep busy by renewing their ties with 
the land, 

Notice how we have a Philippine Retirement Authority 
that concentrates on attracting foreign retirees, and yet have 
по incentive packages for Filipino retirees to settle in the 
probinsya. Retirement’ a long way off yet for me, but yes, 1 
can imagine joining а small army of white-haired retirees 
‘when the time comes, helping to develop the probinsya. Like, 

Jants, it’s older humans who are sturdier and who stand a 
ener chance of being moved around and growing new 
roots, 


THIS IS A REACTION TO THE NEWS 
item titled “Senga affirms general's con- 
viction.” (PDI, 4/28/06) The sentence 
that was handed down to retired Мај 
Gen. Carlos Garcia is an absolute farce. 
After being found guilty in a multimillion- 
peso graft case, he's being punished with 
а piddling two years’ confinement, hard 
labor, dishonorable discharge from the 
service and forfeited retirement benefits. 

Firstly, with the vast fortune he 
amassed, I don't think he needs the retire- 
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health that can help you close deals 


ment benefits at all. He has more than 
enough to last him, and probably the gen- 
eration after him, a comfortable, if not 
luxurious, life. Secondly, I don't think that 
being discharged dishonorably will em- 
barrass him either, because someone so 
brazen and insolent as that wouldn't 
know honor and integrity in the first 
place. 

"The hard labor part does sound mean 
until you learn that it actually means, "do- 
ing menial jobs.” Is that not what every 
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Soft approach to corruption 
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ing, Д 
middle- 

dass Filipino Й 
does опа daily basis, anyway? 

This soft approach toward corrupt offi- 
cials will only embolden others to contin- 
ve with their shenanigans in government 
or military. Or are they just “following the 
leader"? 


—MARKLAZARTE, 
mlasa@Allstate.com 


Education pains 


IT IS BAD ENOUGH THAT САР 
education planholders (two of 
my children are) have not been 
reimbursed for two semesters 
now. But should a parent like 
me have to suffer the same un- 
certainty under the GSIS Edu- 
Child program for my daughter 
‘Anne Bernadette Cledera, an in- 
coming third year nursing stu- 
dent at the Perpetual Help Col- 
lege of Manila? 

Tt is now past April. Despite 
my two letters to the GSIS head 
office—from which GSIS-Luce- 
na said the advice of processing 
and payment must em- 
anate—and several personal 
followups (no phone calls al- 
lowed), nothing has been heard 
from that office until now. 

1s it because of sheer indiffer- 
ence or gross incompetence or 
both that the GSIS just doesn't 
seem to care? To think that before 
the С515 much ballyhooed com- 
puterization, we were promptly 
paid within three weeks from the 
submission of requirements. 

—JESUS M. CLEDERA, 
LBP Padillo Building, 
Quezon Avenue, Lucena City 


IF you have any com- 
plaints, grievances or sugges- 
tions about the treatment of | 
news and photos by the In 
quirer, you may write to the 
Readers’ Advocate, Philippine. 
Daily Inquirer, Chino Roces 
Avenue, corner Yague and 
Mascardo Streets, City of 
Makati or send a fax 10 Nos. 
897-4793, 897-4794, or e- 
mail readersadvocate@ in- 
quirercom.ph | 
Writers of letters to the edi- 
tor are requested to include 
their complete address and 
telephone or pager number or 
e-mail address for verification 
purposes. The Inquirer will 
not publish any letter unless 
such information is supplied. 
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Clarifying Banal's repeated assaults 


THIS IS TO RESPOND TO THE COLUMN 
of Conrado Banal III titled "Million tanks 
to you." (PDI, 4/25/06) 

Please allow us to correct the inaccura- 
cies that unfairly portrayed Social Securi- 
ty System officials as irresponsible and 
corrupt. The issues were all speculations, 
based on “insider information” or uniden- 
tified sources that most likely are not 
privy to SSS operations. Banal raised 
them without checking his sources, un- 
mindful of whether he would besmirch 
people's reputations. 

We question the motives of Banal, who 
has written a lot of anti-SSS columns. He 
has never sought our side on any of his al- 
legations against the SSS. His personal 
tirades are no better than a hatchet job 
aimed at advancing the interests of a few 
at the expense of more than 25 million 
SSS members. 

Banal said “the SSS is not the one using 
(the SSS office in Makati). Occupying the 
multimillion rented office is an interna- 
tional organization based in Switzerland. 
My info is that it is an association of pen- 
sion funds. It so happens that De la Paz is 
also the president of the international or- 
ganization.” 

Banal could not even get his facts 
straight. The SSS owns the building and 
does not rent it. The 12-story building 
houses the offices of the members of the 
Social Security Commission, its legal 
staff, secretariat and secretary. It also pro- 
vides several hearing rooms at the 11th 
and 12th floors. The rest of the floors are. 
being leased by the Philippine Deposit 
and Insurance Corp. 


"The office of the regional director of 
the International Social Security Associa- 
tion (ISSA) occupies a small nook at the 
11th floor of the building. The occupancy 
is covered by an agreement among the 
555 and the rest of the Philippine Social 
Security Association, including the Gov- 
ernment Service Insurance System and 
ISSA. Itwas signed during the time of for- 
mer SSS Administrator Renato Valencia. 

Also, Banal has been unfairly critical 
about the overseas trips of Corazon de la 
Paz in connection with her being ISSA pres- 
ident. We have said this before, and we will 
say this again: the SSS did not spend for 
those trips even though they were approved 
by the Social Security Commission and the 
Department of Finance. As ISSA president, 
De la Paz is expected to participate in inter- 
national meetings and various fora on so- 
cial security issues such as pension reforms, 
health and safety at work, investment of 
pension funds, migration and women and 
children. 

Banal has repeatedly attacked the 555 
regarding its stand on its shares in Equi- 
table PCIBank. He assails our move to 
study our options and await the decision 
of the Supreme Court on the shares. We 
simply choose to be prudent and cautious 
than to be reckless. We have a fiduciary 
role to fulfill. We cannot renege on our 
mandate to protect the interests of our 
members in the bank. 

—JOELP PALACIOS, 

assistant vice president, 

Media Affairs Department, 

Social Security System, 

East Avenue, Diliman, Quezon City 


Preserve Batanes’ natural beauty and culture 


THIS JS A REACTION TO THE ARTICLE 
“Batanes on the rise.” (PDI, 4/2/06) T 
am an American of Ivatan blood. Т am 
now living in San Diego, CA, USA. My 
father, who was born and raised in 
Ivana, left Batanes in the mid-1970s 
and joined the US Navy. I have visited 
Batanes three times since I was born in 
1980 and I have seen marked changes 
on the islands in my last two visits 
(1995 and 2005). 

1 just want to thank the Inqumen for 
writing such a beautiful article on Batanes. 
It has been our hope that the native 
Ivatans remaining on the islands continue 
to preserve their natural beauty, which 


tourists and natives alike have long loved. 

During my last-trip to Batanes, there 
were rumors that wealthy foreigners 
were planning to purchase large tracts of 
lands and even entire island (s) for "devel- 
opment” into vacation resorts. It saddens 
me to even think of seeing the natural 
beauty and culture of Batanes irreversibly 
given up and wasted for “commercial de- 
velopment,” similar to what has hap- 
pened in Boracay. 

1 hope that the Inquirer article will in- 
fluence others to become actively in- 
volved in the preservation of Batanes 
natural resources. 

—NEREMIAH CASTANO 


Simple matters with big implications 


1 AGREE WITH CONRADO DE QUIROS 
100 percent in his column “Thank God for 
Theresa Pangilinan!" (PDI, 4/25/06) Our 
country needs citizens like Pangilinan. Our 
culture often teaches us to be “nice” at the 
expense of being “true.” 

For the Philippines to move forward, no 
one must be above the law. When I arrived 


| here in New Zealand, I read in the papers 
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that the prime ministers convoy was is- 
sued a speeding ticket. A couple of month's. 
later, the governor general was cited for 
the same offense. 

Would a traffic officer in our country 
dare do the same? How would the appre- 
hended VIPs take it? A very simple matter 
really but with big implications. 

—XAVIER YAR rex_juntex@yahoo.co.nz 
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‘Reinvented’ PNP goal: Decimate NPA 
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VICTIM of development, an Ati child fetches water in a community 
that they stand to lose should resort developers have their way on 


Boracay Island. 
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more active role,” Chief Supt. Is- 
mael Rafanan said as he assumed. 
leadership of the regional police 
command on Tuesday. 

Rafenan telligence 
Forces of 


program would require policemen 


to take on 


Gov’t asks SC to 


Rafanan, the former chief of the 
РМР intelligence group, said while 
the “paradigm shift” would contin- 
tue to see the PNP lending active in- 


support to the Armed 
the Philippines, the new 


more combat missions. 


reverse court 


rulings on Boracay land titling 


By Nestor P. Burgos Jr. 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


ILOILO CITY—THE GOVERNMENT HAS ASKED 
the Supreme Court to reverse lower court rulings 
recognizing the right of settlers and land claimants 
оп Boracay Island to have their lots titled. 

In a 14-page memorandum filed on March 2, 
the Office of the Solicitor General (OSG) asked 
the high court to reverse the decision of the 
Court of Appeals (CA) dated Dec. 9, 2004 as well 
as the CA resolution dated March 31, 2005. 

‘The Dec. 9, 2004 ruling, issued by the appel- 
late court's 20th Division in Cebu City, upheld 
а decision issued by the Kalibo Regional Trial 
Court Branch 5 on July 14, 1999, that a 1978 
presidential proclamation classifying the is- 
and as a tourist and marine zone does not bar 
the claimants from having their lands titled. 

The government appealed the decision, 
which was denied by the CA in its March 31, 
2005 resolution. 

In its petition before the SC, the OSG reiterat- 
edits earlier daim that Boracay Island cannot be 
subjected to land titling because itis still uncias- 
sified. It said that since Boracay was declared as 
public land, the stand could not be sold or leased 
unti itis declared alienable and disposable. 

Private ownership of lots оп ће island is 
technically illegal under Proclamation 1801 
issued by the late President Ferdinand Marcos 
оп Nov. 10, 1978. 

‘The proclamation declared Boracay and 
other islands and coves as tourist and marine 
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zones and categorized the island as public 
lands under the administration and control of 
the Philippine Tourism Authority (РТА). 

But claimants said they have acquired vest- 
ed rights of lands they occupy because they 
have been paying tax declarations, many for 
nearly 30 years. 

Land claimants, led by then Malay town 
mayor and now provincial’ board member 
Jose Yap, filed the petition before the Kalibo 
КТС on Nov. 19, 1997 seeking the court's in- 
terpretation of the proclamation. 

Under a draft administrative order, the 
government is planning to declare more than 
half of the 1,032-hectare island as “alienable 
and disposable.” 

Parts ofthe island will be declared as forest 
lands and will be used for plantation and fish- 
ponds. The other areas will be categorized as 
protected areas and paris. 

But claimants are opposing the classifica- 
tion of Boracay as public land and the plan to 
declare it as alienable and disposable. They 
held protest actions last year against then En- 
vironment Secretary Michael Defensor. 

"We in Boracay will have to bid for our land 
and pay for our lands all over again at market 
rates, if we win the bid. The building that is 
standing on the land will also be the subject of 
public bidding,” Orlando Sacay, chair of the 
Boracay Foundation Inc. (BFI) said in an e- 
mailed statement to the INQUIRER. 

BFI is composed of owners of resorts, hotels, 
restaurants and other businesses on the island. 


Top officials of the AFP's 
Northern Luzon Command at- 
tended the turnover rites. 

"We will be strengthening our 
provincial mobile groups so that we 
can contain the incursions that the 
NPA is doing. We have been experi- 
encing a lot of setbacks. [Rebels] 
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have been very bold in attacking 
our isolated stations simply because 
we lack the manpower,” he said. 

"The AFP he said, will continue tobe 
at the forefront of the ant-insurgency 
campaign. “Tonette Orejas, PDI Cen- 
tral Luzon Desk, and Desiree Caluza, 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 
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of gov't talks with rebels 


y 
BAGUIO CITY—THE ARROYO ADMINISTRA- 
tion is now discussing the impact of Charter 
dljange in its ongoing talks with rebels and ex- 
trefnists in the provinces, the presidential ad- 
viser on the peace process said here last week. 
SeJesus Dureza, a former Mindanao lawmak- 
ér and government peace negotiator, said all 
rebel stakeholders would be apprised about 
the potential changes in the bureaucracy, in- 
cluding a shift to a federal government run by 
parliament. 

But Dureza said the change to a federal 
government would not be reason to reopen 
negotiations with rebel groups, which have 
existing ceasefire agreements with the presi- 
dent, and nota prime minister. 

“The peace process moves above the fray" he 
said, but the implications of a parliament govem- 
ing federated states are already being discussed 
‘with the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF). 

“Walang mabibigla (No one will be caught 


off guard),” he said, in case rebel groups sign 
peace agreements regardless of how the 
‘Charter change movement fares. 

‘Dureza was here to facilitate talks with the 
Cordillera People’s Liberation Army (CPLA) 
formed by the late rebel priest Conrado Balweg. 

The CPLA із the first rebel group to obtain a 
peace agreement with Malacafiang after the 
ouster of strongman Ferdinand Marcos. 

The CPLA pact in 1987, and the lobby exerted 
by the militant Cordillera Peoples Alliance 
helped usher in a provision in the 1987 Constitu- 
tion that mandated the creation of autonomous 
regions in the Cordillera and Mindanao. 

‘Malacafiang, however, has not yet decided 
on how these regions can retain their autono- 
my under a federated Philippines, according 
to Executive Secretary Eduardo Ermita, the 
former government peace process adviser. 

Vincent Cabreza, PDI Northern Luzon Bu- 
reau 
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A CARABAO stays still as he is painted on 
with various designs during a carabao 

| painting contest in Vigan City. The contest. 
was part of the city’s celebration of the 13th 
Viva Vigan Festival of the Arts. 


| Vigan folk 
| try painting 


real carabaos 


By Frank Cimatu 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


VIGAN CITY—WANT TO BE LIKE KIDLAT 
Tahimik, Malang, BenCab and other famous 
and emerging Filipino artists who were com- 
missioned last year by the INQUIRER to paint 
the ношене mascot Guyito? 

You should have been here on Labor Day to 
paint ona real carabao. 

“| washed her early this morning and even 
brushed his horn with a toothbrush," said 
Ricky Aniog of his 8-year-old carabao. 

Marco Tugawan, 15, and five other 
teenagers from the Divine Word College of Vi- 
gan were busy applying a prime of white paint 
(water soluble, of course) on the carabao. 

The carabao won first prize in last year's in- 
,gagural contest. 

* "T don't know what they did. They just ap- 

plied rhany colors on him and placed three 
2 jarsonhishead," said Aniog. 

Tugawan said they planned to paint a farm 
scene. 

The carabao's 3-year-old female offspring 
was also among 20 other "canvases." Local 
artists were painting a surreal scene of tropi- 
cal fish and daisies on her. 

Buffalo, the 18-year-old carabao of Ernesto 
Aster, was fidgety as artists painted Vigan jars 
and a кагегеја wheel on the side. 

Aster said that last year, artists painted the main 
door of the St. Paul's Cathedral on the carabao. 


Other uses 

“Tt was so beautiful I was hesitant to use him on 
the field because he would be muddied,”" said Aster 

Mayor Ferdinand Medina recalled that one 
епу last year painted demons on a carabao and 
the artists dressed themselves up as devils. 

“But after walking a few steps, the carabao 
went berserk, Baka naluganan,” he said, re- 
ferring to the llocano’s belief of spirits enter- 
ing a body. 

Farmers feed the carabaos com and hold them. 
to distract their attention from the painters and 
tostop them from licking the paint. 

Carabacs, unlike horses, do not have sweat 
glands, that is why painting them is possible, Medina. 
Said. But he said they had to be brought to the plaza 
‘at dawn and their place had to be watered to induce 
themtosay 


Sled decor 

Also crucial to the contest is the decoration 
of the sled or the “pasagad.” Jars, Vigan inabel 
cloth, longganiza (sausage), gourds and 
plows are readied by the artists. 

"We wanted to honor ће carabao. After all, 
Vigan is still an agricultural ciry,” Medina said. 

Last year, 20 life-size fiberglass Guyitos ren- 
dered by selected artists were unveiled during 
the Inoumen’s 20th year anniversary These 
were raffled to the top 20 high schools in the 
country to encourage reading and creativity, 

‘Among the shade of huge mango trees at 
Plaza Salcedo, the 20 painted carabaos were 
either stoic or irritated. 

One group was already painting the seal of 
Vigan City and scenes from the rural life as 
well as a carabao and the panorama of the her- 
itage village on the side of another carabao. 

Another group painted a set of guitars on both 
sides of the carabao's rump and planned to in- 
clude a farm scene and a com of the front legs. 

The sleds were also lavishly designed. One 
had a tree full of golden mangoes and other 
fruits, One made a pasagad of two Vigan 
houses, kalesas and jars in miniature, 

Other than the carabao painting, the other con- 
test this Labor Day was bokel or the seed mosaic, 

Last year, artists meticulously used com, rice 
and vegetable seeds to create rustic scenes, kale- 
‘sas and even one of Vigan's famous old houses. 

"The problem was that seed borers and oth- 
er pests entered the picture (the winners were 
glass framed). 

"Despite four fumigations, the pests s 
vived. I guess the seeds were meant to be de- 
voured although we were thinking of forma- 
lin to preserve the seeds," Medina said. 
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Deal with Imelda seen to cost govt P500M. 


By Joey A. Gabieta 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


TACLOBAN CITY—THE 60У. 
ernment will lose control of 
more than P500 million worth 
of sequestered property in Leyte 
once the plan of the Presidential 
Commission on Good Govern- 
ment to enter into a compro- 
mise agreement with former 
first lady Imelda Marcos pushes 


through. 
PCGG regional di 


Pinatubo 
trail opens 
amid probe 


By Tonette Orejas 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


CAPAS, TARLAC—THE 
cal govemment and a 
Korean company on 
Saturday opened the 
mew пай they devel- 
oped toward Mt. Pina- 
tubo, although the De- 
partment of Tourism has 
yet to release the find- 
ings of its investigation 
of alleged violations of 
the new access route. 
‘The inaugural drive 
at the 7-4 dirt road 
(not 20-km as DOT Re- 
gional Director Ronaldo 
"Tiotuico earlier report 
ed) gathered more than 
100 guess, including 
"Pinoy Big Brother” 
winner Nene Tamayo. 
The roue was 
carved amid rolling 
hills starting at Sito 
Patal Pinto and ending 
at Sitio Magkupya. 
Past the approach, 
workers were seen 
building concrete 
drainage pipes іп at 
least two segments 
where water flowed. 
Earth-moving activities 
that began in January 
left mounds of volcanic. 
ash and Maladuron 
trees by the roadside. 


Dusty 

No acddens oc- 
curred in Saturdays trial 
run by almost 70 drivers 
of four whee drive vehi- 
des, Mayor Reynaldo 
 Caracitan said. 

“The only complaint 
was that the road was 
dusty” he told reporters 

He said this was “not 
an entirely new road,” 
because it was revived 
from a road developed 
by logging companies 
inthe 1950s and by the 
United States Air Force 
inthe 1970s. 

The Capas govem- 
ment and the PDC De- 
velopment Corp, he 
said, need not get an 
environmental clear- 
ance certificate бот 
the Department of En- 
vironment and Natu- 
Tal Resources for the 
projectas the road was 
only rehabilitated. 


Safety 

The other issues that 
the national DOT office 
needed to confirm per- 
tained to the roads 
safety and the lack of 
free and prior informed 
consent from tribal 
groups in the area. 

"Tourism Undersecre- 
tary Oscar Palabyab on 
Sunday told the Ingun- 
a that the results of the 
investigation would be 
known this week. 

At Magkupya, the 
PDCDC flattened an 
area for parking space 
and toilets. Nearby, it 
also maintained a sta- 
ble for 30 horses for 
Tent to tourists. 

From there, а 
downhill path inter- 
sects with the regular 
route to the volcano, 
-reducing the trek time 
by less than an hour. 

The regular route 
traverses the O' Don- 
nell River, which has 
been filled with lahar 
or volcanic mud, tum- 
ing it into a sort of a 
gray highway that 
leads to what tourists 
callas lahar canyons. 


tor Renoir 
Dauag, however, said any com- 
promise agreement that might be 


entered into by the Marcos wid- 
ow and the national government 
would take some time to com- 
plete. 

"Any (compromise) agree- 
ment between her and the gov- 
emment faces legal impedi- 
ments. There are still several cas- 
es filed against her before the 
Sandiganbayan. I don’t know 


Marcos, then “we will follow it 


"But so far, there is none. These 
are just talks," he said. 


Compromise agreement. 
The PCGG, through Com- 
missioner Ricardo Abcede, 
had expressed its intention to 
strike a compromise agree- 
how this will be resolved ment with the former first lady 
Dauag told the INQUIRER. in exchange for the dropping 
Dauagsaidthatiftherewasan of all criminal cases filed 
order from the PCGG's main of- against her. 
fice toretum the pieces of proper- Marcos owns several pieces 
ty that are being claimed by Mrs. of property in Leyte that have 


brary. 


been placed under the admin- 
istration and control of the 
PCGG. 
These include the 24 
hectare estate in Olot, Tolosa, 
the imposing buildings of the 
Santo Nifio Shrine and Muse- 
um that contain several arti- 
facts and religious icons, and um. 
the People's Center and Li- 


The museum and the library 
are located on Real Street. 

Dauag estimated the total 
worth of the property at over 
P500 million. Incidentally, these trol. 


provide PS million in income to 
the PCGG annually. 

The PCGG earns from rents 
paid by private individuals in 
the Olot Estate and the Peo- 
ple's Center, and the tour fees 
collected from visitors of the 
Santo Niño Shrine and Muse- 


The money is used to pay the 
salaries of the PCGG's 26 per- 
sonnel and its maintenance and 
other operating expenses for the 
pieces of property that are un- 
der its administration and con- 


- 


22 April to 31 May 

Poster Exhibit from Don Quijote 
Movies at Instituto Cervantes 
Gallery, 855 T. M. Kalaw St, Ermita, 
Manila (www.manila.cervantes.es) 
Get the opportunity to marvel at the 45 posters 
of films based on Don Quijote de la Mancha, 
produced in different countries at the new 
Instituto Cervantes Gallery in Manila. 

16 May 

Book Launch: Endangered, Fil- 
Hispanic Architecture. Papers from 
the First International Congress on 
Fil-Hispanic Architecture held in 
November 2002. 

Instituto Cervantes Gallery, 

855 T. M. Kalaw St, Ermita, Manila 


Film screenings on FOOTBALL are scheduled. 

on the following dates every 5 p.m. in 

Instituto Cervantes: 

6 May: Soccer Days 

13 May: The Goalkeeper 

20 May: The Longest Penalty in the World 

27 May: Real, The Movie 

Football in Spain is much more than a sport. It is also a symbol of regional rivalries. 


Sometimes, it is even related to politics and social issues. This film series presents 
four movies that explore this sport from different perspectives. 


ET 
4 May * Crossroad 77 Convenarium, Quezon City 
6 May * SM City Cebu 


The Antonio Forcione Quartet, a presentation by 
the British Council 


Hailed as the Jimi Hendrix of the acoustic guitar, award-winning Antonio Forcione 
is considered one of the most charismatic and inventive performers to come out of 
Europe in recent years. His remarkable originality stems from his creative quest fo 
use every imaginable part of the acoustic guitar, without for a second, losing sight 
of a refined musical sense. The Antonio Forcione Quartet plays vibrant and evocative 
music tinged with echoes of African, flamenco, Brazilian, classical and blues with a 
hint of Indian raga. 
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6 May 
European Union Cup Racing Festival (Horse Racing) 


Back by popular demand, the second European Union Cup Racing Festival at Santa 
‘Ana Park, Manila, with the feature race - The European Union Cup - and a full card 
of supporting races named after the European Union Member States. 


зли 


9 Мау 
Europe Day Reception 
(By invitation only) Mandarin Oriental Hotel, Makati City 


А reception to mark the friendship between the European Union and the Philippines 


Europe Month * May 2006 
Experience the Unique yet Diverse Culture of the EU 
A festival to showcase the best of European arts and sports to mark Europe's 
growing relationship with the Philippines and the founding of the European Union 
on 9 May 1950 


11 to 31 May 
World Press Photo Exhibition 
presented by the Royal Netherlands 
Embassy and the Ayala Museum 
The exhibition shows the winning images of the 
49th World Press Photo contest and besides being 
shown in Manila, will travel to 85 other cities 
around the world. 

Each year, an independent international jury, 
consisting of thirteen members, judges the entries 
submitted by photojournalists, agencies, 
newspapers and magazines from all corners of the 
world. This year's competition attracted 4,448 
photographers from 122 countries. This year's 
exhibition contains approximately 200 winning 
photographs in 10 different categories: Spot News, 
General News, People in the News, Sports Action, 
Sports Features, Contemporary Issues, Daily Life, 
Portraits, Arts and Entertainment and Nature. 


AyalaMustuM 


22 May 
ECCP Golf Tournament, Sta. Elena Golf and 
Country Club in Laguna 


26 to 27 May 
ECCP Oro Chamber Golf Challenge, 
Pueblo de Oro and Country Club in Cagayan de Oro 


26 to 27 May 
Nemanja Radulovic performing with Dominique Plancade 
Classical violin & piano concert, Philam Life Theatre, 

U.N. Avenue, Manila 

Born in former Yugoslavia, Nemanja Radulovic studied music in Germany, and 
perfected the violin in France. Selected “Rising Star for 2006-2007” by the directors 
of the prestigious concert halls of Europe and America, 20-yenr-old Nemanja performs 
for the third time in Manila during the French Spring for the musiccloving Filipino 
‘audience, accompanied on the piano by equally talented, Dominique Plancade. 
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26 May 

Launch of Europe Ko To Drawing Contest 

26 May to 3 June 

A celebration of Mozart's Music 

Join these tin events at The Podium with the drawing contest for elementary and. 
high school students about perceptions of the European Union. At the same time, get 
the chance to view special videos on Mozart and to listen to his immortal music. 
"ODIUM x EE 

27 May 

Mozart Night, Mandarin Oriental Hotel, Makati City 


Four-course dinner for this special evening has been specially prepared by the Captain's 
Bar in Mandarin Hotel. Details may be obtained from the hotel. 

29 May 

An Evening with Mozart, Sanctuario de San Antonio Parish 
A presentation by the Sanctuario de San Antonio Parish Council and Johann Strauss 
Society in cooperation with the Embassy of Austria to celebrate the 250th Year of 
Mozart, a major concert featuring Mozart concerto for flute and harpand Mozart's 
coronation mass. 
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Heritage festival 
opens in Paoay 


By Cristina Arzadon. 
Paoay, Ilocos Norte 


LTHOUGH THE PAOAY CHURCH WAS INSCRIBED AS A WORLD 

heritage site in 1998, stakeholders are beginning to realize the 

need to participate in the conservation of the single, most impor- 
tant historical icon in Paoay, Ilocos Norte. 


in November 1995. 
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Residents agree that Paoay is more than just 
media hype or a business. The town has been 
placed under the watch of the global commu- 
nity as the home of a world-class pride. 

‘That the country’s cultural community has 
continued to take notice of Paoay was indicat- 
ed when the National Commission for Culture 
and the Arts (NCCA) chose the town as the. 
launching pad of this year's Filipino Heritage. 
Festival on April 30. 

In 2003, President Macapagal-Arroyo is- 
sued Proclamation No. 439 declaring May as 
National Heritage Month. This year, the festi 
val showcases the rich Filipino heritage in dif- 
ferent provinces to spur public and private 
support for the preservation of ethnic and cul- 
tural roots. 

Ilocos Norte Gov. Ferdinand Marcos Jr. and 
Paoay Mayor Bonifacio Clemente headed the 
contingent that welcomed organizers led by 
the NCCA Heritage Festival committee. 

“In this troubled times, itis important to re- 
mind all of us how we came to be as a people. 
By this self-examination, we can trace our 
roots and understand our direction for the fu- 
ture,” Marcos said during the inaugural pro- 
gram. 


Church rehab 

Part of the festival preparation was restor- 
ing the Paoay Church's interior walls through 
a fund-raising activity that the parish priest, 
Victor Calma, had initiated. The rehabilita- 
tion, however, was not completed in time for 
the event. 

Calma said more funds were needed to 
complete the work. 

Through donations, the interior walls and 
chambers were coated with white paint and 
gold linings. Visible fissures on the walls were 
reportedly plastered according to specifica- 
tions prescribed by the National Historical In- 
stitute (NHD. 

It was not clear if the restoration was 
meant for the festival ceremonies. When 
funds fell short, it was suspended, leaving the 
exit ways unpainted, 

art of preserving the 16th-century Euro- 
pean baroque cultural icon was closing down 
the roads around it to heavy vehicles. Only 
light vehicles were allowed to pass through 
near the church, 


Ground movements 

Structural engineers who inspected the 
church in early 2000 noted that ground 
movements caused by heavy vehicles might 
disturb the church's foundation. 

The two-day launching rites that began on 
‘April 30 were uniquely remarkable, too. 
"These were opened by world-acclaimed pi- 
anist Cecile Licad in an evening performance 
inside the spruced-up St. Augustine Church, 

Sharing the stage with Licad were tenor 
Lemuel de la Cruz, soprano Alexis Edralin, 
flutist GJ Herman Gomez, and assisting pi- 
anist Mary Anne Espina. 

А surprise performer was young Ilocano pi- 
anist Bianca Montañez of Piddig town, who 
won in the National Music Competitions for 
Young Artists. Licad is said to have discovered 
Montañez during her (Licad’s) performance 
in Tuguegarao City in Cagayan in 2004. 


Enchanted 

Licad and her group enchanted the crowd 
led by Chief Justice Artemio Panganiban and 
other Supreme Court justices, They were in 
town on the invitation of Associate Justice 
Conchita Carpio-Morales, a Paoay resident 
and owner of one of the heritage houses. 

Organizers and local tourism groups put 
together a two-day parade of cultural shows 
and exhibits showcasing the town's famous 
inabel designs and well-preserved keepsakes. 

The group visited three heritage houses 
whose unique architectural designs had been 
preserved. 

The festival committee reportedly pre- 
vailed upon the residents of a bubble-topped 
octagonal house, an American colonial house, 
to stop their plans to knock down the struc- 
ture and replace it with another. 

‘The homeowners had reportedly told the 
NHI that the colonial house, north of the 
Paoay Church, has shown structural decay 
and in danger of collapsing. Reports said the 
instirute had promised the owners that it 
would provide funds to restore the house. 

isitors also sampled traditional Ilocano 
cuisine, such as “imbaliktad” (beef entrails 
cooked with the sauce from small intestines), 
"unnok" (freshwater clams), "pokipoki" 
(mashed broiled eggplant sautéd with ground 
pork, tomatoes and native onions) and the 
popular Ilocano longganisa (native sausage). 

They visited other heritage houses in San 
Nicolas, Sarrat and Batac towns. 
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Pangasinensesjoin hands — ' 
to send scholars to school 


By Gobleth Moulic 
Dagupan City 


N A RARE 
display OF 


support, gov- 

ernment officials 
from rival politi- 
cal paries in 
Pangasinan 
joined en- 
trepreneurs, pro- 
fessionals and 
civic-minded 
people in raising 
funds to fulfill 
the dreams of 
poor students in 
the province. 

In February the gov. THESE new design dresses are crafted from 
emment and the inabel. PHOTOS BY RAY ZAMBRANO 
vate sector set aside 
fears ofa coup detat and committed Filipinos in Seattle to sponsor at 
themselves to send poor students о least one student a year Fortu- 
school. They pooled their resources nately, these kind-hearted souls 
to help the Pangasinan-Washington have continued supporting the 
Sister State Association (Pawassa) project,” Wapssa president Alma 
produce a fashion show titled «06 Kern told the INQUIRER in an inter- 
Fashion Revolution” to finance the view Jast year in Seattle. 
college education of its 32 scholars in Armi Lorica, Pawassa treasurer 
Various universities in Pangasinan. who helped organize the event, 

Local politicians, businessmen, said provincial officials led by 
doctors, students and people Gov. Victor Agbayani had pledged 
from the private sector not only money to Pawassa. 
sold the P1,000 tickets for the А . 
wold oci the show to the Moved to tears Oriental Assurance Corporation. 
delight of the crowd. Lorica said some people, who 

Sixty-one amateur models could not pe iaman dona- 3-4 Vix Л 
wore the creations of six local de- tions, shared talent, energy and | f d 
worethe canna ваја по ао hep prods the Giving Filipinos peace of min 
gasinan Fashion Council (PFC). show. Others used their network 

‘The designers—Rhoda Ceralde, to get sponsors, she said. 


Raffy Viemes, Vidalyn Ferrer, Luchi — Alvin Mendoza, a Math major 
Vicente, Glademir Echavarre and ас the Pangasinan State Universi- 
Billy Tamagos—used the indigenous ty and Pawassa scholar, moved 
fabric abel iloco, which was donated the audience to tears when he 


by the locos Sur government. They spoke during the show. 
did not charge for their services. “Poverty is not a hindrance to suc- " А " " 
" cess. Most of us [are aware of that Since 1962, Oriental Assurance Corporation has been providing 

Fashionable saying] but I believe in it" said Men- fire, marine, surety, casualty insurance lines and designs insurance 

.Pawassa president Celia Lam- doza, whose mother is very Ш. Be- protection packages for the Filipino and his business. Nurturing 
bino ld Бе пар ом Снр е ра good business relationships, being flexible to our client’s 
the use of abel, a viable and fash- desand teachers shelled out money пе An ie e treating ees ow Hes 
ionable textile, and to raise funds to support his education. ank you. your confidence „ме ve reacnet Мана 
for Pawassa scholars. “Scholars are much motivated Ба Y 

‘One scholar, Deo Canave, com- to achieve our goals because we 
pleted his computer science degree want the best for our family We "77 E 
fast year and is now working fora don't want our children to experi- r А 
bank in Pasig City,Lambino said. ence cooking noodles for viand Oriental Assurance Corporation 

"Wie could not have done this almost everyday and even photo- o GRON 
d e dett ppl]. copriarbonkss пева ur name is Oriental. Our coverage is universal 
pus) of our patrons and “We are striving hard to avoid 

lends she told some 300 people these things from happening Ai (T ji 
who attended the fashion show. again for [the sake] of our future. олс Be VES Dr peus OP bs 

Since 1995, Pawassa and its US family. Without your support, our www.oac.com.ph 
counterpart, the Washington-Pan- dream will remain a dream." 
gasinan Siter Sure Assocation Гая year Wapess quum бот FIRE* MOTOR CAR « MARINE CARGO « PERSONAL ACCIDENT e MARINE HULL e AVIATION BONDS = ENGINEERING 
рни а гунае CQUIPMENT FLOATER • ALL RISK POLICY AND OTHER MISCELLANEOUS CASUALTY LINES 
‘educational materials and financial urged them to seriously pursue their 
assistance to poor college students, goals so they could become produc- 

"We have been encouraging tve members ofthe community 
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work here, there and everywhere. 


Global companies now look for people with international diplomas from global schools. An informatics 
diploma is recognized in almost 50 countries , giving you a significant edge in getting the job you want, 
alimost anywhere in the world. Why settle for just a local diploma if you can get easy access for better 
paying jobs locally or overseas with 
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^ with STI. 
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ERNESTO Macahiya, in handcuffs, is brought to a Makati City court to 
face rebelion charges filed against him by the government. ноло: 
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Like any parent, you only want the best for your child. Let STI help 
ensure your child's solid educational foundation through its 
nationwide network of preparatory schools, elementary schools and 
high schools. 


With over 23 years of providing quality ICT and  ICT-enhanced 
‘education, STI brings Из academic expertise to the prep and basic 
education levels through its unique ACE Program. STI's ACE program 
Synergizes all facets of earning to empower your child to achieve his 
maximum potential, and prepare him for lifelong learning. 
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Gringo aide detained 
at Makati City jail 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 


RETIRED BANK EXECUTIVE 
Emesto Macahiya, who is facing 
rebellion charges along with for- 
mer Sen. Gregorio Honosan, will 
spend his days in the company of 
robbers, drug pushers and other 
crime suspects while on trial. 

Four days after his arrest, the 
spokesperson of the Philippine 
Guardians Brotherhood Inc. (PGBI) 
was transferred yesterday to the 
jam-packed Makati City Jail on 
Lawton Avenue in Barangay North- 
side, joining some 720 inmates. 

Jail guards brought him to Cell 
No. 8, one of 11 MCJ cells for 
male inmates which hold be- 
tween 45 and 90 detainees each. 

Judge Oscar Pimentel ordered 
Macahiya brought to MCJ after 
the Philippine National Police 
turned him over to the Makati Re- 
gional Trial Court Branch 148 at 
around 11 a.m. yesterday. 

Pimentel set his arraignment 
on May 9. 

“I was told by the judge that 
even in the absence of my co-ac- 
cused, my case can proceed,” 
Macahiya told reporters as he 
маз escorted out of the court- 
room after a 15-minute meeting 
‘with the judge. 


Conscience is clean 

Macahiya was the first to be ar- 
rested of six co-accused, includ- 
ing Honasan. The others were 
leaders and members of the PGBI, 
a fraternity of active and retired 
military and police officers which 
Honasan founded. 

“My conscience is clean,” said 
Macahiya, who was handcuffed 
and was escorted by four police 
officers. “I think given a fais, just 
treatment of the legal processes, I 
feel I can overcome all these 
trumped-up charges.” 


thing, the charge sheet was “riddled 
with inaccuracies and untruths." 

"The charge sheet referred to me 
asa retired colonel, but whether its 
AFP or PNP was not mentioned 
there. But the truth of the matter is 1 
have never been identified with any 
organization, whether AFP or the 
police. Im a retired executive of the 
DBP (Development Bank of the 
Philippines). It goes to show how- 
crude was the intelligence report 
that went into the preparation of 
the charge sheet," he said. 

Operatives ‘of the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines Counter- 
Intelligence Group arrested Mac- 
ahiya near a cockpit in Barangay 
San Antonio, Los Bafios, Laguna, 
adjacent to his hometown of Bay. 
He was first detained at Camp Vi- 
cente Lim in Calamba City. 

He had a P500,000 bounty, 
part of an P8-million reward that 
the government put up for the 
capture of his group. 


No complaints 

Asked about his detention, 
Macahiya said: "So far so good, " 
it’s just that I can't sleep well. 
"They (custodians) are very civil 
and professional and, so far І 
have no complaints." 

Macahiya had been in hiding: 
since Makati RTC Branch 145 
Judge Cesar Santamaria issued 
arrest warrants for him and his 
fellow accused on Feb. 25. 

“The Department of Justice had 
earlier charged the group for 
their alleged role in planning the 
takeover of the Oakwood Premier 
apartment-hotel in Makati City 
on July 27, 2003. 

The case was initially raffled 
off to Santamaria but was later 
transferred to Branch 148. This 
court has been hearing the coup 
d'etat case against 31 junior mili- 
tary officers tagged as leaders of 
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Macahiya said that, for one the Oakwood mutiny. - 


"^ Gringo sent 
| surrender 
feelers, says 
Pimentel 
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bellion is a bailable 
offense, Pimentel said 
Honosan was "not 
sure if the govern- 
ment will give him a 
fair deal.” 

The government 
had put up a P5-mil- 
lion bounty for the ar- 
rest of Honasan, 58. 
The former leader of 
the Reform the Armed 
Forces Movement 
who led coup attempts against former Presi- 
dent Corazon Aquino had been tagged as the 
brains behind several coup plots against Ms 
Arroyo. (See related story on this page) 


HONASAN 


Kalibo or Roxas 
ilo 


р688++ 


Bacolod, Cebu, lollo, Puerto Princess or Tacloban 


ғ888++ 


“The removal of ће bounty will ease the 
situation somehow and it would be a good 
start,” Pimentel said, adding that Honosan 
did not indicate where he was and he did not 
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ask. 

Pimentel declined to reveal Honasan's text 
messages but he said "not one (of them) 
speaks of revolution.” To one message, Pi- 
mentel said he replied: "Count on me for 
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whatever is legally possible." 

The opposition senator said he could help 
by ensuring that Honasan's right as an accused 
entitled to the presumption of innocence until 
proven guilty was respected. 

He said he had accompanied Honasan before a. 
Department of Justice panel of investigators when 
he was similarly charged a few years ago. 


Pimentel said his efforts should not be con. 
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sidered a negotiation for a compromise with the 
government, He said he was not aware of any 
negotiations being conducted. 

Tt was earlier reported that Honasan's 
emissaries had been holding talks with gov 
ernment officials purportedly for his surren 
der, but Malacaiiang has denied this. 
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AFP restricts media movements inside Camp Aguinaldo 


By Dona 2. Pazzibugan Senga'sorderinamemo dated only enter offices in the camp if 
April 20. they are accompanied by a PIO 
CONORDERS OF ARMED FORCES ^ Reporters who have covered staffer or if they have written 
Chief of Staff Gen. Generoso Sen- the defense beat for years authorization or a media advi- 
ga, media movements have been could not recall a time when sory from the PIO. 
restricted inside the AFP general such а memo was issued. ‘The Military Police Battalion 
headquarters. Copies of the memo were “shall ensure immediate clear- 
АП areas inside Camp giventoreportersonlyon April ing of areas not authorized for 
Aguinaldo “other than the im- 28, after a GMA 7 reporter and coverage and promptly escort 
mediate vicinity” of the AFP his crew were barred from en- concerned media personnel to 
Public Information Office tering Camp Aguinaldo on the DPC office or PIO-AFP in case 
(PIO), the adjoining Defense basis of Kison’s memo. of failure to present the above 
Press ‘Corps (DPC) office and Perthe memo, only media rep- requirements," Kison said. 
the grandstand area are now  resentatives with accredited РІО Не said the memo was is- 
“off limits” to members of the identification cardsmayenterthe sued “in view of security mea- 
media “unless authorized" by camp“on days when there areno sures as mandated by AFP 
Col. Tristan Kison, chief of the scheduled press conferences or R{egulation] G-200-013." 
PIO. media advisories.” Copies of the regulation dat- 
Kison himself announced Members of the media may ed Dec. 29, 1967, which re- 
portedly sets guidelines for 
s: handling classified informa- 
Media group says ОМА зеш 
But earlier, Kison said the regu- 
, lation would be invoked should 
doesn’t understand ... со: te mian 1 
tum in the fact-finding report 
e that cleared four generals impli- 
memet пе ара en siren cated inthe “Hello Garci” election 
tive Journalism] indicates a con- week that press freedom “suf “aud scandal. 
Toons hat hen latin ts dowihe Бива завела s mmber af 0s ATE Mas beta Daniy 
couragement of rebellion,” the important countries in Asia and criticized for refusing to dis- 
group said. Tee DOS including the Close in full the report submit- 
“As a nation that had previous- philippines. ted by a panel headed by Vice 
ly endured a dictatorship, We с said in a survey report that Admiral Mateo Mayuga, the 
should condemn any move to- the Philippines was only “partly Navy chi 
ward the suppression of demo- free.” with press freedom declin- Mayuga released a summary 
cratic rights and liberties,” itsaid. ing because of the continued of the findings on April 13, six 
"the FFE) sold last week that "high level" of physical violence Months after the investigation 
Probe Productions had received a against journalists. was concluded and after Mala- 
warning from the National Тһе International Press In- canang gave the go-signal. 
Telecommunications Commis- stitute, a global networkofedi- , Since the “Hello багс? sean: 
sion for airing an interview with tors, media executives and dal broke out in June last year, 
Tele soldier st Lt Sonny leading Journalists dedicated te military has been accused 
Sarmiento. des depuandig of press of covering up for intelligence 
AE the tine, Jontce бетешу freedom, among other things, Detonmel suspected of wise И 
Raul Gonzalez himself ordered also said the Philippines was ‘@PPINE President Macapagal- bursots cse omia ола caa ариз ont altro Basan црна Ја ei SOS Sad 
the National Bureau of Investiga- “the most dangerous country, А7950 and other offal er STILL IN BATTLE GEAR 
tion to look into the supposed lia- and its government appears to tian presidential elec- Members of the Presidential Security Group stride through Malacafiang’s Kalayaan Hall still in full battle. 
bility of the show's producers ій be encouraging the violence by ^ gear a day after protest rallies marked the commemoration of Labor Day. оницон 


the interview. failing to properly investigate 
Gonzalez said there was “a the murders.” 


thin tine” between “freedom of ` ButtwoofthePresidentsallies "ASUS recommends Windows XP Home” 
the press and the press being in Congress, Eastern Samar Rep. 
used to propagate the cause of Marcelino Libanan and Davao del 
rebellion.” Sur Rep. Douglas Саба, yester- 
But, according to the БРЕЈ day said the report of Freedom e co re 0 powe r U tec по оду 
“here is a thin line that separates House was “unfair and inaccu- 
legitimate complaint against irre- rate." 
sponse journalism and intoler- " Cagas said press freedom was Broce yourself for the ultimate mobile multimedia experienc with ASUS павіс: (оез dual cra technology that lets you enjoy 
ance for scrutiny and public eval- freely exercised in the country, simultaneous high-quolity audio & video playback, gaming ond web browsing. 
uation.” “аз shown by unrestricted media 
Tt also pointed out that a few reports” on alleged wrongdoing 
weeks ago, Jonathan Tiongco, in the government. 
who has connections to Ms Аг Libanan said the fact that crit- 
royo's chief of staff, Michael De- = ics of the President and the press 
fensor, had applied for a warrant соціа “liberally criticize" the Ar- Intel Core Processor Dun T2300 @ 1.66 GHz 
tosearch the officesofthePCIJ. royo administration proved that 51248 Memory 
It quoted РСЦ staff members press freedom was "very much oca HOD 
as saying that their office had live in the country” DVO Soper Mui Double Layer DVD Super Multi Double Loyer 
“suddenly become the subject of Вис they acknowledged the ur- A 1516 154 ИСА 
inquiries from strangers asking gent need to solve the media Incl 9456M 3 АТИ Mobily Rodeon 140025608 
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inthe Philippines (NUJP), said 76 killings and prosecute those re- & d " 
journalists had been killed while sponsible,” Cagas said. P 6,658.33/mo >> 1.3M pixel Web camera 
‘working in the line of duty since Still, House Minority Leader s 
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Jose Torres, spokesperson of 


1986. Francis Escudero said the Free- ip vonontns ОНА 


“Even if fewer journalists have dom House report proved the 
died this year so far, this does not claim of the opposition that the 
mean the threats to press free- country was under “undeclared 
dom have eased. We should martial rule.” 
blame the President for these "the media should continue to 
Killings because itis her responsi- stand firm and never be intimi- 
bility to take care of press free- dated in reporting the true state 
dom and implement laws to pro- of affairs in the country,” he said. 
tect it,” Torres said. 

Said Vergel Santos of the Cen- House resolution 
ёг for Media Freedom and Re- Members of the House pre- 
sponsibility: “The press has never pared to file today a resolution 
been under siege as itis now. The honoring journalists killed in the Pentium M740 1.7 GHz ` Pentium M 740 17 GHz 
media must come to the realiza- -line of duty for keeping “the fire мапа Expr Intel 9156 Express 19891564 Express Intel 9156M Express 
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HAT’S INSIDE .. 


E 'Rambotito' vs Bi Pasig спосо B Vintage bomb 
‘Leon Guerrero’: factory allowed unearthed in Ayala 
The battle toreopen construction site 
begins /A26 fori5days /A26 


NBI warns 
against phone 
transactions 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


THE NATIONAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
has warned bank officials to be more careful in 
dealing with new clients after two banks in 
Metro Manila lost millions of pesos to alleged 
conartists. 

Ruel Lasala, chief of the NBI National Capi- 
tal Region (NCR) office, said one bank lost 
P25 million in December 2005 while another 
lost P1.3 million last month—to men who had 
posed as traders. 

“Officials have refused to reveal the names 
oftheir banks for fear of public panic and out- 
rage,” Lasala told reporters in an interview. 

"The NBI official said they were still uying 
to determine if the two suspects were mem- 
bers of the same syndicate. 


How they did it 

According to Lasala, both men used the 
same modus operandi. They first opened a 
savings or checking account with the bank, 
making an initial deposit of less than 
P100,000. 

This was followed by a bigger amount, un- 
til the deposit reached millions of pesos. 
shortly after, the "client" called up the bank 
officer and informed him that he would with- 
draw all the money he had in his account. 

‘The following day, a person with a check or 
deposit slip bearing the clients signature ap- 
peared at the bank. 

"Because the bank officers mind was al- 
ready ‘conditioned’ that a transaction involv- 
ing the particular client would take place, he 
became lax in verifying the signatures and 
documents,” Lasala said. 

The signatures on the papers later turned 
utto be spurious. 


Double whammy 

‘After the bank officer released the money, 
the client called to inquire about the status of 
his account. 

Told that the bank had already given his 
money to the person whom he had sent to the. 
bank earlier, the client then denied knowledge 
of the transaction and demanded that the en- 
tire amount be returned to him, Lasala said. 

As a result, the banks suffered a “double 

whammy"—after losing millions of pesos be- 
cause of the fake transaction, it lost more 
money because it had to return the same 
amount to the client. 
* "We are asking bank officers to be cautious 
iij dealing with new clients and ensure that 
over-the-phone transactions are conducted 
carefully" Lasala said. 


Makeover 
in the works 


for Amoranto Set your pulse racing and your temperature rising with the drive that thrills. 
The Honda Civic. All-new and all that you desire. 


By DJ Yap 


THE QUEZON CITY GOVERNMENT PLANS 
to modernize the Amoranto Sports Complex 
in a bid to develop an international-caliber 
sports program for the city’s young athletes. 

Mayor Feliciano Belmonte Jr. made the an- 
founcement during the recent opening of the 
Batang QC Olympics at the stadium on Roces 
‘Avenue in Barangay Paligsahan. 

Belmonte stressed the need to develop the 
lone city-owned center for sports develop- 
ment, into a world-class stadium to meet the 
needs of the city's athletes. 

‘According to him, Quezon City should add 
to its pool of athletic talents by making more 
residents conscious of the city’s sports pro- 
grams. He added that the yearly sports tour- 
nament for the youth was an indication of the 
strides being made by the city in terms of pro~ 
moring sports consciousness. 

Vice Mayor Herbert Bautista cited the need 
to ger the participation of the barangays, from 
which the city had been mining its sports tal- 
ents 
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aguig community up іп arms vs project „меча 
Workers find bomb 
1 1 Н і 1 1 H s A VINTAGE bomb was dug up last. 
Housing scheme displaced lives, claim irate Bicutan re sidents testy cnseton rei 
one of Makats major thorough 
E only when several policemen and fares, the city police said yesterday. 
Briten. y Paringay watchmen went to the The construction workers Tounfi the 
‘TENSION GRIPPED ACROWDED area to talk to them. bomb on Thursday айетооў ег 
community in Taguig City before April Al-Raschid, FTI satellite 5 they had dug a hole more tke 
midnight Monday when some government office manager, ewe ied in Viae uer 
200 people living beside the site meanwhile, denied the residents’ Se pi peus Ty 
of a local government housing claims and said that the local gov- E pei issue te VS drea 
project threw stones at the fence emment was implementing the Е eed tu bomb dnd пи Y 
» surrounding the site. housing project for their benefit. 2 ver to the Southern Police District 
Residents of a depressed area "Тһе people behind the rumors for safekeeping. “Ths is part of 
on the PNR Site, FTI Complex in are those who do not want to par- what was left here during World War 
Barangay Western Bicutan said ticipate in the housing solution. Ме bombs are sale along 88 
“they were protesting against the What they want is the land, not they are underneath Thera is no 
construction of the Habitat for houses, to be awarded to them,” ` Ра reason to be worried about i," said 
= Humanity housing project. she told the INQUIRER. 5 $ dk Senior Supt. Marietto Valerio, city 
.' They also accused the Taguig __Al-Raschid said the housing pro- M 4 police chief. SWAT officer in charge 
City government of starting the ject will initially benefit 100 fami- БРОЗ Edwin Quilala said the “goner- 
two fires that broke out in their lies out of the 4,000 residents who з al purpose” bomb weighed about 
. neighborhood last month, alleg- live beside the railroad tracks. 250 pounds. The police has in- 
lig that this was a tactic to force “Ре project works out, thats : 4 structed construction workers and 
-them out of the area to pave the the time we will build a Habitat 5 Security officers in the area to im- 
‘way forthe project on the 11.8-ha community” she added. mediately call up the Makati SWAT 
government property She added that her office ЕЧ ое 4 
le’ „Construction on the housing would hold а dialogue with resi- < аде bombs. Ран: 
‘project began last month. dents within the week to settle farra V. Quismundo 


The residents were pacified theissue. : Life term for rapist 
SCENE STEALER AMAN was sentenced to life impris- 
2 PO2 Edmundo Dionisio provided comic relief for policemen tasked to keep ralliers away from the ‘onment by a Quezon City court yes- 
Pasig chocolate factory Don Chino Roces Bridge (formerly Mendiola) on May 1, Labor Day. One of those who watched Vie fr at Adie de 
Diorisio's impromptu stand-up comedy act was Metro police chief Vidal Querol.  sownacasmas Me ee а intl 
allowed to reopen for 15 days fhe GC Regiona! ral Court Branch 
81 found Evan Ado guilty of rape 
By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. The factory in Barangay : : : and on top of the prison term, or- 
i һ s | Binay vs Lapid: The battle begins | E25: 
PASIG CITY OFFICIALS HAVE April 20 after residents com- Р P100,000 in moral damages and 
allowed the chocolate factory plained they had developed м 3 5 ivilindemnity. Court records 
Gamed by the Universal Robi- respiratory and skin illnesses. | ВУ Tarra V. Quismundo an M-16 rifle at the height of a told reporters that the First Cou- showed that the victim was sleeping 
maCorptotemporarlyreopen "The factory was allowed to Coup attempt against then presi- ple have convinced him to chal- arly in the morning of Oct, 8. 2001 
Ost seven days after it was reopen last Friday after they | EXPECT THE RACE МОД EAR dent Corazon Aquino, described lenge Binay next year, should the when someone switched off the 
‘closed down for alleged viola- agreed to several conditions to for Makati City mayor to be inter- the electoral contest, however, as latter run for a third and final light inside their shanty on Doña 
tions of the antipollution law, minimize the pollution during | esting. "Rambotito" has just tak- а “war by proxy.” term as mayor. Nicasia Street in Barangay Payatas. 
‘The factory resumed opera- our public hearing,” Село | еп on the challenge of "Leon “They (President Macapagal- Тарі said one of his reasons But the victim said she was able to 
tions last Friday after manage- chief Raquel Naciongayo told | Guerrero.” Arroyo and First Gentleman Jose for running was to stop the ‘coanlze Ado. ne husbands ter 
ment promised city officials the INQUIRER. Makati Mayor Jejomar Binay Miguel Arroyo) can use their antigovernment rallies being Esp deco УМ 
that they would install anti- “Ме might extend the tem- yesterday said he was ready to power, influence and money In held in Makati. Binay is the head [s ИЕ“ dd, ode LM 
pollution devicesin 30 days. porary reopening to another фасе Sen. Lito Lapid if the actor, the end, the people of Makati will ofthe United Opposition. Renato ovii V ння 
Te Ger Environment and 15 days or reinstate the clo- | who had portrayed several char- be the отео decide,” Binaysaid Binay, however, retorted: “Itis word account of the crime than the 
Natal "Resources Office, sure depending on the com- | acters, including Leon Guerrero, in Sararen rather naive to run ona platform  jorused' alibi that he was attending 
however, will closely monitor plainants," Naciongayo said. а local version of the "Lone “That would bea dream fight, of disrespect for the Constitu- a wake at the time of the incident. 
the factory's operations for 15 The city government is also | Ranger,” decides to push through but sadly, it seems that the Ar- tion. The court noted that Ado was not 
days to determine whether or closely monitoring 12 other with his plan to run forcitymayor royos would rather have some- "The people of Makati judge able to produce a witness'to corrob- 
not it should be allowed to factories under its jurisdiction in 2007. one else to do the fighting for their candidates on the basis of orate his alibi, adding that the place 
continue operating or if it for possible violations of the Binay, who eamed the tag them,” the mayor added. performance, not popularity. where the wake was held was only 
should be shut down again. ^ antipollution law. “pambotito” after he was spotted Lapid, who like Ms Macapagal- Anyone who has ran a local cam- five minutes away from the victim's 
wearing a flak jacket and toting Arroyo, is from Pampanga, had paign should know this.” house. DJ Yap. 
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The British Embassy, HSBC, Manila Water, and WWF-Philippines brought in experts from the United Kingdom to discuss how 
the issues of climate change, poverty and environmental deterioration will impact. business in the 21st century, and what 
your business can do about it. 


Sustainability: Process, Product and Profitability is a whole day workshop on May 17, 2006. Sign up now for the last few Slots. 
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' BEE PROTEST 
South Korean bee farmer Ahn Sang-kyu, swarmed with 


Seoul, May 2. 


180,000 bees, jumps on a mock Japanese flag at his protest in 


REUTERS 
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Iran seeks UN action 


o 1 


on US threat of attack 


TEHRAN-—IRAN COMPLAINED TO UN SEC- 
retary General Kofi Annan Monday over what 
it perceives as the threat of a United States at- 
tack, as the regime continued to defy de- 
mands to halt its disputed nuclear drive. 

Tn a letter forwarded to the United Nations 
chief by Iran's ambassador in New York, Moham- 
mad Javad Zarif, the regime condemned "Ameri- 
can officals for their illegitimate and open 
threats to use force against the Istamic republic 
of Iran.” “These are in obvious contravention of 
international rules and the principles ofthe Unit- 
ed Nations,” the letter was quoted as saying by 
the official news agency IRNA. 

Tt said that "these rude threats have recently 
been publicized through some reports in US 
newspapers,” and noted a report in The New 
Yorker magazine last month which said US mili- 
tary planners had even looked into using nuclear 
"bunker-busters to strike Iran's atomic facilities. 

"These (threats) have entered а new stage, 


with the refusal of US officials to deny these re- 
ports," the letter said, calling for “serious atten- 
tion" as well as "quick and firm action" from the 
world body. 

The complaint came as diplomats from the 
five permanent Council members and Germany 
were to meet in Paris Tuesday and again at the. 
foreign ministers level in New York on May 9, 
following up on an International Atomic Energy. 
Agency (IAEA) report confirming Iran has not 
complied with demands to freeze uranium en- 
richment. 

The United States and Europe are hoping a re- 
luctant Russia and China will agree to a robust 
resolution that legally obliges Iran to halt the 
sensitive work—which makes reactor fuel but 
can also be extended to make the core of an 
atom bomb. 

But even if they succeed in reaching a consen- 
sus, Iran looked unlikely to back down. 

“The struggle of the Iranian people against ће 


United States is like the struggle between Moses 
and the pharaoh,” commented Mohsen Rezai, 
the right-wing secretary of the country's top po- 
litical arbitration body, the Expediency Council. 

“For the Americans, it is not a nuclear issue 
but one of iran progressing to become developed 
and powerful,” he told the ISNA news agency re- 
peating the regime's view that the crisis is merely 
an extension of US ambitions to see the ouster.of 
Iran's ruling clerics. 

raris top national security official Ali Larjani 
also argued that there was "no sense" in the 
‘country returning to a suspension of enrich- 
ment. ] 

“A suspension does not make any sense to us, 
because we do not think an atomic bomb can 
come out of a 164 centrifuge cascade,” he маз 
quoted as saying by the ISNA news agency. 

Iran has installed 164 centrifuges at a pilot 
plant in Natang, situated in the desert south of 
‘Tehran. АР 


Bomb-making video 


* Statistically the largest single purchase 
you make in your life would be your house, 
why not get the best lock to go with it...” 


seized in Indon raid 


JAKARTA—VIDEO FOOTAGE SEIZED IN A 
raid on the hideout of Southeast Asia's ter- 
ror chief gives step-by-step instructions on 
how to assemble bombs, police said Tues- 
day raising concerns that al-Qaida linked 
militants were planning an attack. 

Police spokesperson Brig. Gen. Anton 
Bachrul Alam also said a small explosive 
found in a backpack—almost identical to 
the bombs used in last year's triple suicide 
blasts on Bali istand—was active “and ready 
foruse.” 

The discoveries followed a pre-dawn raid 
Saturday on the hideout of Noordin Top, be- 
lieved to be a key leader of the Jemaah Is- 
lamiyah terror network. 

Bachrul Alam said police believe Noordin 
had been at the location that day, but was 
gone when they launched the operation, in 
which two of his associates were killed and 
two others arrested. 

"The video footage was recovered from a 
computer found at the site in the town-of 
Wonosobo, Central Java, along with explo- 
sives, detonators, guns and ammunition. In- 
vestigators are still “studying the content, 
which includes among other things, tech- 
niques on how to assemble bombs from 
small to large,” Bachrul Alam said. Police al- 
зо are searching for a man said to be travel- 
ing with Noordin, but they declined to re- 
lease his name. AP 


a luxury in Zimbabwe 


HARARE—HOW BAD IS INFLA- 
tion in Zimbabwe? Well, consider 
this: At a supermarket near the 
center of this tatterdemalion cap- 
ital, toilet paper costs $417. 

No, not per roll. Four hun- 
dred’ seventeen Zimbabwean 
dollars is the value of a Single 
two-ply sheet. A roll costs 
$145,750—in American curren- 
cy, about 69 cents. 

"The price of toilet paper, like ev- 
erything else here, soars almost 
daily spawning mirthless jokes 
about an impending better use for 
Zimbabwes $500 bill now the 
smallest in circulation. 
~ But what is happening is no 
leughing matter For untold 
numbers óf Zimbabweans, toi- 
let paper—and bread, mar- 
garine, meat, even the once- 
ubiquitous morning cup of 
tea—have become unimagin- 
able luxuries. All are casualties 
of hyperinflation that is roaring 
toward 1,000 percent a year, a 
rate usually seen only in war 
zones. 

Zimbabwe has been torment- 


ed this entire decade by both 
deep recession and high infla- 
tion, but in recent months the 
economy seems to have aban- 
doned whatever moorings it 
had left. The national budget 
for 2006 already has been large- 
ly spent. Government services 
have started to crumble. 

Harares drinking water, si- 
phoned from a lake down- 
stream of its sewer outfall, has 
been unreliably рше for 
months, and dysentery and 
cholera swept the city in Decem- 
berand January. The city suffers 
rolling electrical blackouts. 
Mounds of uncollected garbage 
pile up on the streets of the 
slums. 

The jobless—officially 70 
percent of Zimbabwe's 4.2 mil- 
lion workers, but widely placed 
at 80 percent when idle farmers 
are included—furtively hawk 
tomatoes and baggies of ground 
corn from roadside tables, an 
occupation banned by police 
since last May. New York Times 
News Service 
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Greenhouse 
gases rising 
steadily 


WASHINGTON—GREENHOUSE 
gases—the heat-trapping chemi- 
cals linked to global warm- 
ing—continued to — increase 
steadily in 2005, the US National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin- 
istration reported on Monday. 

‘Carbon dioxide, emitted by coal- 
‘burning power plants and cars, in- 
creased last year, according to the 
federal climate agencys Annual 
Greenhouse Gas Index, or AGGI. 
So did nitrous oxide, а byproduct 
of farming and industry. 

But methane emissions leveled 
off and chlorofluorocarbons, artifi- 
cially-made chemicals used in re- 
frigerators and air conditioners, 
declined, the agency said in a state- 
ment. 

“Overall, the AGGI shows a con- 
tinuing, steady rise in the amount 
of heat-trapping gases in the atmo- 
sphere,” the agency said. 

The AGGI showed a 1.25 per- 
cent rise in overall greenhouse gas- 
es in 2005. The index stood at 
1.215 in 2005 compared to a 1990 
base of 1.00, reflecting a steady rise 
in greenhouse gases over the past 
15 years. 

‘The index is based on the levels 
of greenhouse gases in the armo- 
sphere in 1990, a year chosen be- 
cause the global Kyoto Protocol 
that aims to limit emissions of 
these gases also picked it as a base- 
line 

‘The constant or dropping rates 
of methane and chlorofluorocar- 
bons, also known as CFCs, have 
slightly slowed the overall growth 
rate. 

By contrast, global carbon diox- 
ide increased from an average of 
376.8 parts per million in 2004 to 
3789 parts per million last year. 
"The pre-industrial era level of car- 
bon dioxide, a major influence on 
global warming, was about 278 
pars per million. 

A global network has measured 
levels of these chemicals, and 
chemicals that have replaced CFCs, 
since 1979, The first AGGI was re- 
leased last year Reuters 
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34 Hindus killed in massacre 

JAMMU, India— Suspected Islamic militants massacred 34 
Hindus in Indian Kashmir in attacks aimed at wrecking peace 
talks between the government and moderate separatists, offi- 
cials said Monday. Twenty-two unarmed villagers, mostly 
shepherds or their families, were lined up and gunned down in 
Храма vilage in the southern district of Doda on Sunday night 
in the neighboring district of Udhampur, 12 Hindus kidnapped 
‘Sunday by suspected rebels were shot dead. Four bodies were 
found Sunday and eight more Monday. Indian Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh and a Muslim separatist leader condemned 
the sectarian massacres, the worst for six years in the state 
None of Kashrir' two dozen Islamist rebel groups claimed re- 
sponsibility for the two attacks. The Press Trust of India quoted 
unidentified army officials as saying the Thawa massacre was 
carried out by guerrillas belonging to Lashkar-e-Taiba, or Army 
of the Pious, which has been blamed for many major attacks in 
india АР 


101 detained over E. Timor riots 
DILI—Some 101 suspects accused of involvement in deadly 
riots in East Timor last week are being detained after 25 more 
arrests were made, he foreign ministry said Tuesday. Thirteen 
of those held were among nearly 600 soldiers, or a third of the 
tiny nation’s armed forces, who deserted the army in February 
complaining of discrimination and were sacked in March, the 
ministry sad. "The Ombudsman will have unrestricted access. 
to ll detainees.” it said in a statement. The dismissal of the 
soldiers prompted protests last week which degenerated into 
violence on Friday, leading to the deaths of four people and 
prompting thousands to flee their homes. The ministry said Ме 
in Di and ts surroundings was returning to normal “with only 
a few isolated minor incidents which were dealt (with) peace- 
fully by police." 


Ex-professor gets over 4 years 
TAMPA, Fla.—Former Florida university professor Sami al-Ari- 
an was sentenced to four years and nine months in prison on 
Monday for aiding ће Palestinian group Islamic Jihad. US Dis- 
trict Judge James Moody sentenced al-Arian to the maximum 
57 months in prison but gave him credit for 38 months he has 
already served. He will have to serve the balance, 19 months, 
betore being deported, prosecutors said. Al-Arian, 48, was ar- 
rested in February 2003 on charges he gave money and sup- 
port to the Palestinian islamic Jihad, which has been designat- 
Bd a terrorist organization by the United States. The case was 
built on thousands of hours of wiretapped phone calls and in- 
tercepted e-mails gathered over a decade. А-Апап was acquit- 
ted on eight of the 17 charges against him last December after 
а six-month trial with three co-defendants. Reuters 


Roadside bombs kill 3 in Iraq 
BAGHDAD—Three roadside bombs killed a US Army soldier 
and two Iraqi civilians, and police found the bodies of four Iraqi 
men in Baghdad who apparently had been kidnapped and tor- 
tured. police sald Tuesday. Te American casually occurred 
about 8:50 p.m. Monday, approximately 60 km south of Bagh- 
dad. The area is part of the infamous “triangle of death" and the 
scene of numerous ambushes against US and iraqi troops, for- 
eigners and Shite civilians. The bombing raised to atleast 
2,406 the number of members of the U.S. military who have 
died since the beginning of the Iraq war in March 2003, ac- 
cording to an Associated Press count 
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olivian gov't seizes oil, gas fields 


LA PAZ—TROOPS SEIZED 56 OIL AND GAS 0t” to “mobilize against any effort 


fields Monday as President Evo Morales decreed 
nationalization of Bolivia’s oil and gas industry, to 
be followed by mining, forestry and land. 


by any company to sabotage” the 
operation. 

‘The left-wing leader called the 
move a “true nationalization” that 
would help the economy and gen- 
erate jobs in South America's poor- 


‘We are beginning by nationalize mal decree, which had been expect- esr country, where 70 percent ofthe 
ing ой and gas, tomorrow we will ed. “The state is recovering its Prop- — population lives in poverty 


add mining, forestry and all natural 


the possession and total and 


Morales said foreign energy 


Tesourees, what our ancestors absolute control ofthese resources,” companies would have 180 days to 


fought for,” he said. 


nounced seizure of the fields mo- Bolivia. 
ments after Morales issued the for- 


Morales aid ata May Dayspeechat agree on new contracts with the 
‘Top military commanders an- San Alberto gas field in southem gaterun oil fim, 


Yacimientos 
Petroliferos Fiscales Bolivianos 


Не called onthecountys"patri- (YPFB). During the transition, YPFB 


would take 82 percent of revenues, ап estimated 54 trillion cubic feet, ments taking strident action to pro- 


producers 18 percent. 


these new terms will be allowed to day of crude oil. 
operate in the country” Morales 


behind Venezuela. The country pro- tect either national resources or to 
“Only companies that respect duces a modest 40,000 barrels per nationalize 


formerly privately 
‘owned oil resources amid the envi- 


“The measure affects some 20 or- ronment of very high oil prices,” 
said. Morales was elected in De- eign oil companies, 


including said Bill Farren-Price, deputy editor 


cember pledging to take a bigger Spain's Repsol, Petrobras of Brazil, of the Cyprus-based Middle East 
share of Bolivia's energy industry, Britain's BP and British Gas, US- Economic Survey 


hich accounts for about 15 рег. based ExxonMobil and French 


cent ofits economic output. Two of group Total. 
his predecessors were toppled by 


Morales has repeatedly said na- 
tionalizations would not include ex- 


Although the move was expected propriation of oil companies assets. 


demonstrations demanding control to have little impact on global ener- He says current contracts violate 


of Bolivia's gas. 


gas reserves in South America, with 
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gy supplies, financial markets react- the constitution, which declares all 
Bolivia has the second-largest ed by pushing prices higher. 
h “з part of a trend of govem- 


reserves state property, which may 
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PEOPLE participate in a rally against. 
proposed changes in US immigration law 
Monday, May I, in Los Angeles. » 


1M immigrants 
stage protests _ 
across the US ` 


LOS ANGELES—MORE THAN ONE MILLION 
mostly Hispanic immigrants rallied across the 
United States on Monday after launching a 
historic economic boycott to demand rights 
for millions of illegal workers. 

"We can до itl" and “USA, USA!” chanted 
throngs of white-clad protesters that marched in 
cities like Los Angeles and Chicago, staying away 
from work, school and shops across the nation. 

The unprecedented one-day action, broadly 
supported by the 40-million-strong Latino coin- 
munity and dubbed the "Day Without Immi- 
grants, was part of a mounting but peaceful 
‘campaign against plans for a legal clampdown 
on illegal entrants. 

Here in Los Angeles at least 600,000 people 
marched in two major rallies, while more than 
400,000 others rallied in the midwestern city of 
Chicago. The Los Angeles Police Department 
said that at least 400,000 people had attended 
an early evening rally while another 250,000 
took part in a protest earlier in the day. 

It was unclear how many protesters had at- 
tended both rallies, but the crowd count ap- 
peared conservative as reporters on the scene es- 
timated the crowd at the earlier rally at more 
than 500,000, while organizers claimed that 
around 1.5 million people had taken part. 

Los Angeles, which is almost 50 percent His 
panic, has been a focal point for weeks of 
protests that some analysts are starting to com- 
pare to the civil rights movement of the 1960s. 
There were more than 500,000 people at a Los 
Angeles protest on March 25 

“Tm here in solidarity with all those people 
who have crossed (the border) and died and for 
all the people who are here and should be given 
the right to everything that we have on this 
land," said protester Rachel Sanchez. 

“Today we march, tomorrow we vote and if 
they deport us we will jump over the border 
fence," chanted the marchers as they waved US 
and Mexican flags. 

Large swathes of Los Angeles were shut down 
by the boycott and almost-festive protests that 
were punctuated by drumbeats and songs. 

The boycott left the second largest US city’s 
usually snarled freeways empty and virtually 
halted deliveries to and from its port. 

Los Angeles-based welder Mosses Gomez, 29, 
took the day off work, costing him around 100 
dollars, to protest. 

"The government knows now that we have a 
voice and our voice has to be heard,” he said. 
“We still come through and make America what 
itis now. Without us, the governments nothing." 
‘Around 75,000 demonstrators tumed out in the 
Colorado city of Denver, while tens of thousands 
of others also turned out in New York, Atlanta, 
San Francisco, Oakland, San Diego and in the 
state of Florida. AFP 
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Jewels dazzle Spinners, „А 


B Fiery 
starts for 


stay on top of PBL heap == 


Қ Р 2 Ë B Clippers end drought; 
Tang lifts TeleTech Titans over Granny Goose in thriller | Mavs sweep Grizzlies /A32 | 


TELETECH'S Mike Dizon (front) and Granny 
Goose's Eder John Saldua dispute possession 
inthe game yesterday. EXAMS 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


THE , MONTANA JEWELS, 
drawing steady fire from 
their starting forwards, 
fought off a late charge by the 
Magnolia Spinners to score 
an 85-79 victory yesterday in 
the PBL Unity Cup at the San 
Andres Gym. 
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"We came well-prepared and I give credit 
to all the boys," said coach Nel Parado after 
the Jewels improved their league-best record 
to 8-2. "It was pure hard work." 

Earlier, TY Tang rescued Teletech from an- 
other late-game collapse with a jumper and « 
two free throws as the league's rookie team "Actual test results on 1300 CC vehicle certified true by the 
nipped Granny Goose, 76-74. 

xm палате Ta ist сюеле ag War Awards Group Inc. and Automobile Association of the Phils. 
by blowing huge leads, seemed headed for МА 
another breakdown until Tang took over in 
the final 32 seconds of the match. 

“We had to look at ourselves because of our 
meltdowns in the third and fourth quarters,” 
said rookie coach Jerry Codifiera, whose Ti- 
tans bungled a 17-point lead, 65-48, early in 
the fourth period. “The team is improving. 

We're continuing to develop our character.” 

The Titans posted only their second victory 
in 10 games—both against Granny Goose, 
which slipped to 5-5. Magnolia Ice Cream fell 
into a tie with Harbour Centre at 4-6. 

JR Quifiahan sparked the Того rally 
from 17 points down with Jireh Tbafes 
jumper tying the match at 70, 1:52 left. 

After another deadlock at 72, Tang buried a 
jumper that gave the Titans the lead with only 
32,1 ticks remaining, and then iced the match 
"with a pair of charities 13 seconds later. 

The sere: 

First Game 

TELETECH 70-6080 14 Dolo 12, Tang 1, Merca- 

о 9, Vitamin 9, Estrada 7, Latoreno 3, Siera 3, Mag Г 
adoro 3, len 2, Capus 2; Duel, Tolentino 0. А А | 

TRANNY GOOSE bles 14, pa 13, Qui Join the Petron Xtra Mile Challenge! i 

р ono 5, раа Poña 4, x А à í 
и rici iie Beat the 1,114km record set by Pocholo Ramirez on just one full tank and XTRA jie 


Quarters: 17-8, 36-34, 61-46, 76-74 win hundreds of thousands in cash. Grab a partner and be one 
Second Game 


5 
i í 8 aH i 
МОНТАНА B5 Magpayo 21, Dola Cuesta 18, Junita of the six teams to compete in the drive down south from Pagudpud C na Henge i 
11, Bonus 10, Rodriguez 10, Bono 6, Bagulon 4, Guerrero to beyond Sorsogon on just one full tank. If you think you've got | 
3, Vergara 2. Compton 0. i isi i i 
ан E PETRON what it takes, visit your nearest Petron service station or log on to 


вама CoG Jones A, Deia Cruz, sp 2, Barcalano0, ‘Fue! Swecess- — www.petronfuelsuccess.com and register now. 
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‘Quarters: 2424, 4640. 6652 85-79 
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<THE WEEK-LONG ALL-STAR 
break could put any team off- 
tangent. But not for coach 
Binky Favis and his Coca-Cola 
Tigers. 

Immediately after the All-Star contingent ar- 
rived from Cagayan de Oro Sunday, the Tigers 
‘wasted no time trooping to the gym in a bid to 
check a two-game skid in the Gran Matador-PBA 
‘Philippine Cup. 

2 The Tigers meet the faltering Sta. Lucia Real- 
{ors at 4:40 p.m. today at the Araneta Coliseum 

_ before the Talk Техт Phone Pals and the Alaska. 
Aces collide in the 7:35 mainer. 

“My key players got exhausted after the All- 
‘Stars but we have to keep on pushing,” said Favis, 


It’s Gotta Be Shakey’s 
Girls Volleyball 


SPORTS 


Tigers take on Real 


whose North squad lost to coach Jong Uichico 
and the South team during the AllStar week. 
Coca-Cola starters John Arigo, Rafi Reavis and 
Ali Peek saw action in the All-Star game, Dennis 
Miranda played for the rookie squad in the 
sophomore-rookie blitz game while Will Antonio 
was crowned three-point king in another side 


Sta. Lucia will defintely zone us so we have 
prepared something special to fend them off" 
said Favis. 

The Tigers defeated the Realtors in their first 
meeting, an overtime victory fashioned with Sta. 
luda missing its scoring trio of Kenneth 
Duremdes, Dennis Espino and Marlou Aquino, 
who was utilized sparingly at that time. 

“Ir will be different this time. But as long as we 
execute perfectly on both ends of the floor, we 
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have a good chance of duplicating that win,” said 
Favis. 

The Tigers, who absorbed back-to-back losses 
from Air21 and Purefoods, are running third with 
a 6-4 record while the Realtors, bidding to halt a 
three-game slide, are dead last at 2-8. 

Meanwhile, the Phone Pals resume their bid 
for a top two slot when they tackle the unpre- 
dictable Aces. 

“Were aiming for the top two seats but we're 
not looking far ahead,” said Talk ‘N Text coach 
Derrick Pumaren. “I don't want to put pressure on 
the team.” 

The Aces (4-6) are coming from an 11-day hia- 
tus following a loss against the Giants in Capiz 
City while the Phone Pals (5-5) stumbled against 
the rallying San Miguel Beermen before the 
break. June Navarro 
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San Miguel 
Purefoods 
Coca-Cola 
Talk'N Text 
Red Bull 
Ginebra 
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Sta. Lucia 


GAMES TODAY 
(Araneta Coliseum) 
440p m.—Sta. Lucia 
vs Coca-Cola 
735p.m—Alasia. 
vs Tak N Text 
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So loses final 
match but still 
nails IM result 


FILIPINO FIDE MASTER WESLEY SO'S STAR 
continues to shine. 

Barely a month after becoming the youngest 
ever qualifier for the Philippine men’s team to the. 
Chess Olympiad, the 12-year-old So claimed the 
distinction of becoming the youngest Filipino to 
eam an Intemational Master result. 

So gained his first IM result—despite losing his 
ninth and final round game against International 
Master Abhijeet Gupta of India on Monday— 
with an accumulated 2422 rating performance in. 
the 8th Dubai Open, according to the official 
website of Dubai Chess. 

So, of Bacoor, Cavite, finished with 5.0 points 
con 4 wins, 3 loss and 2 draws to finish 45th in the. 
141 man-field. Marlon Bernardino, contributor 


Two amateurs show way 


in RP Open golf qualifying 


AMATEURS ANTHONY FERNANDO AND GARY 
Sales carded 73s in the scorching heat to lead the. 
chase for 10 berths in the 36-hole Philippine Open 
‘qualifier at the Villamor Golf Club yesterday. 

Fernando bucked a double bogey on the par-5 
No. 2by firing three birdies coming in for nines of 
39:34. 

Sales gunned down back-to-back birdies from 
No. 11 to seize control but lost his one-stroke lead 
‘when he took his fourth bogey on No. 16. He had 
nines of 38-35. s 

Jun Cedo shot a 74 and led the pros bid in this 
event conducted by the National Golf Association. 
of the Philippines. 

‘The top 10 players, pros and amateurs, after 
the two-day elims will advance to the RP Open 
slated May 25-28 at Wack Wack. Ties will be de- 
cided via sudden death. 

Veteran campaigner Emie Rellon, Ronald 
Posada and Vic Vanial came away with 75s to 
share fourth place with amateur Hanson So Jr, 
while Jun Bemis, the former national amateur 
champion, shot a 76 for joint eighth with pro Jun 
Rates and another amateur, Juno Mamaril. 


100 entries in SIC int'l derby 
MORE THAN 100 ENTRIES ARE EXPECTED TO VIE 
for top honors in ће frst SUC 9-Cock International 
Derby slated June 5, 7 and 9 at the San Juan Colise- 
um. The event, sponsored by Sagupaan Complexor 
3000, stakes P5 million for an entry fee of P55,000. 
SUC pit manager Pete Rivera said all participants wil 
be considered as hosts and ented to 50 percent of 
derby proceeds. Among those competing are 
‘Sweater man Bruce Barnette, Gene Batiea of Missis- 
sippi, Japan's Morinobu Taniguchi and Riochi Saito, 
Bryan Cochran, Crowe Grave and Richard Borris. For 
inquiries, cal 725-5665, 725-5369 or 0917-8041691. 


GCAP 5-cocker at SJC up 

THE GENTLEMEN COCKERS ASSOCIATION OF THE 
(GCAP) S-cock derby unfolds at 5 p.m. today with 70 
fights at the San Juan Coliseum. The derby is spon- 
sored by Sagupsan Complexor 3000. Top-rated en- 
res wil be fielded by Rep. Butch Pichay, Jun Topa- 
cio, Gerry Ramos, Patrick Antonio, Cris Milla, Allan 
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PAGUNSAN 


Pros Danny delos Santos, Edwin Estrera, Ed- 
win Sanchez and John Rey Pactolerin all had 
77. 

Juvic Pagunsan heads the 27 Filipino pros 
seeded to the $200,000 RP Open, now held un- 
der the auspices of the Asian Tour. 

The other outright entries include Frankie Mi- 
бога, Angelo Que, Mars Pucay, Ramil Bisera, 
Gerald Rosales, Artemio Murakami, Robert 
Pactolerin, Carito Villaroman, Tony Lascufia, 
Danny Zarate, Cookie 12:0, Richard Sinfuego, 
Rey Pagunsan and Gerard Cantada. 


SPORTSWATCH 


Siaco, Tony Martori, Golden Circle group, Raymond 
\Velayo, Jun Jingco, Jet Femando, Jimmy Ang, Rudy 
Albano, Rey Briones, Boy Royo and Pepito Ngo, Eric 
dela Rosa, Benjie Lim, Pol Estrellado, А. Pineda, Tos 
Reyes and Mayor Dennis Pineda, 
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RODEREK BAUTISTA CLAIMED THE FIRST 
Philippine Poker Tour (PPT) Million-Peso Hold'em. 
gold champion bracelet and the P1 million top 
prize after an exhausting two-day marathon Main 
Event at the Casino Filipino in Parafiaque Sunday. 

"The 28-year-old from Baguio City plans to allo- 
‘cate a portion of his prize money to his ongoing 
charity projects in his home city The beneficiaries 
of his various projects include the Baguio City Jail 
inmates, Home for the Aged and street children. 

“Eventually all the (prize) money will be used 
up, bur wil ‘cherish the gold champion bracelet,” 
hesaid. 


The Bad Boy 
snubs his dad 


DENNIS RODMANS 

father Philander, a 
longtime resident of 
Angeles City in 
Pampanga, almost 
stole the thunder 
"from, his famous 
айа" controversial 
son during the “Bad 
Boy Tour” match at 
the Araneta Colise- h 
umonLaborDay Beth Celis 

Twice Philander ^ — 
tried to approach Dennis—before the game, 
and then just before the final buzzei—but 
ол both occasions, his attempts were 
thwarted, causing much commotion, 

From the looks of it, the visiting Rodman 
delegation had anticipated this kind of sce- 
ario. A phalanx of security men and Rod- 
man's bodyguard were immediately at hand 
when Philander tried to make his move. 

A lot of expletives were exchanged. The 
encounter provided so much excitement, 
perhaps even more than the game itself. 

Somebody tried to get the older Rodman 
out of the Big Dome, but he brandished a 
ringside ticket which legitimized his pres- 
ence in the venue. He stayed to watch the 
‘whole game. 


IN HUDDLE 


From what I gathered, Philander had 
secured his ticket from a giant television. 
network, which had gone out of its way 
to track him down in anticipation of a 
highly emotional human interest story. 

‘Unfortunately, the projected reconcili- 
ation never happened. Months before 
Dennis arrived in Manila, he already 
‘warned his promoters not to entertain 
any attempt by his father to touch base 
with him, Dennis made it clear in no un- 
certain terms that he did not want to see 
his father who had abandoned him and 
his mother decades ago. 

Tm not sure if the figure has been veri- 
fied, but a colleague swore Dennis has a 
total of 26 siblings here in Manila. 

Except fora few minor hitches, PBA mar- 
keting head Jack Ruby said the 2005-06 All 
Star Weekend in Cagayan de Oro, was by far 
the best in 31 years. 

"Thats what oldtimers told me. Even 
Com (PBA commissioner Noli Баја) said the. 
barometer for this event has been raised too 
high, it will be difficult to approximate, 
much less surpass, in the next edition. Саг. 
los Singson of the NBA was also impressed,” 
Jack texted a few hours after he alighted 
from the plane that flew the PBA delegation 
to Manila from Cagayan de Oro. 

"The Cagayan de Oro success had been 
the result of what he learned from the last. 
NBA All-Stars in Houston, Texas, Jack said. 

"There were many firsts, like the Acro- 
Dunkers, the PBA Sumo... Laoag certainly 
paled in comparison." 

Jack said the masked AcroDunkers were 
stuntmen. Although they were high flyers, 
their shooting accuracy left much to be de- 
sired probably because they couldnt see 
‘well. The slits in their masks were too small. 

Jack said sponsors like Extreme Magic 
Sing and Hope were very generous, both 
with cash and in kind. Indeed, I saw Astra's 
Henny Fabian giving out a unit to all the 
winners in the All-Stars and the two MVPs. 

Mexican boxer Oscar Larios, known. 
for his machine-gun jabs, must be a big 
fan of the late Fernando Poe Jr. 

Listen to this. I'm told by boxing re- 
searches that Larios once unleashed 
1,626 jabs in one round, making me won- 
der if this was mathematically possible. 

"The Mano-a-Mano fight between Larios 
and our own Manny Pacquiao is sched- 
‘led in July at the Araneta Coliseum. 

HOOPVINE: Player agent Danny Espiri- 
tu said his client Mark Caguioa of Ginebra 
failed to make itto Cagayan de Oro because 
ofa pulled tendon in the thigh and a minor 
sprain... In the celebrity exhibition game, 
ABC-5 cagers like Richard del Rosario, Ja- 
son Webb, Luigi Trillo and Mico Halili 


A total of 160 players disputed the coveted 
bracelet, including 110 winners from satelite 
events. 

‘After six hours of preliminaries, 30 advanced 
to the finals with only one female—Angelica 
Jamlang—making the cut. The survivors were 
cut to 10 for the final table. 

On the way to the Main Event, over 400 pok- 
er enthusiasts participated in satellite tourna- 
‘ments conducted over a three-month period in 
‘Baguio City, Valle Verde Country Club, San Mig 
‘Alabang, Elbow Room at the Metro-Walk, Pasig 
and at Rajah Hotel in Cebu City. 
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SPORTS 
Poker king Bautista bags P1M 


STANDINGS 

North Division 
Baochus/Harbour 
Batang Tagaytay 
Forward Taguig 
Spring-Piiaque 
Pangasinan 

Laguna-S. Rosa 


South Division. 
Ozamiz Cotta. 
N. Cotabato 
Pagadian Exp. 
Wigan Crusaders 
Valencia GH 
Поћо Warriors 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


THE MEN'S AND WOMEN’S 
teams of the Philippine Air Force 
yesterday soared to the early lead 
after sweeping their respective 
doubleheader assignments at the 
start of the Philippine Open soft- 
ball championships. 

Powered by the core of the 
Southeast Asian Games champions 
Blu Girl, the University of the 
Philippines-Airforce squad drubbed 
Laguna, 17-9, in the moming be- 
fore thrashing Manila, 10-2, just af- 
ter lunch at the Rizal Memorial 


А 


Pangasinan out to halt skid 


GAME TODAY (MSU-IT gym) 
7 p.m.—Pangasinan vs Wigan 


ILIGAN CITY—PANGASINAN'S HUNDRED 
Islands try to snap out of a two-game losing 
spell today when it takes on the Пап Cru- 
saders at 7 p.m. in the 2006 Guerrero Brandy- 
NBC national basketball championship at the 
MSU-IT gym. 

Coach Jun da Јове Pangasinenses will 
bank on slotman Randy Lopez, Louie Aquino 
and playmaker Jun Balares in their bid to im- 
prove their 1-3 card in the northern division. 


“There's no other way for us to go but up, 
said coach Da Jose. “We need to start winning 
lest we get buried in the cellar” 

"The Crusaders of Mayor Lawrence Cruz, 
though, are slightly favored. Carrying the load 
for ligan are last year’s MVP Christian Nicdao, 
gunners Derrick Hubalde, Ferdie Go and Ollan 
Omiping and playmaker Marlon Kalaw. 

‘The Crusaders, managed by Freddie Siao, 
will gun for their fifth win in eight games inthe 
southern division. 

"The Pangsinenses play the Ozamiz Cotta on 
Friday and the Pagadian Explorers on Saturday 


o PAF softball 
squads sweep 


doubleheaders 


Women 


Men 


‘GAMES TOMORROW. 
(Real Memorial Stadium) 


7am—BAC-Srvs RTU 
8:30a.m.— Manila vs Laguna 
10am—Bulacan vs BAC Jr 

11:30 am—BAG Sr vs UP Alforee 

1pm.—RTU vs Alt 
2:80 p.m—Bulacan vs PUP 
4pm.—8AC Sr vs Laguna 
(PUP Grounds) 


Tam.—Pampanga vs Cebu City 
8302.m.—Davao vs PUP 
302.m.—8ulacan vs Airforce 
11302.m.— Army vs RTU 


PITCHER Veronica Belleza of Bacolod 
bears down on a PUP batter yesterday 
at the start of the Philippine Open 
‘softball meet. Bacolod won, 7-0. 


ae 


Sports Complex. 


three of our teams which are com- 
peting in the World Series,” said or- 
ganizer Boy Codifera of the Ama- 
teur Softball Association-Philip- 
pines. 

Bacolod Senior, which trounced 
Bulacan (11-1), will see action in 
Delaware, while Bacolod Junior, a 
7-0 victor over Polytechnic Univer- 
sity of the Philippines, will compete 
in Kirkland, Washington. 

Manila, the third World Series- 
bound side which will be heading 
for Kalamazoo, Michigan, downed 
2003 champion Rizal Technological 
University, 5-3, but proved no 
match for UP-Airfoce. 


Over at the PUP grounds, their 


male counterparts blanked Cabuyao (13-0) and Poly- 
technic University of the Philippines (8-0). 

‘The Bacolod Senior and Bacolod Junior teams also 
fashioned out impressive wins in their buildup for the 
‘World Series in the United States in August. 

"More than anything else, this event should prepare 


Also winning their inaugural 


matches were Air21 which crushed PUR 11-2, in the 
‘women’s bracket, and Cebu, which routed КТО, 9-2, 
in the men's division. 

Syrel Ramos, who starred for the Blu Girls in the 
last SEAG, and Nelsa Delegente shone for UP-Airforce 
in their game over Manila. 


Palaro rites: Noli to sub for GMA 


МАСА CITY--VICE PRESIDENT МОЦ DE CASTRO 
will represent President Macapagal-Arroyo as guest 
of honor during the opening of this year’s Palarong 
Pambansa on May 7 at the Metro Naga Sports Com- 


plex here. 


Naga City Mayor Jesse Robredo said the Presi- 
dent begged off due to pressing concems and en- 
dorsed the Vice President to take her place during 


the inaugural rites featuring athletes and officials 
from 17 participating regions. 

Robredo said De Castro had already confirmed. 
his attendance in the Palaro, which will be held in 


Camarines Sur for the third time, The mayor also 


thanked senators Francisco Pangilinan, Manny Vilar 
and Serge Osmeñia for giving financial support to the 
Palaro. Juan Escandor Је, Southern Luzon Bureau 


Mayol 


THERE COULD ONLY BE ONE VALID. 
reason why undefeated Rodel Mayol has 
been pegged an awful underdog in his 
quest for the WBC minimumweight title in 
‘Tokyo on Saturday. Mayol is less known 
than defending champion Eagle Kyowa, a 
‘Thai fighter masquerading as a Japanese. 

In fact, Mayol is not too famous here 
athome. 

‘The routine question after it was an- 
nounced that Mayol would finally get 
his long overdue crack at a world crown, 
was: Who he? 

Sportsbook.com, noted Nick Giongco 
ofthe Manila Bulletin, has pegged May- 
ol at +300 and Kyowa at -400. 

Plainly put, a $100 bet on Mayol would 
pay off $300, while a $400 wager on Kyowa 
would give back only $100. 

‘That discrepancy, naturally, has 
sent local fight experts salivating. 

In fact, it won't be surprising if Man- 
ny Pacquiao would request his Cebu- 
based confidante, Rex Wakee Salud, to 
wager а wad of dollars on the quiet 
punching marvel from Mandaue City. 

You see, going by the odds, it could 
appear that Kyowa, the Thai whose 
real name is Den Jalaphan, could 


: Underdog’s qui 


Bare EYE 


Recah Trinidad 


flatten and overwhelm Mayol with 
the use of only one hand. 

‘That's rather odd because, to those 
who have not heard of Mayol, the 
mandatory challenger happens to have 
carved out a more brilliant knockout 
record than his two famous peers, Brian 
Viloria and Rey “Boom Boom" Bautista. 

OK, Mayol, Viloria and Bautista are 
all undefeated. 

Viloria, reigning WBC light flyweight 
king, is 18-0 with 12 KOs (67 percent), 
‘Bautista is 19-0 with 14 KOs (74 percent). 

Mayol? He owns the best knockout 
percentage among the three: 22-0 with 
17 KOs (77 percent). 

Actually, there had been happy 
glimpses of Mayol by local fans, but 
these came mainly in delayed televised 
bouts three to four years ago. 


Sy flashes hot 
form in initial © 


drive at BRC 


FILIPINO RACING STAR TYSON SY SHOWED 


TYSON Sy 


eem 


DADO Peña 


Dusky, strong and sharp, the quiet, mar- 
ble-eyed slasher would dispose of assorted 
foes—Korean, Thai, Indon, Pinoy—to rise 
in world rankings, before being methodi- 
cally avoided by higher rated boxers in the. 
exacting 105 dass. 

Just like the colorful and widely 
more popular Boom Boom Bautista, 
Mayol isa product of the Tony Aldeguer 
Stable (ALA) in Cebu. 

He was next taken in by American 
Terry Carter, who later ceded the bud- 
ding national treasure to a Japanese 
fight manager. 

So where was Mayol, what had he 
been doing while Boom Boom and 
Brian were clashing with the best in 
their division ош in foreign rings? 

Mayol, together with Malcolm Tu- 
fiacao, holed up in the Tolgo stable of 
Yasuo Matsuoka, a famous and respect- 
ed Japanese advertising executive. 

Mayol maintained his unblemished 
record, fighting brilliantly, away from the 
eyes of his countrymen, before erasing 
the final hump to the world title chal- 
lenge in Mexico. 

Again, that feat, which saw him stop 
Mexican Lorenzo Trejo in the eliminator 


et quest for greatness 


in Cancun the week after Pacquiao 
stopped Erik Morales in Las Vegas, 
hardly created a ripple here at home. 

Anyway knowing Matsuoka, he 
would not mind the unfair billing his 
fighter has been getting. 

In fact, Matsuoka, married to Gina, 
a gracious Filipina, also feels that 
Saturday's test could be the toughest. 
in Mayol's brilliant career. 

Kyowa, 15-1 with 5 KOs, is known 
to be durable, foxy and strong. 

His only loss, reports Wakee Salud, 
came after he injured a shoulder in an 
earlier title defense. He later avenged 
that setback to regain his crown. 

Now, let's hear it from internation- 
al referee Bruce McTavish, who re- 
tains a store of the strengths and 
weaknesses of world-rated boxers 
underneath his puzzling hairdo. 

“Mayol is bound to be even greater 
than Manny Pacquiao,” McTavish as- 
sures. 

Maybe it's no plain coincidence 
that Mayol would be going for the 
world crown (to be covered by Solar 
Sports) at the Korakuen Hall in 
Tokyo, venue of some of Gabriel 
Elorde's greatest fights. 


3-round AF3 kickoff 


races wide-open affair 


A WIDE-OPEN RACE IS SEEN IN 
the 2006 Asian Formula 3 season, 
with Filipino drivers Tyson Sy and 
Dado Peña expected to figure 
prominently in the chase for the in- 


cast right on track to challenge for 
the championship. 

“Tyson and Dado are just one of 
five to six drivers who can win this 
year" said AF3 Corp. chair Jose Bd- 


played only up to halftime because they had 
to prepare for the television coverage. Joy 
Lopez of the Commissioners Office was the 
highest pointer (16), followed by Jack Ruby 
(12) who was proclaimed MVP (later that 
night in his dreams)... A colleague who at- 
tended the Mano-a-Mano press conference 
Jast week said Manny Pacquiao made a boo- 

boo when he accidentally uttered the "S' 

word which has become taboo, during the 
presscon, "Manny said he feared that open- 
ing the general admission area of the Big 
Dome free to the public might cause a Stam- 
pede,” my colleague related. 


up in yesterday's PSA Forum with his right hand 
‘wrapped in black protective cast to heal a light 
sprain sustained while shooting hoops recently 

‘This, however, has not gotten in the way of 
Sy’ determined drive to open his bid in this year’s 
Asian Formula Three series on a hot note. 

Only last Monday, he clocked the fastest lap 
time of one minute and 29 seconds flat while 
testing at the Batangas Racing Circuit. He expects 
to go faster once the new car he will drive is fine- 
tuned to perfection by team mechanics. 

Clearly, Sy's enthusiasm has not waned a. bit. 

Systitle bid last year was thwarted by a couple 
‘of accidents and some miscalculations, 

} Yesterday, le rated. himself ay "completely 


dividual overall title. 

Defending champion Ananda 
Mikola will be back to defend his 
crown, although the daring Indone- 
sian may not be able to see action in 
all of the six legs comprising this 
year’s series, including the inaugural 
three rounds to be held on May 6-7 
at the Batangas Racing Circuit. 

‘The same is true with Irishman 
John O Hara, last year's runner-up, 
and 2004 champion Christian Jones 
of Australia, leaving Sy, Peña, the 
British pair of Dillon Battistini and 
James Winslow and the rest of the 


wardo Peña in yesterday's PSA Fo- 
rum where the only Formula 3 зе 
ries in Asia outside of Japan was for- 
mally launched. 

Peña was joined in the forum by 
Sy, Battistini, Winslow, JP Tuason, 
2003 champion Pepon Marave and 
female driver Gaby dela Merced. , 

Marave said Sy, barring any ma- 
jor mechanical breakdown, could 
score a breakthrough. 

Nine teams will vie in the 18-leg. 
series that will also visit China and 
Indonesia, and see the debut of kart- 
ing champion Michelle Bumgarner. 


ready” against a mix of old and new faces, He 
said he intends to finish in the top three in each of 
this year’s 18-round series that will include legs in 
Zhuhai, China, and Sentul, Indonesia. 

"ме learned my lessons and I'm coming out a 
stronger and better driver,” said Sy during yester- 
day's public sports program sponsored by Pagcor 
‘and Manila Mayor Lito Atienza at the main func- 
tion room of the Pantalan Restaurant. 

Sy pulled off a sweep of the two Indonesian 
races last year en route o fourth place overall 

"The only driver who nearly matched Sy’ lap 
time last Monday was fellow Filipino Dado Ређа. 
who clocked one minute, 29.1 seconds. 


Clippers end drought 
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Mavs sweep Grizzlies; Pistons near 2nd round 


LOS ANGELES—THE LOS ANGELES CLIPPERS REACHED 
the second round of the National Basketball Association 


playoffs for the first time 


in three decades with a 101-83 


victory over the Denver Nuggets on Monday. 


Cuttino Mobley and Corey Maggette 
had 23 points each as the Clippers iced the 
first-round Western Conference series in 
five games. The sixth-seeded Clippers 
have made it out of the opening round for 
‘the first time since 1976, when the fran- 

е was known as the Buffalo Braves. 

+ Dallas followed the Clippers into the 
ext round as Dirk Nowitzki scored 27 
points and the Mavericks routed Mem- 
phis, 102-76, Monday, completing a 
sweep of the Grizzlies 
= The Clippers had been a perennial 
Jaughingstock since the franchise moved 
‘to California in 1978, But behind young 
‘star Elton Brand and a core of veterans 
that includes Mobley and Sam Cassell, the 
ridiculed franchise's outlook has changed. 


An eight-year veteran who is in his first 
year with the team, Mobley paced five 
players in double figures Monday as the 
Clippers closed out the disappointing and 
third-seeded Nuggets, who struggled to 
find offense throughout the series. 

The Clippers displayed their maturity 
and a killer instinct, using a 16-3 run over 
the final 5:50 of the third quarter to open 
271-57 lead. 

‘Maggette and Brand scored six points 
apiece in the burst that lasted into the 
fourth quarter as the crowd at Staples 
Center arena began an early celebration. 

In Memphis, Josh Howard added 24 
points and a game-high nine rebounds 
while Jerry Stackhouse contributed 19 
points for the Mavericks, who became the 


first NBA team to reach the second round. 

Spaniard Pau Gasol scored 25 points to 
lead the Grizzlies, who set an ignoble NBA 
record with their 12th consecutive playoff 
Joss and became the first club ever swept 
by the Mavericks in a seven-game series. 

"you want the extra rest. Its very im- 
portant,” Nowitzki said. "We came out ag- 
gressive and set the tone. We didn't want 
momentum to change. When you have a 
chance to end a series early you want to 
doit. You want the extra rest: 

“The Mavericks will have a minimum of 
five days to rest before a semifinal 
‘matchup against either eighth-seed Sacra- 
mento or top-seeded defending champion 
San Antonio, level at 2-2 in their series. 

In Milwaukee, Chauncey Billups scored 
a game-high 34 points, including 16-016 
from the free-throw line, as the top-seed- 
ей Pistons rebounded from an embarrass- 
ing Game Three loss to push the Bucks to 
the brink of elimination. 

‘After cruising to comfortable wins in 


Games One and Two, Detroit 
watched the Bucks claim a deci- 
sive 124-104 victory. 

^I thought we came out a lit- 
ве more focused,” Billups told 
reporters. “We won those first 
two games handily at home 
and we kind of got away what 
we do and that’s grinding it out, 
playing good defense and con- 
testing every shot” AFP 
Reuters 
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HOW sweet itis tofinally make the second round of the playoffs. 
Clipper guards Sam Cassell and Corey Magette celebrate that feat. ағ 


Hingis survives 
first clay return 


WARSAW.—FORMER WORLD NO. 1 
Martina Hingis made a winning re- 
turn in her first бау court march in 
four years here on Monday as she 
overcame a gallant challenge from 
Russia's Maria Kirilenko to set up a 
possible dash with Venus Williams at 
the J&S Cup in Warsaw. 

The Swiss star claimed а tense 
and skillful two-hour battle, 7-5, 
7-6 (7/1), despite her opponent 
once serving for the first set and 
twice serving for the second. 

Hingis, who had not played a 
clay court match since losing to 
Venus Williams in Hamburg ex- 
actly four years ago, admitted she 
struggled to find her game after 
sucha long absence. 

“e's been a long time,” said the 
former Roland Garros finalist. 

“Hopefully Pll get into it, and 
Tm very happy to be through this 
first round. 

Both players rallied strongly 
with the opening three games 
stretching to 14 minutes, and af- 


teran early break each way it was 
Kirilenko who hit a backhand 
winner to earn a 5-4 lead and 
serve for the set. н 

But Hingis survived, breaking 
for 5-5 with a forehand that land- 
ed just long and was the subject 
ofa challenge by the Russian. 

Kirilenko then let another 
chance slip away when she led 
40-0 and held three break points 
in the next game, but Hingis won 
the next five points to hold, and 
then took the set on her fifth set 
point when Kirilenko netted a 
double-handed backhand. 

Kirilenko responded by taking 
an early break in the second set, 
bur rain brought a lengthy delay 
as she led 2-1. After play resumed 
Hingis tied things up at 4-4, only 
for the next four games to also go 
against serve as Kirilenko broke 
to lead 5-4 and 6-5. 

Hingis acknowledged the tacti- 
cal skills that Kirilenko had 
shown. 


and cheers Damon 


BOSTON—THE BOS- 
ton Red Sox ruined the top step of the 
Johnny Damon's re- Boston dugout. 

tum to Fenway Park as ^| heard more 
а New York Yankee cheers than jeers so I 
with an emphatic 7-3 ‘was going to do it re- 
vicory inspired by gardless. They don't 
scores бот Mark boo bad players. 
Loretta and David Or- They boo players 
tiz in American League who can make a dif- 
action Monday. ference." 

Loretta broke a 5- Yankee manager 
for-42 slump by sin- Joe Torre said he was 
gling home pinch-run- disappointed with 
ner Willie Haris to the reaction of the 
help the Red Sox take fans. 

а 43 lead before Ortiz followed “1 guess we should feel proud. 
with a three-run home run in the Evidently, wearing a Yankee uni- 
eighth inning to make ita miserable form overrides winning a World 
rerum for Damon, who joined the Series and busting your tail for 
Yankees from theSoxasafree agent four years. “Without Johnny 
during the offseason. here, they may have been work- 

He turned some of the angry ing on 89 or 90 years (without 
fans around by doffing his batting winning a World Series).” 
helmet to the crowd, but had dol- With one out in the Boston 
lar bills tossed at him as he went eighth, Alex Cora walked and 
into the outfield. He went O-for-4 Harris ran for him, 
the rest of the night. Loser Aaron Small (0-1), re- 

“Regardless of the reaction, | turning from the disabled list to 
feel like а lot of fans wanted to pitch forthe first time this season, 
see it,” Damon said of his salute, then hit Kevin Youkilis with a 
which came while former team pitch. Reuters 


mates cheered from 


DAMON 


OPENING TODAY 
Mission Impossible 111 


Stars Tom Cruise, Ving | 
Rhames, Philip mr 


Hoffman, Billy Crudup, Lau- 
rence Fishburne 

Directed by J.J. Abrams 

The third installment of the 
popular franchise finds super-spy 
Ethan Hunt (Cruise) retired and 
conducting classes for aspiring 
agents. He is forced out of retire- 
ment, however, to rescue a valu- 
able colleague. This time, he is 
up against a sadistic madman 
(played by this year’s Oscar Best 
Actor Hoffman), Directed by the 7 
debuting Adams (better known 
as creator of TV hits “Alias” and “Lost”, the slugfest has lots of "high con- 
cept stunts... [and] jam-packed action." Stefan Halley of Pop Syndicate 
comments, "The stunts... are pretty awesome, even if they are a bit goofy 
at times. There's even one scene straight out of a ‘Road Runner cartoon.” 
Emanuel Levy of emanuellevy.com calls it “an enjoyable retro rollercoaster 
... as reenergized by Abrams, (the film) shows that there is still blood and 
Sweat to be squeezed out of the franchise, (although) it is threatened by 
the post-modem coolness of Matt Damon's ‘Bourne Supremacy’ series.” 


Aquamarine 
Stars Emma Roberts, Joanna ‘JoJo” Levesque, Sara Paxton, Jake 
McDorman 
Directed by Elizabeth Allen 
Think “Little Mermaid" and "Splash" for the ‘tween set. A feisty mer- 
maid (Paxton) is washed ashore and befriends two teeners (Roberts and 
Levesque), The girls help their new pal win а hunky lifeguard's heart and, 
in return, she fulfills their most ardent wish. Michael Rechtshaffen of the 
Hollywood Reporter describes it as “a bright and breezy fantasy romantic 
‘comedy that coasts along on its charming performances and light comedic 
touch.” Other reviewers are ambivalent at best. Asserts Nancy Churnin. of 
Dallas Morning News: “[The] direc- 
tion doesn’t exactly pop with piz- 
зала, The slow set-up is fidget-in- 
ducing, but she creates lovely mo- 
2 ments." Gene Seymour of Newsday 
complains: “The whole movie 
moves in a gawky, unsteady gait, 
subverting its sincere desire to 
please with its fumbling tone and 
faulty plot mechanics.” Kit Bowen 
; ОҒ Hollywood.com thinks "is just 
as sweet as gummy worm bait.” The 
sweetness factor is courtesy of lead 
star Emma who's the niece of Julia 
Roberts. 
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Guinness ‘localized’ News war 


By Marinel R. Cruz 


OCAL GROUPS OR INDIVID- 

uals who have landed in the 

Guinness Book of World 
Records now have a chance to se- 
cure spots in its TV show. 

According to Benjie Paras, host of the 
local edition of the "Ultimate Guinness 
World Records” on ABC 5, the weekly pro- 
gram is preparing a “Pinoy Guinness” seg- 
ment. 

“The segment will feature Pinoys who 
ate the most number of nails or insects, for 
instance, or the group who baked the 
largest strawberry cake," Benjie told In- 
Quiaza Entertainment on Monday. 

RP also holds the record for the world's 
largest aerobics demonstration/class, 
most number of couples kissing simulta- 
neously, longest snake, longest horns, 
smallest freshwater fish, shortest adult ac- 
tor in a leading role, most widespread 
computer virus, largest papal crowd and 
largestshoes. 


GUINNESS/A2-2 


BENJIE Paras, host 


By Nini Valera 


LONELINESS AND ALIENATION 
were the two most compelling 
reasons that Aldred Gatchalian 
decided to take a voluntary 
leave from “Pinoy Big Brother 
Teen Edition” on Saturday. 

It was exactly a week after he 
entered “Kuya’s” house with 11 
other participants. 

A new housemate, Joaquin 
Bustamante Mendoza, 17,: re- 
placed Aldredon Monday. і 

Aldred's mother, Marian, was 
waiting outside when he came 


Loneliness, alienation did it 


~ 


out. Teary-eyed, Marian em- 
braced Aldred and said she was 
very proud of him. 

‘The crowd that had gathered 
in frontof the house cheered the 
teen. 

Aldred finished high school 
with honors from St. Therese de 
Avila School in Parañaque only 

ing from a poor 

у, confessed that 

he could not relate to the more 
“sosyal” housemates. 

“PBB” had not allowed exit 
interviews for Aldred. 

LONELINESS! A22 


d 


heats up 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 


“TV PATROL WORLD” IS BACK ON TRACK, 
having recovered from a two-year slump, ac- 
cording to ABS-CBN news executives Maria 
Ressa, senior vice president and head of News 
and Current Affairs, and Luchi Cruz-Valdes, 
vice president and head of Current Affairs. 

ABS-CBN's primetime news show has been 
posting good ratings over rival GMA 7s "24 Oras,” 
said Valdes, who was vacationing in Bangkok at 
the time of the phone interview with Ingumen En- 
tertainment, "In the past three weeks, weve been 
posting higher ratings in three out of five days iri 
Metro Manila,” she stressed. 

She cited surveys conducted by AGB-Nielsen, 
measured in three areas—Metro Manila, Mega. 
Manila and Suburbs, Mega Manila consists of re- 
spondents in Metro Manila (70 percent) and the 
Suburbs (30 percent). 

Valdes recounted: "The decline in ТУ Patrol 
ratings started in 2004, All throughout 2005, the 
best we could get was a parity——meaning, we 
would be behind by one point. June last year, 
things started to pickup. 


GMAT protests 

"That was the time that Ressa took over as head 
ofthe news team, Valdes noted. "In a month, we'd 
win once in Мехо, Then, twice in a month, Later, 
twice in a week. Now, we win thrice in a week in 
Metro, If you get the average, were no, bin 
Mero” J 

Ressa recalled that in the last quarter of 2005, 
“TV Patrol was doing well.. and then Ultra hap- 
pened.” 

She was referring to the stampede that killed 
71 audience members of the ABS-CBN noontime 
show “Wowowee,” which was celebrating its first 
anniversary at the PhilSports Arena (formerly Ul- 
tra) last Feb. 4 

“Two months after the tragedy, "TV Patrol! was 
"back on trac," said Ressa. 

Butch Raquel, head of GMA 75 Corporate 
Communications, disputed this. Via SMS, he sent 
‘quan “figures that [show] we are leading... for 
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Guinness ‘localized’ 


From page A2-1 


"Guinness" and “Ripley's Be- 
lieve It Or Not” are foreign feature 
programs on ABC 5 that have been 
"localized in order to infuse new- 
ness in TV viewing," according to 
senior vice president for Corporate 
Affairs Terra Daffon. 

ABC 5 acquired the exclusive 
rights to air "Guinness" and "Rip- 
leys" on free TV two years ago 
from Total Sports Co., and Sony 
Pictures, respectively. 

"Foreign shows translated into 
Filipino rate well," Daffon pointed 
out, "because they connect better 
with the viewing public.” Not all 
foreign suppliers allow their 
shows to be localized, she said. 

Part of “localizing” a show is 
picking a local talent as host. Ray- 
mond Bagatsing is the host of the 
local edition of “Ripley's.” 

“Ripley’s’ is doing quite well. 
Raymond adds star value to the 


show, plus drama and surprise,” 
Daffon stressed. "Be 
unique brand of humor.” 

Raymond and Benjie deliver in 
Filipino all their adlibs and com- 
ments on featured vignettes. 

Localizing the two shows also 
required several portions to be 
narrated in Filipino, said Daffon. 

“The VOs (voice over) are also 
done by the hosts,” Benjie said. 

Raymond added: “Dubbing is 
quite taxing.” 

Copies of “Ripley's” and “Guin- 
ness" are sent to a local production 
company that specializes in trans- 
lation and dubbing—similar to 
what is being done to imported te- 
lenovelas, said Daffon. 

Localizing shows is a growing 
trend in the country, Daffon ob- 
served. "We foresee that this will 
continue for some time." 

In 1997, ABC localized "That's 
Incredible, which showcases 
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BAGATSING: “Dubbing is quite 
taxing.” 


amazing feats of humans and ani- 
mals, and called it “Dobol Inkredi- 
bol.” The program was hosted by 
Janno Gibbs. 


News 
war 
heats up 


From page A2-1 


the period cited” 

The message read 
that from April 1-26, 
from 6 am. to 12 
midnight, GMA was 
leading ‘over ABS 
CBN—in Меда 
Manila with 17.2 
percent vs 12.2 per- 
cent; in Metro Mani- 
la with 15.8 percent 
vs 13.5 percent; and 
in the Suburbs with 
19.9 percent vs 9.8 
percent. 


T] 
SILENT MILL 


‘Same source 

Raquel stressed that 
these figures were also 
from AGB-Neilsen. 

Ressa in turn e- 
mailed figures that 
showed “TV Patrol" 
besting “24 Oras” in 
Metro on at least 
three nights in April 
(29-21). 

Ressa cautioned that 
ratings are “simply a 
tool that tells us what 
viewers want.” 

“My personal prefer- 
елсе is not to focus on 
these figures,” she said. 
“If we keep doing the 
right thing, the ratings 
will’ follow While 
were. winning in 
Metro, we still have a 
long way to go in Mega. 
Manila.” 

Ina nutshell, she ob- 
served that viewers 
‘want “news thats rele- 
vant to their lives... In 
the West, news viewer- 
ship has gone down; 
butin the Philippines, 
has gone up. Were 
bucking global trends.” 
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‘SUBMERGED 


Waltermart 

Director Lauren 
Dyogi explained that 
the show's resident 
psychologist, — Dr 
Randy Dellosa, had 
advised against pub- 
lic appearances for 
the teen. 

In one episode, Al- 
dred told Big Brother 
that he had been of- 
fended during the 
"Unguy-Unguyan" 
card game, where 
one of the house- 
mates referred to him 
as "masamang itsura 
за boys (the worst- 
looking among the 
boys)." 

Actually, Вів 
Brother explained to 
Aldred, what Kim 
said was “masamang 
itsura kasi hindi 
ngumingiti (he looks 
bad because he 
doesn't smile)." 

Dyogi told Ingum- 
e Entertainment 
that Aldred had often 
asked to talk to his 
mother. 

“But [that] was 
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against the rules," 
Dyogi said, “I guess 
he must have felt re- 
ally lonely" 
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I made Dennis 
Rodman smile 
—and like me 


By Giselle Sanchez 
Contributor 


“bad boy” image while in the Philip- 
pines. He looked intimidating. He hard- 
Jy smiled at his fans. He always seemed distant. 
"This was exactly the person that I met. But. 
lets not get ahead of the story. 
T met the handsome Craig Balkam, Rodman's 
schedule manager and personal bodyguard, 
А. through my lawyer from Hollywood, 
T" — Jeoff Tollan. Craig runs one of 


# 
EFRSTF 56 most powerful security 


agencies in Hollywood, 
PERSON whose clients include Eliza- 
Ei аа beh Taylor, Barbara 
Streisand and Paris Hilton. 
Craig and Jeoff asked 
me to dinner at Havana in Greenbelt 3. I was 
very excited to meet the celebrated "bad boy" 
Graig was generous with his introduction: 
“Dennis, this is Giselle Sanchez. She is a very fa- 
mous comedienne here in the Philippines." 


D ENNIS RODMAN LIVED UP-TO HIS 


No pictures 

From the way Dennis looked at me, 1 could 
tell what he was thinking: “So what? I'm Dennis 
Rodman!” I quickly erased the thought bubble 
and asked for a snapshot with him. What ] got 
was a stem, "Sorry no pictures.” 

T sulked at the table where 1 was seated with 
10 beautiful girs, including Keanna Reeves. "Oh 
my goodness,” I thought, “Tm a Rodman 
groupie!” I texted my husband and described the 
scenario. His reply: “Hahaha! Don't forget what T 
told you.” 

Thad told my husband earlier about the din- 
пер He said, laughing (right arm raised, right el- 
bow held with left hand), "Beware, he's this big” 

‘When our dinner group moved to Prince of 
Jaipur, 1 told another “groupie” my husband's 
joke, complete with arm motion. Apparently, 
Dennis was watching. He called out, "Hey!" (He 
had forgotten my name) When I tumed, he 
raised his right arm and, with his left hand, held 
hisrightarmpit. Huh? 


No wonder 

‘Awhile later, Dennis and I were talking; I was 
even making him laugh. His big thick lips 
stretched whenever he smiled. With that lower 
lip ring, no wonder he hardly smiled. The studs 
оп his nostrils jiggled whenever he laughed. No 
‘wonder he hardly laughed! He actually looked 
scarier when he did. 

As we went down the stairs leaving Jaipur, he 
assisted me. The teenagers around were clearly 
in awe at the sight of him. I was in awe because 
he was helping me down the steps. 

By the time we got to Embassy, he had be- 
come so comfortable, he was playing mind 
games. He said he could have any or all of the 
girls in front of him but he'd rather have me! Was 
he serious? I decided to play the game. “Oh, no, 
you cant,” I blurted. "Tm going to tell the whole 
world!” 

“Then tell the whole world,” he shot back. 
"Carmen Elektra did. Madonna did." 

Tt was more prudent to concede defeat at this 
point. I told him I was married. He said he didn't 
care. 1 told him my tiny kingdom had по room 
for the Trojan horse, He laughed so hard at this 
‘one, I knew this was the moment to ask for what 
wanted in the first place—a snapshot. This time 
around, he obliged, of course. And while smiling 
for the camera, he fed me an ice cube. His fingers 
were salty 


(Rodman has left the country. The author—a 


singer, comedienne and corporate events host—cel- 
ebrates her birthday tomorrow] 


‘FROM left, Keanna Reeves, Dennif and Giselle 
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YOU BORN TODAY: Not only are you ha 
friendly, clever and charming. Neverthel 


creased solitude this year to ponder something imp. 


Birthdate of: Pete Seeger, activist/folksinger; Doug Нели 


ARIES (March 21 to 
April 19): Its easy to go 
‘overboard when spend- 
ing money today. Ї like 
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your cash—then guard your impuls- 


= 
today. It's too easy to 


stick to your point of 


view and close your ears. 


@ 


attention. 
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TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20): You might 
have to work hard to be 
detached or objective 


jworking, you put joy into whatever you do. This inspires others. You're 
s. you need time alone. You appreciate the arts—music, drama and na- 
ture. At 18, your curiosity about life becomes enlivened. At 48, your focus shifts to home and family. Expect in- 


jortant. 


GEMINI (May 21 to 
June 20): Don't fall for 
‘crocodile tears today 
You might be sympa- 
thetic about something 


that really doesn't deserve this much 


CANCER Qune 21 to 
July 22): : Enjoy the 
company of others to- 
day. People are friendly, 
and they want to have a 


good time. There's nothing wrong 
‘with this. Jump on board i 


ou like. 


DAiLY CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 
1 Moton 


measure 
6 Necklace 


fastener 
10 Ostentatious 


display 


14 Fashionably 


то 
15 Actor Morales 
16 Sith Hebrew 


month 
17 Sweet tak 


18 Occupy 


completely 
19 Mezzo-soprano 


Stevens 
2 


P 
па Senor ito 


24 Geeks. 


25 Quarterback 


Marino 


28 Signaled the 
butler 


31 Corporate = 
shark 


‘By Philip. Anderson 


35 News org esr 


4 "Cheers" 


bartender. 


5 Amateurish 


43 Relative 


diagram 


44 Мото Agnew 


45 Half a y? 


46 Wading birds 
49 Panis summers 


50 That git 


51 Agatha's 


лора 
‘contemporary 17 Host of Valhalla 


53 Appropriate 12 Fem’ opp. 


55 High hopes 


62 Colori fish 


63 Clamorous 
54 Ensnaros 


66 _ Ato, CA 


67 Bologna eight 

68 Bandieader 
Show 

во Veve 

70 "Subway 
Series" team 

N Sena 


DOWN. 
1 Ytbk. section 
2 W goten gains 
5 ust enger 


26 Not together 
27 Fist generation 


broadcast 


30 Complain 

32* In Venice" 

33 Beethoven 
dedicase 

зи More scarce 

37 Boel bad mood 


41 Tost out 
48 SH race 
52 Overact 


othe jo» 


40 Fundraising 


41 Pick up thé tab 
42 Medical осу 


54 Braves catcher 


T€ 
suem. 
5 
am 
[HE 
JEE 
RE: 


ining, magician; James Brown, squl artist. 


Мел NAGYotosi? 


LEO (July 23 to Aug. NILA 
22): Although Leo is a 
royal sign, 125 not cool 
to be too caught up in 
yourself. Remember 
that at the end of the game, the King 
and the Pawn go back in the same 


NA HABAMBUHAY ANG 


Or 
Нил 
мо: 


"PAG GANON МАМАМ 
ANG PARUSA Ko, Wo- 
DONATE Ko NA LANG 
ANG MGA PARTE NC 
KATAWAN Fo SA МСА 
OSPITAL 


Wow: MAG- 
BABAGO КА, 
AT MAGIGING 
MAPAGBIGAY? 


4 
o NJ zx ow aswe: 
LO NG REFRESH 
NENTS GANA NS 
СРЕО NA 


TAKE OFF 
YOUR 


BY JOMIKE TEJIDO 


PARA DAHAN-DAHAN, 
NAKAKA LAYA Ako 
NGI NILA NA- 
PAPANSIN! 


box. 


VIRGO (Aug. 23 to 
Sept. 22): Political or 
religious arguments 
might get taken to the 
extreme today. People 

might exaggerate things. Be careful 

about this. Pull in your reins little. 

e generous when sharing 
Something today, espe- 

cially something that you don't own. 


(Qops.) People are very openhanded 
today. And so аге you. 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 
22): You might be 
tempted to be overly 


KIKO MACHINE 
SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 


BY MANIX ABRERA 


Nov. 21): Although you 
want to get along with a 
partner today, don't give 
away the farm. Other 
people should be rea- 

sonable, and so should you. You 

might have to draw a line in the 
sand. 


®© 


SUMMER "uo? 


Cr 
GANAN DIN 
жо DATI B 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 
to Dec. 21): You like to 
do things in a big way. 
(Gis the ever-present oj 

timist in you.) Be careful 


мастер KA NEBIONG 


Tapes UMABOT PA'KO 
SA NEKT LEVEL. “YUNG 
"PA-SABERD". CORDER LANG 
AKO ме KANIN TAS PAPA- 
SABRAN KO LANG hehe. 


about what you agree to 
at work. Dont take on more than 


PERO NGAIO TIPONG 
NASA RUROK NA RIN AKO 
SA PAETINPID EN. KAYA KO 
Ма MAG- QUT OF Вори EX- 
PERIENCE TWNG LUNCHTIME P 
00, ASTRAL TRAVEL PARE. 
GALANG KATULAD, 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
to Jan. 19): Gamblers 
bewarel Ditto for shop- 
pers and people who are 


Ing to go overboard to- 


day or to think that something looks 
better than it really is. Cautiont 
home. You want to eat 


you can handle. 
partying. Is very tempt- 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
Feb. 18): This is a per- 
fect day to relax at 


DISASTER PIT, DISASTER Duet 


4 оте and indulge 


yourself, If you can get away with 


BY PAPU AND TATUM MILAMBILING 


this, great! 
PISCES (Feb. 19 to 
March 20): You're 
thusiastic about pra 
cally everything today. 
Be careful you doni 
drive too fast. And try to 
be prudent in your shopping. If ne- 
gotiations look too good to be true, 
they are. 


BEE, HINT - MINE CONG, 
ca 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 3, 2006 


HOST: WHAT WAS THE SECRET POWER THAT 
‘made your group win in the competition? 

Guest: You just have to have the courage to give 
everything despite the strong kalaban! 

(Sting like a bee, rage like a cow—that’s the 
new sports mantra!) 


Host: In only a few minutes, we will find out 
the winner of ow singing contest. We wil find out 
kung sino ang maling magniningning! 

(Ay, mali!) 


Host: How can we finally succeed as a coun- 


? 

‘Guest: We must no more inggitan—each of us 
will in part our knowledge for all 

(Ah, please repeat?) 


Host: When will the new condominium build- 
ing be completed? 
‘Guest: Actually its now ready for occupation! 
(Uh, can we make that ready for occupancy?) 


Host: Whats happening now with the court 
case? 

Guest: Still the same, hearing mga arguments 
ng depensa at prostitution. 

Ang sakit mo namang magsalita...) 


Host: We're so happy to finally get you on the 


ARANETA 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


ENTERTAINMENT 
Courage, chatter change and other boob-tube booboos 


| VIEWFINDER 


| 
[pon 


Nestor U. Torre AS 


show. Can you greet our viewers, your fans? 
Guest: Hi there to all ofus! 


(No comment.) 


Host: Your former boyfriend has been sending 


out hints that he still loves you. Do you think 
there's a chance for reconciliation? 

Guest: Wel, i’s all out to him! 

(aka pa.) 


Host: Whats the next step in your electoral 


complaint? 


Guest: Next, we have to compare the forms in 
question, para makita na authentic ang mga di- 


noktor na election forms. 
(Authentic? Dinoktor? Ano ba talaga, kuya?) 


Host: Do you think there's any hope for the 


Philippines? 


Guest: We have to be optimistic, but we also 
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have to face the fact that the country is in grieve 


Нов: So, what changes do we need to make? 
Guest: Well, first of all, chatter change! 
(Thats easy—we just love to chatter!) 


Host: What more do you need to get your 
group's petition approved? 

Guest: We thought we were complete, but now 
they tell us we need more supporting peppers. 

(As Paris Hilton would say, that's hot, thats re- 
allyhot!) 

Host: Why haven't you gotten married yet? 

Guest: Don't worry, it will come—as they say, 
ikea trip in the night! 

(No, that isn’t what they say...) 


Host: What will your group's international per- 
forming tour achieve? 

Guest: We hope that it will open doors abroad 
for other Pinoy musicans as welll 

(What in the world are musicans—are they like 
politicans, dieticans—or Mohicans?) 


Inaccurate 

From. ldrin Redolme 
(AldrinRed@gmail.« pens 11 Metroville Subd, 
Ма-а, Davao City: 

This is about Alfonso Pastores! accusation that 
ABS-CBN has "no. originality" I don't think GMA 
did it (coverage of a Pinoy climber's Mt. Everest 


expedition) first; it was ABS-CBN's "The Correspondents’—more 
precisely, Abner Mercado's report on the Philippine contingent going 
to Mt. Everest months before GMA's announcement of their Mt. Ever- 


estthing, think you just have to check your data. 
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PBA PHILIPPINE CUP | 
MAY 3 4:40 STA LUCIA vs COCA COCA cota 
es. 7:35 ALASKA vs TALKN TEXT. | 


FRA LIPPO LIPPI CONCERT 


MAY 13, Saturday 8:00 pm 


OPENS TO DAY 
AT ALL AYALA CINEMAS 


Reserve your seats by texting SURESEATS GB3 
or SURESEATS G4 to 2333 (Globe) or211 (Smart) 
Or log on to www.sureseats.com for web reservation. 
"AYALA CINEMAS' MI:3 SCREENING SCHEDULES FOR MAY 3 


GREENBELT 1 
Cinema 2 - 12:30 PM, 


EET 
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& graphic content 
this film is for — 
adults only. 


ps 


something is about 
fo takeover the world. 


GET READY FOR SLIME TIME! 
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Estranged lovers 
play loving couple; 


ONIY А FEW MONTHS AFTER THEIR BREAK- 
up, Jean Garcia and Gardo Versoza will be seen 
as а couple in an episode of GMA 75 drama se- 
ries, “Magpakallanman,” this month. Jean plays a 
struggling single mom whose children are all 
bound to dieatage 8 due toa rare disease. 


‘Trashing while taping 
LITTERING in Puerto Princesa, Palawan, gets 
anyone arrested, This happened to a cameraman 
of ABC S who was there last month. 

While taping for the reality show “Totoo TV* 


BRITISH COUNCIL 


PAR Futures 


|| 
et a 


Ф 


ANTONIO 
FORCIONE 
QUARTET 


CYNTHIA 
ALEXANDER 
GROUP 
win 


MON DAVID 
NOLYN CABA 


07 May * 1-5PM 
SM Trade Hall, Cebu 


Art Exhibit by Cyn 
айа Hustrad 


e Kabataun 
‘04-10 M 


y" Crossroad 77 


1 
(032) 233-0452 


Distributed by & 


THE MISSION 


ће violated the city’s anti-littering law and was 
fined P200 (first offense lang kasi). "Totoo ТУ" 
stars comics Maverick Relova and Ariel Villasan- 
ta. Ifthe duo laughed, they did so secretly. 
Richard vs Richard 

RICHARD Gutierrez, who plays the comic book 
superhero in GMA 7's "Captain Barbell,” will bat- 
бе it out with a namesake for a villain. Richard 
Gomez is the latest addition to the cast of the TV 
version ofthe late writer and publisher Mars Rav- 
elo's story. 


In good graces 

ZOREN Legazpi seems to be in good graces of the 
Kapuso networks executives these days. Apart 
from appearing on the big-budgeted tele-fanta- 
sya, "Majika," Zoren is also part of GMA 75 
newest series, “Fantastikids’—as director! 


Hug-deprived 
CHINESE star Zhang Ziyi cried every day after 
returning to her room while shooting the 
movie, “Crouching Tiger, Hidden Drag- 
оп," (2000), because the work was so dif- 
ficult, reported Hong Kong's Apple Daily. 
She had needed an encouraging hug 
from director Ang Lee, but he never gave. 
icto her the Associated Press said, quoting the pa- 
per. However, she said, Lee frequently hugged 
her co-star, Malaysian-Chinese Michelle Yeoh. 


Coconut head 
IN NEW Zealand, according to Agence France 


Tops in US, Canada 

LOS ANGELES—Audiences hit the road with 
Robin Williams as his family-vacation romp "RV" 
opened at No. 1 with $16.4 million, while the ac- 
aimed Sept. 11 drama "United 93" debuted 
with $11.6 million. 

Weekend studio estimates had Disney's 
sports comedy “Stick Ir” in third slot, premier: 
ing with $11.3 million. 

Estimated ticket sales for Friday through 
Sunday at US and Canadian theaters, accord- 
ing to Exhibitor Relations Co. Inc., official 
trackers: 

1) “RY” $16.4M; 2) "United 93,” $11.6M; 
з) “Stick It," $11.3M; 4) “Silent Hill,” 
$9.3M; 5) "Scary Movie 4,” $7.8M; 6) “The 
Sentinel,” $7.6M; 7) “Ice Age: The Melt- 
down," $7.05M; 8) "Akeelah and the Bee,” 
$6.25M; 9) "The Wild,” $4.7M; 10. “The 
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ionimpossible.com 
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RUSHES 
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Й ZOREN Legaspi 


d E T и 
Press, Rolling Stones guitarist Keith Richards re- || em A 


mained in a private hospital nursing a sore head 
Monday, five days after falling out of a coconut 


tree. 


Most influential Combs 
HIP НОР antst Sean "Puffy' Combs is among 
‘Time magazines 100 most influential persons this 

year. Among the others on the list are US Presl- 
dent George Bush and German Chan- 
cellor Angela Merkel. 


Most beautiful wife 

AN 18-year-old Russian was crowned 

‘Mrs World 2006, the most beautiful 
married woman in the world, last week, In 
awards rites held in St, Petersburg, Russia, Sofia 
Arzhakovskaya triumphed over 33 other partici- 
pants from around the planet, RPs Marcar 


Richards sues 


Reuters 


Tolosa-Cabel, was in the top 10. Melanie Mar- 


quez didn't 


RoUNDUP 


WILLIAMS in “RV” 


The 
i, RED PYRAMID 


ast the semifinals last year. 


Arzhakovskaya 


Benchwarmers,” $4.4M. AP 


Phone royalties 

LOS ANGELES—Three Hollywood labor 
wnions have inked new contracts that will 
compensate actors, writers and directors and 
others involved in the ABC drama “Lost” for 
the broadcast of snippets of the show on mo- 
bile phones. 

The deals guarantee union health and pen- 
sion benefits and minimum payments, and 
could be a blueprint for similar agreements 
involving other TV content for the growing 
mobile phone entertainment market. 

The contract is a "crucial first step into a 
new frontier of production and content distri- 
bution,” said Alan Rosenberg, president of the 
Screen Actors Guild. 

‘The Writers Guild of America, west, and 
the Directors Guild of America also were part 
of the new labor pact. 


Have you read it? 

NEW YORK—Yes, there are still people who 
haven't read “The Da Vinci Code.” But the 
number seems to be shrinking. 

Dan Brown's international sensation has 
sold around 1.4 million copies in its first 
month as a paperback release, a big number 
for any book and astonishing for а novel that's 
already sold more than 40 million copies in 
hardcover, AP 


=== 
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Customs exceeds P16-B target for April 


Excess collections reach P3.9B in first 4 months WHATS 


By Michelle V. Remo months ofthe year to P3.9 billion. For thefirst Тһе customs chief attributed the higher- 


quarter, its collections were P3.6 billion high- 


THE BUREAU OF CUSTOMS YESTERDAY SAID THAT IT HAS EX- er than its P38.6-billion target. 


ceeded its P16-billion collection target for April by P300 million, 


the fourth consecutive month that it has met 
iscollection goals. 


Being the second-biggest revenue eamer 
among government agencies, the BOC's abili- 


Morales said in a briefing that the P300 mil. (у to meet its collection targets boosts the na- 
lion in excess collection last month brought tional government's chances of achieving its 


Acting Customs Commissioner Napoleon the agency's total surplus for the first four budget-deficit reduction goal. 


UnionBank 
eyes iBank 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE ABOITIZ GROUP'S UNION BANK OF THE 
Philippines is looking at acquiring a control- 
ling stake in publicly listed International Ex- 
change Bank as part of its goal to be among the 
country’s top three banks by 2010, IQuiaem 
sources said. 

A merger between the two medium-sized 
lenders would create the Philippines ninth 
biggest bank with combined assets of about 
P168 billion, edging out the Yuchengcos’ 
Rizal Commercial Banking Corp. 

A source from UnionBank confirmed the 
bankes interest in Bank, but said there was no 
deal yet among the shareholders. 

"те a prospective candidate. We're at the 
feeling-up stage,” the source said. 

In an earlier interview, Jon Ramon Aboitiz, 
chair of the bank's parent Aboitiz Equity Ven- 
tures, said the underleveraged Unionbank 
was bound to make an acquisition. 

“IF you want to leap-frog, you've got to do 
ап acquisition. Otherwise, if it’s organic 
(growth), it will take too long,” he said. 

UnionBank, capitalized at P19 billion, ear- 
lier attempted to bid for Philippine National 
Bank, but its offer was matched by the group 
of tobacco magnate Lucio Tan, which exer- 
cised its preemptive right as the existing dom- 
inant shareholder. 

Banking sources said UnionBank, ranked 
13th biggest based on end-2005 resources, 
was attracted by iBank’ relatively good bal- 
ance sheet and branch network. 

“It doesn't have as strong a franchise as 
PNB but it's a good bank,” one source said. 

As of end-2005, iBank’s return-on-equity 
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STOCK MARKET 


wom m unma: 
(Gee stock marker report on Page B4) 


Stocks near 7-year high 


SHARE PRICES ROSE 1.55 PER- 
yesterday to the highest 
close in almost seven years as in- 
vestors were reassured by rela- 
tively peaceful Labor Day protests, dealers 
said. 

It was feared that mass protests by leftist 
groups on May 1 would result in violence but 
the day passed without major incident. 

The Philippine Stock Exchange composite 
index added 35.11 points to 2,305.64 after. 
trading between 2,270.53 and 2,313.74. This 
‘was the highest closing level since Aug. 5, 
1999, when the main index settled at 
2,348.24. 

Volume was 1.24 billion shares worth 
P1.96 billion. 

The broader all-shares index advanced 
23.21 points to 1,431.64. 

Gainers outnumbered decliners 74 to 27, 
with 38 stocks unchanged. 

“Investors were relieved that contrary to 

STOCKS/BS 


than-programmed revenue collection, made 


up largely of duties imposed on imports, to 

the BOC's ongoing program to tighten audit- | ip. 

ing of shipments and improving the system of | (Bank 
valuation of imported goods. | plays into 


The BOC likewise attributed its over-per- InionBank 
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2 Chinese agencies compete for Subic property 


Creating more business opportunities іп ће freeport sewmusm suum 
May 3, 2005 to May 2, 2006. 
$ By Ronnel W. Domingo area for its own industrial zone. tourists to cross the South China Sea 85 
ART АСК Also, Arreza said Beijing, through from both shores. 83, 
TWO AGENCIES OF THE CHINESE the Ministry of Commerce, was set to Last month, SBMA said at least $1 
IS FAT. L government are vying for a 100- build 10 industrial zones in the re- three more local governments in Chi- .59 
hectare property in Subic fortheir re. gion amid ongoing efforts to put in na—Shijiazhuang and Taizhou cities, 
spective industrial park development place free trade arrangement be- аз well as one municipality in South- 
TURAL E Projects that would cater to investors tween the Mainland and the 10- ern China—were асалы open- 
OXYLITE from China, according to the member Association of Southeast ing direct chartered flights between 
freeport's top official. ‘Asian Nations. the Mainland and the freeport. 
PORTABLE OXYGEN | "Sibi: Bay Metropolitan Authority “A team from Hebei is expected to. Shijiazhuang City is the capital of 
+ Handy and Portable | Administrator Armand С. Arreza said visit this month to follow up on their Hebei province, which has a popula- = " 
* Ideal for travel this developed as the agency recently interests in Subic,” he said. tion of 68 million and is considered TMUL 1000Т 29DEC  19MAR 2MAY 
= Imported from U.S.A. | signed with Chinese transnational Hebei intends to have four produc- Фе sixth richest province of China. 
firm Hebei Jingniu Group an agree- tions lines in its glass factory, two for The proposed flights would be in p 
> TRERSTNEBICMLEQUIPHENT| nerone раар floatgletendanotertwofereeram addition to the curent domesticand 0) | -day T-bill 
Cu [smrmmwmw| и нолтикова | а $300-million manufacturing base іс glass. international direct flights such as the 


5 ац | gomon! | Сеск Рега | for high-tech glass products in Subic. — This came in line with joint efforts Mandarin Air's Subic-Taiwan route, 


EA The government о Hebei ofthe Chinese government and the Cebu Pacific's Subic-Incheon (South rate up 14.8 bps 


Biag. А 
16350436 | аза Ваве province, through the glass manufac- SBMA to create opportunities for Korea) and Air Philippines Subic- 


turer, wants the land in Subic’s Tipo more investments, businesses and Guangzhou flights. t 0 4 7 6896 
. о 


By Michelle V. Remo 


‘THE BELLWETHER 91-DAY TREASURY BILL 
rate rose 14.8 basis points to 4.768 percent 
yesterday, as the market tried to push interest 
rates higher. 
‘The market deems the rates have gone too 
" low that they might discourage investments. 
The 182-day bill also fetched a higher rate 
of 5.582 percent, up 24.5 basis points from 
week-ago level. 

Only the 364 day bill rate fell yesterday record- 
inga 1.1-basis point decline to 5.799 percent. 

National Treasurer Omar Cruz said the 
rates (for the 91- and 182-day bills) had gone 
down precipitously. The market realized the 
rates were too low, so they are now pushing 
them higher, he said. 

‘Two weeks ago, the rate for the 91-day bill 
neared its four-year low of 4.6 percent. 

The decline in Till rates had resulted in 
interest rates dropping to levels lower than 
the inflation rate. This may discourage invest- 
ments in debt instruments because the yields 
would only be gobbled up by the increases in 
consumer prices. Year-on-year inflation rate 
stood at 7.6 percent in March. 

Cruz said the Treasury's auction committee 
accepted the higher bids as the offered rates 
reflected those in the secondary market. “This 
is where the rates are really going in the sec- 
ondary market, and we respect it," he said. 
i Cruz added that the relatively huge volume of 

bids for government securities made it rea- 
Em sonable for the auction committee to accept 
= | the higher risk premium sought by banks. 
9 ‘Tenders for the 91-day bill reached P2.2 
billion, higher than the governments P1-bi 
d: lion borrowing program per T-bill maturit 
Bids for the P182-day bill stood at P2. 61 bil- 


* To tae ME Е m 
Dealer of the Year 2005 
| lion, while those for the 364-day bill amount- 
ананг, ed to P3.655 billion. 
The Treasury's auction committee accepted 


P3 billion worth of bids, or P1 billion per manu- 

rity, thus raising its programmed borrowings. 
"We want to give the market a little respite. 

Alittle correction is welcome as long as the in- 


Thank you for making us the No.1 Mitsubishi dealer. Cette hes эшка 


the secondary market," Cruz said. 


You inspire us to provide you with greater products i PLDT buying 
2096 of gaming 
firm for P502M 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


PHILIPPINE LONG DISTANCE TELEPHONE 
Co. yesterday formally announced its acqui 
tion of a 20-percent stake in Internet gaming 
firm PhilWeb Corp. after months of negotia- 
tions. 

The deal is expected to give online gaming 
in the country a big boost as PLDT’ telecom- 
munications resources—including the coun- 
trys largest cellular phone network—are 
mated with PhilWeb's gaming franchise from 
the government. 

Ina statement, PLDT said the deal govern- 
ing the acquisition by its e-business unit of 20 
percent of PhilWeb from the group of former 
‘Trade Minister Roberto Ongpin was valued at 
P502.4 million. 

"At a special board meeting held [yester- 
day], [PLDT's] board of directors approved 
the investment of ePLDT in PhilWeb,” the 
company statement said. 

“ePLDT will invest in and subscribe to new- 
ly issued common shares of PhilWeb equiva- 
lent to 20 percent of the total outstanding 
capital stock of the company at price of 2 cen- 
tavos per share,” it added. 

The investment and subscription agree- 
ments are scheduled for signing on May 5, 
2006. 

ePLDT is a wholly-owned subsidiary of PLDT. 

PhilWeb is primarily engaged in intemet based 
gaming, thru its appointment as principal technol- 
ogy service provider of the Philippine Gaming and 
Amusement Corp. (Pagcor) with which it has a 
marketing consultancy agreement for Intemet 
sports betting and Internet casino operations. 

As of end-April 2006, PhilWeb offers Inter- 
Kn. 28 Gen Endo Aguinaldo Highway Dasmariñas Cavte Tol Nos. (046) 416-5968 850-0119 / 416-5960 / 850-1681 net sports betting in over 230 Pagcor Internet. 

sports betting stations (1585) and over 40 In- 
ternet casino stations nationwide. 

'ePLDT plans to assist PhilWeb in the nation- 
wide roll out its Internet sports betting stations 
Mitsubishi Motors Philippines Corporation and Internet casino stations, using principally the 

telecommunication network resources of the 
PLDT/B3 


A manm 


— домен PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER === 
WEDNESDAY, 


Www [BUSINESS IB: | 
PLDT buying 2096 of gaming firm 


omoa : | it oniy takes T 
нота пао | WAREHOUSE SALE | send your promo 


allow PLDT to brin; May 03 to May 10, 2006 message.. 
g ^" 

gaming services to its е " 2 

millions of mobile UP TO <* Marketing TextBlast 

phone users. 

“The investment 
will enable the PLDT 
group, through š ecall rate. 
ePLDT, to gain a firm Text Raffle > 
hold on legitimate | 


gaming content for | d ? e Text Survey 
the group's mobile 

business as well as its 

ees | REFRIGERATORS > 


broadband business- К v SAMPLE PRICE LISTS only 


Info Text ~ SON, 


es, and to influence LL, Regiar Price SALE PRICE| 
the nature of the con- !lside by Side Stainiess| P-169:950; Р 89,950. |. 
tent consistent with à 950. P 19950. 
the requirement ofthe $169,950. 

PLDT group to in Ai 


Contact Us Now! 


8 5 Phone: (652) 3830-1 or 910.2470 _ Tex telcspsce» inovincepace> 
crease the usage of its CORDON соммека " Fax (632) 325.05 95 or 635-37 name<space> contact number 
IAL CORPORATION 
малаша neo Te M. Grochfiold KM 14, Merville Access Road, Merville, Paranaque City [erbe duc! ka deg вазо: ата (омеа Sim 269 (emet 


sure the compa- Telephone Nos.: (02) 8211805 to 06. л Website: http Jmobie mindgate net 
ny said. [LT PETS 


% 


A LEISURE STROLL TO 
Galleria 


OF 


GALLERIA 


A unique and refreshing lifestyle is now here in the heart of Ortigas 
Center. 5, 


Welcome to East of Galleria, a 45-storey residential tower located in. 
the midst of the bustling business district. It is conveniently located | 
beside the very successful Robinsons Galleria Mall to cater to the Я 
residents’ daily needs. Minutes away from major roads like EDSA. | 

is also within the vicinity of malls, banks, institutions ahd 

other major establishments. 


East of Galleria truly embodies the ideal of comfort and 
convenience, offering the best of both worlds with the choice of |, 
either bi-level or loft-type units. Available in one, two and three- |. 

bedroom units, East of Galleria assures residents of utmost privacy 
"n ||| | за condo living as the master's bedroom is located а level above the 
Mio orari $ dining, kitchen and living areas. High ceilings, airy atmosphere and 
ПО ea T ГӘР expansive glass windows feature breathtaking views of the Wack | 
pn Ч? A red Wack Golf and Country Club as well as a multitude of | 
~ magnificent skylines. 
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Commodities continue to soar 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 3, 2006 


THIS IS PART 2 OF MY BRONTOSAURUS, IN 
which alternative meanings are given to com- 
mon words: 

1. Coffee—a person upon whom one has 
coughed. 

2. Flabbergasted—appalled by how much 
weight you have gained. 

53. Abdicate—to give up all hope of ever 
having a flat stomach. 

4. Esplanade—to attempt on explanation 
while drunk. 

5. Negligent—a condition in which you ab- 
sentmindedly answer the door in your neg- 
ligee. 

6. Willy nilly—impotent (1 like this one). 

7. Lymph—to walk with a lisp. 

: 8. Gargoyle—an antiseptic mouthwash 

9, Flatulence—an emergency vehicle that 
picks you up after you have been run over bya 
steamroller. 

10. Balderdash—a rapidly receding hair- 
line. 

11. Pokemo—a rough proctologist 

12. Frisbeetarianism—the belief that when 


Mr. BEARBULL 


eer 


Ron Nathan 


you die, your soul flies up on to the roof and 
gets stuck there. 

13. Circumvent—an opening in the front of 
boxer shorts worn by Jewish men. 

Part 3 will appear next week and is a little 
harder to figure out. 

Over the long weekend, commodity prices 
continued to hit new highs with gold at $660 
an ounce. Copper, zinc, nickel and most other 
metals made record highs last week and so 
far, there has been no serious correction. 

Oil remains close to its recent record high 
of $75.17 а barrel over concern about Iran 
and its potential for making nuclear 
weapons. 
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NOTICE is hereby given that the 


EXPORT AND INDUSTRY BANK 


L STOCKHOLDER: [EET] 


iS 


2006 annual stockholders’ meeting of 


EXPORT AND INDUSTRY BANK, INC., will bc held on Friday, May 26, 
2006, at 8:00 A.M., at the Lower Lobby, ExportBank Plaza, ExportBank Drive 
corner Chino Roces Avenue, Makati City. 


‘The Agenda for the meeting is as follows 


1. Call to Order 
2. Secretary’s Proof of Due Notice of the Meeting and 
Determination of Quorum 
3. Approval of Minutes of Previous Stockholders’ Meetings 
а. 2004 Annual Stockholders’ Meeting 
b. January 25, 2006 Special Stockholders’ Meeting 
4, Management Report 
5. Ratification of Acts of the Board of Directors and 
Management During the Previous Years 
6. Election of Directors (including Independent Directors) 
7. Appointment of External Auditor 
8. Other Matters 
9. Adjournment 


* ^ Common stockholders of record as of May 05, 2006 will be entitled to notice 
Тоб, and vote at, said meeting, The stock and transfer books of the Corporation will 
be closed as of said date and until after the annual meeting. 


| == те you cannot personally attend the meeting and if you wish to, you may 

«designate your authorized” representative by submitting a signed PROXY + 

instrument to the Office of the Corporate Secretary, Export and Industry Bank, 
-Inc. 37/F ExportBank Plaza, ExportBank Drive corner Chino Roces Avenue, 

Í Makati City, not later than 5:00 P.M., May 19, 2006 (Friday), for verification and 

7 record purposes. The proxy instrument shall conform with the requirements of the 
Corporation Code, and should be affixed with a duly paid documentary stamp tax 
in accordance with Sec. 192 of the National Internal Revenue Code. 


Makati City, May 02, 2006. 


Original Signed 
RAMON F. AVIADO, JR. 
Corporate Secretary 
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‘Threats of sanctions do not seem to be hav- 
ing much effect on the Iranian prime minister 
and with mid-term elections coming up in a 
few months, | do not see President Bush 
launching an air strike. 

‘The only glimmer of hope is that Iran might 
transfer its uranium processing to Russia un- 
der the watchful eye of inspectors. 

If this should transpire, commodity prices, 
especially oil, could fall, together with gold, 
which is a safe haven in times of uncertainty. 

Over the past two months, the dollar has 
been falling steadily and even in the last 
month, it has slipped 5 percent against the 
pound and 4 percent against the euro. As all 
commodities are quoted in dollars, they tend 
to move on the opposite direction to maintain 
their true value. 

If you plot metal prices in pounds or euro, 
the charts look very different and, if you ad- 
just for inflation, many commodities are at a 
fraction of their former highs. 

For example, in 1980, gold hit a high of 
$875 an ounce. If you adjust for 26 years of 
inflation, the current price of $660 looks to be 
only a fraction of what it was. 

‘That is why many commodity traders feel 
that prices could go much higher and Mare 
Faber predicted that if the DOW tripled in the 
next 10 years, gold would reach $6,000 an 
‘ounce. However, he likes to seek publicity so 
this should not be taken too seriously. 

Somewhat more credible was Jim Rogers, 
previously a partner of George Soros, in run- 
ning the Quantum Fund, On Bloomberg, he 
said that in almost all cases, not only for met- 
als but also for soft commodities such as cof- 
fee, soya beans, cotton and sugar, demand- 
outstripped supply. 

Over the decades, demand from a popula- 
tion of six billion had greatly increased but in 
most cases supply had peaked and not been 
replaced. 

In the case of oil, demand was rising at a 
rapid rate but production was already close to 
maximum output and there were little un- 
tapped reserves, which could be brought on 
stream rapidly, To make matters worse, no re- 
fineries have been built in the last 30 years so 
refining is a major problem. 

It takes years and hundreds of millions of 
dollars to build refineries and he did not fore- 
see any quick solution from fuel cells or solar 
power. 

Ethanol substitution in Brazil was working 
‘well and costs only $7 a barrel but every other 
country would first have to build refineries 
and then persuade car manufacturers to pro- 
duce new engines to run on a blend of 70 per- 
cent ethanol and 30 percent petroleum. 

This would take years and in the mean- 
time, demand would keep on rising unless 
China's expansion came to an abrupt halt. 
There is no sign of this happening and the lat- 
est figures show that its economy із still accel- 
erating, 

He thought that commodity boom would 
continue. Previous bull markets in commodi- 
ties have lasted between 15 and 23 years and 
this bull market is only in its 7th year. 

He also said that investors were realizing 
that commodity funds were producing far 
better returns than any equity or bond mar- 
ket, so huge sums of money were being in- 
vested in them. 

The funds have to invest this money there- 
by pushing commodity prices up still further. I 
found all this fascinating but I am no expert 
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Country 

United States 
Japan 

United Kingdom 
Hong Kong 
Switzerand 

Canada. 

Singapore 

Australia 
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UNIONBANK 15 LOOKING INTO ACQUIRING 
International Exchange Bank lock, stock and 
barrel, following iBank shareholder Enrique 
Razon Jr's expressing interest in unloading his 
stake, according to the grapevine. 

Rumor of the possible acquisition has al- 
ready perked up the iBank share price, which 
yesterday closed more than 13 percent high- 
er, at P39, from Friday's P34.50. 

‘UnionBank was similarly up, closing yes- 
terday at P40.50 from Friday's P38. 

Incidentally, easily the biggest market 
mover of the iBank shares was Fidelity Se- 
curities, whose listed trading participant, 
Ben Tiu, happens to also be the iBank vice 
chair. 

Out of the 738,800 iBank shares that trad- 
ей hands since the other Monday, 380,000 
shares were sold and 282,000 bought by Fi- 
delity. 

‘According to the grapevine, other iBank 
shareholders have also expressed interest 
in cashing out their stake in the 10-year- 
old bank, after learning that Razon was of- 
fering his 15.68-percent interest in iBank 
to the Aboitizes, UnionBank’s majority 
shareholders. 

Razon, who is better known as the chair 
and CEO of International Container Termi- 
nal Services Inc., was not available for com- 
ment, And neither was iBank president Ra- 
mon Sy. 

Currently ranked as the country’s 10th 
largest bank, UnionBank has set out to be- 
come one of the three biggest universal banks 
by 2010. It posted 2005 net earnings of P2.76 
billion. 

iBank was listed as the country’s 17th 
largest in total capital as of 2004, reporting a 
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stood at 12.2 percent while UnionBank's was 
14.69 percent. 

iBank ranks 17th among the country’s 
biggest banks with assets of about P60 billion 
as against UnionBank’s P108 billion. iBank 
operates about 75 branches while UnionBank 
has 111. 

‘Another source said that since iBank debut- 
ed on the Philippine Stock Exchange, it was a 
lucrative takeover target. The bank's shares 
have been steadily rising since it went public 
in December 2004. 

"UnionBenk needs this acquisition because 
iBank is into that business that UnionBank 
doesn't have, which is lending,” another in- 
dustry source said. 

Although UnionBank is the bigger bank, 
Banks loan portfolio is more than double at 
P28 billion against the former's P11 billion. 

‘Among iBank’s shareholders are JTKC Eq- 
uities Inc. (25.82 percent); iVantage Corp. 
(17.22 percent); Razon Industries Inc. (16.48 
percent); Greenhills Properties Inc. (9.34 per- 
cent), and Philippine Realty & Holdings Corp. 
(8.61 percent). 

Since its opening as a full-service commer- 
cial bank in September 1995, iBank has 
achieved robust growth by focusing on the 
needs of the middle market, transactional de- 
posit customers and large- and medium-sized 
investors. 

UnionBank has core strengths in corporate 
cash management, payment services, foreign 
exchange and capital markets. 

“The INguIRER tried to reach iBank presi- 
dent and founder Ramon Sy yesterday but he 
was not available for comment as of press 
time.” 
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formance in April and the three preceding 
months of the year to its anti-smuggling pro- 
gram, particularly the Run After the Smug- 
glers (RATS). The BOC said it was working on 
its institutionaiization to better curb the 
perennial problem of smuggling. 

Finance Secretary Margarito Teves, who 
was in the same press briefing, said the 
BOC's collection for April was boosted by 
the P1.7 billion worth of duties it collected 
from the National Food Authority, which im- 
ports rice. 

But Teves said the Department of Finance, 
head agency of the BOC, still did not have a 
hint about the national governments budget 
deficit for April as other revenue agencies and 
the budget department have yet to turn in da- 
ta on collections and expenditures. 

The Burezu of Internal Revenue, the 
biggest revenue source of the national gov- 
ernment, was not yet ready to report on its 
collection performance for April. Revenue 
Commissioner Jose Mario Buñag said his of- 
fice was still unsure whether it met its goal for 
the month. 

“The national government has set a target of 
reducing its budget deficit this year to only 
P125 billion from last years 146.8 billion. 
The deficit target for this year is equal to 2.1 
percent of the country's expected gross do- 
mestic product. 

The DOF said the government was banking 
on recently implemented revenue-enhancing 
measures like the VAT Reform Law to help 
meet its fiscal target for 2006. 

‘The VAT is estimated to generate P75 bil- 
lion in incremental revenues this year alone. 
Of the amount, more than P40 billion has 
been assigned to the BOC and P30 billion to 
the BIR. 
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net income of P523 million for the same year. 

‘According to the grapevine, iBank chair 
Gerardo Lanuza, who is in the United States, 
has sent word that he would join his fellow 
Castilaloy, Razon, in any putative sale. 

Lanuza's Philrealty and his cousins Ortigas 
and Olbes families altogether control more 
than 17 percent of iBank. 

If the sale pushes through, Lanuza could 
use the windfall to jumpstart Philrealtys An- 
drea project, the condominium complex in 
the former Pepsi-Cola plant in Quezon City 
whose completion had been stalled by the 
currency crisis. 

The Tiu family, for its part, has been trying 
toraise venture capital for their planned luxu- 
ry hotel to replace what is now the Gilarmi 
apartment-hotel on Ayala Avenue. 


Which publisher, whose paper? 

THE MANILA Standard Today was surprised 
to learn that their publisher, Makati Rep. 
Teodoro Locsin Jr, flew to Guam this long 
May Day weekend and addressed the Fil- 
ipino-American Presidents Club in the US 
commonwealth territory. 

In addition to his congressional title, Locsin 
was also identified by the Marianas Variety as 
a "newspaper publisher,” although its Filipino 
expatriate reporter who covered the event did 
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not identify which paper the Makati congress- 
man was now representing. 

Over at the Manila Standard Today, Locsin 
is more known as the “absentee publisher" for 
having made himself scarce after agreeing to 
merge his Today newspaper with Standard 
over the vigorous objections of the Standard 
union. 

The merger even cost the job of Standard 
editor in chief Jullie Daza. 

“Oh, we see him (Locsin) all right,” said a 
Manila Standard Today staffer. “His picture is 
Posted every day in the Business Mirror web- 
site,” referring to the new business daily con- 
trolled by insurance-and-motel magnate An- 
tonio Cabangon Chua. 


Heard through the grapevine 
THE BOARDROOM row at Equitable PCIBank 
may still be unresolved; but the contending 
parties are apparently not making any move 
to change the composition of their nomi- 
nees—the same set of directors are being 
renominated—for the May 23 stockholders 
meeting. 

(Email: cocktales pdiGpldtdsl.net or cock- 
tales_pdi@yahoo.com) 
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"Investors may start to cash in 
once first-quarter results start 
coming out,” Vistan said, adding 
the earnings may have been hurt 
by higher taxes and rising com- 
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modity costs. 

‘Ayala Land Inc. closed up 75* 
centavos at P12.50. 

Philippine Long Distance Tele- 
phone Co. ended down PS at 
2,040 while rival Globe Telecom 
gained P35 to P935. 

San Miguel Corp.'s A-shares, 
limited to Filipinos, closed flat at 
P64 while San Miguel B-shares, 
which foreign investors can buy, 
added a peso to P81. AFP 
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vurities Inc. 
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By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


SEMIRARA MINING CORP, THE COUN- 
try biggest coal producer, expects to end 
the year with an 18-20 percent increase in 
its net income despite higher tax payments, 
Semirara president Victor Consunji said. 

Consunji said the growth would be driv- 

en by sales to new customers, such as ce- 

1 ment firms and paper mills, and additional 
sales to the Calaca Power Plant 2 in Batan- 
gas, which takes in more than half of Semi- 
Tara's production. 

National Power Corp. shut down Calaca 
Power Plant 2 last year for regular mainte- 
nance check. 

Inthe course of the repair, technical prob- 

Jems were encountered, delaying normal 
operation to the last quarter of 2005. 
| " Nestor Dadivas, Semirara chief finance 
officer, also said expenses would be higher 
| this year as it would no longer be eligible 
for tax incentives under net operating loss 
carryover (Nolco). 
Nolco allows a firm to deduct losses from 
the taxable gross income over a specified 


Semirara sees higher sales 


period. 

“What we are concerned about is higher 
taxes we are expecting to pay since our tax 
incentive is no longer there,” Dadivas said. 

Semirara had said its net profit last year 
‘went up 11 percent to P1.6 billion, from the 
previous year’s restated net profit of P1.4 
billion, buoyed by higher coal prices. 

‘The amount translates to P5.469 in earn- 
ings per share, the company said in a state- 
ment. 

1n 2005, average coal prices increased 12 
percent to P2,205 a metric ton from P1,974. 

Revenues, on the other hand, also grew 
10 percent to P5.6 billion from P5.1 billion 

Production increased to a historic level 
of 2.9 million metric tons of product coal, 
up 16 percent over the previous year’s 2.5 
million metric tons. 

Sales volume, however, dipped slightly 
by 34 thousand metric tons or 1 percent to 
2.48 million metric tons in 2005 from 
2.513 million metric tons in 2004 largely 
due to the prolonged maintenance shut- 
down of Napocor's second coal fired power 
plantin Batangas. 
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ERC postpones open access 


Competition now scheduled to start on July 1, 2007 


By Abigail L. Ho 


THE ENERGY REGULATORY COM- 
mission has postponed for a year the 
start of retail competition and open 
access to transmission lines in Luzon 
to July 1, 2007. 

In a notice posted on its website, 
the ERC said it was prompted to push 
back the timetable because only two 
of the five conditions required by the 
Blectric Power Industry Reform Act of 
2001 to open the electricity market to 
competition have been met so far. 

The conditions are the establish- 
ment and operation of the Wholesale 
Blectricity Spot Market, privatization 
of at least 70 percent of the National 
Power Corp.'s total capacity in Luzon 
and Visayas, the transfer of the re- 
maining Napocor independent power 
producer contracts to IPP administra- 


tors, approval of unbundled transmis- 
sion and distribution wheeling 
charges and the removal of cross-sub- 
sidies. 

The ERC said that only the last two 
requirements have been fulfilled. 

‘The new timetable for open access 
is scheduled for public consultation 
on May 16. 

Under the new proposed timeline, 
only electricity users with an average 
monthly peak demand of one 
megawatt would be allowed to 
choose their own supplier. 

After two years, or on July 1, 2009, 
the demand requirement would be 
brought down to 750 kilowatts (kW). 

At this level, aggregators, or enti- 
ties pooling the electricity require- 
ments of a group of end-users, would 
be allowed to supply electricity to 
consumers with a total demand of at 


least 750 kW within a contiguous 
area. 

By July 1, 2011, the contestable mar- 
ket, which refers to users allowed to 
choose their own suppliers, will already 
include end-users at the household lev- 
el “ifthe ERC determines as realistic." 

Before the actual implementation 
of retail competition and open access 
in Luzon, the ERC will promulgate 
the amended Business Separation 
Guidelines, Code of Conduet for Re- 
tail Market Participants, Uniform 
Business Practices, Guidelines for the 
Supplier of Last Resort, Competition. 
Rules, and Guidelines on Metering. 

These rules will be circulated on or 
before Dec. 15. 

‘The timetable for retail competition 
and open access implementation in the 
Visayas and Mindanao grids will be de- 
termined later, the ERC said. 


BACKDOOR LISTING PLAN 


Next Mobile forges P6.5-B swap deal 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


Commodities continue to soar 


From page B4 sults are out and so far, 70 percent have ex- 
ceeded analysts’ expectations and only 14 
percent have disappointed. 

Earnings are growing at 12.6 percent, year 
оп year, and the DOW recently hit a seven- 
year high. Personal income and spending are 
increasing. 

Federal Chair Bernanke indicated that the 
interest rate hikes are about to end. There 
may be one more hike in May to 5 percent but 
that will be all for now, unless inflation rears 
its ugly head. So far, it has been contained at 2 
percent. 

Japan, the world’s second largest economy, 
has at last emerged from seven years of stag- 
nation and with consumer spending now ris- 
ing, the government is now forecasting 
growth of 2.4 percent this year and 2 percent 
next year. 

‘China raised its rate by 0.27 percent and in- 
dicated that there would be another increase 
later in the year. It is cutting back on lending 
and on real estate but its manufacturing ca- 
pacity is still operating at record levels. 

T expect the regional boards to offer work- 
ers P30 to P40 a day, not the P70 to P125 they 
are demanding. The lower figure would just 
about cover the real value of the minimum 
wage, allowing for inflation, mrbear- 
bull@hotmail.com 


оп this subject so do not write to me for ad- 
vice, Go to com.oddities. 

"The Philex analyst briefing was well at- 
tended and all the foreign brokers were there. 
Chairman Walter Brown was very confident 
about the company's future and said that 
Philex had several projects lined up, which 
would become operational before the Райса] 
mine runs out in 2014. 

Some could be financed from the compa- 
пуз strong cash flow but joint ventures with 
foreign partners would also be included. He 
forecast that net profit for 2006 would be not 
less than P2.3 billion. This is even higher than 
my P2 billion plus, which Т predicted last 
week. 

He also mentioned a small cash dividend 
for the year. With my subscribers holding half 
their PX at zero cost, I am now looking for the 
next hot stock but do not pressure me. Re- 
search takes time and a lot of effort. 

"The US economy is doing very well and the 
latest GPD for the first quarter is 4.8 percent, 
the highest figure for a first-world country. 
Jobs are being created at an average rate of 
200,000 a month and unemployment has 
dropped from a high of 6.1 percent to 4.7per- 
cent. Some 25 percent of the first quarter re- 


Next Mobile's shares after the trans- 
action. 

The company official said the 
transaction was expected to be com- 
pleted within three months, although 
both firms still have to get the ap- 
proval of regulators. 

Racadio pointed out, however, 
that the deal was not molded after 
a traditional backdoor listing exer- 
cise in the sense that no single com- 
pany would emerge after the trans- 
action. 

“There will be no single surviving 
entity,” he said. “Cashrounds will re- 
bile chief financial officer Wilfred main a listed company and Next Mo- 
Racadio said the transaction was ade bile will remain an operating compa- 
facto backdoor listing for his firm al- ny" 
though both companies would main- Ах ће same time, he agreed that 
tain their corporate identities after investors wanting to buy equity in 
the share swap. Next Mobile may do so indirectly by 

"Cashrounds will end up being the buying listed shares — of 
parent company of Next Mobile,” he Cashrounds. 
said. Next Mobile has long been look- 

Racadio said that Cashrounds ing for ways to list on the bourse. 
would end up owning 97 percent of Before this deal, it had hoped to list 


on the PSE through a share swap 
deal with listed movie outfit Pre- 
miere Entertainment Productions 
Inc. (PEP). 

‘The deal expired after both parties 
failed to reach an agreement on the 
pricing of the transaction or the ratio 
of the share swap. 

In a disclosure filed with the PSE 
yesterday, Cashrounds revealed that 
the deal was actually sealed last April 
28, 2006, where a memorandum of 
agreement was signed with Next Mo- 
bile and five of its controlling share- 
holders. 

‘These are Top Mega Enterprises 
Ltd., Joycelink Holdings Ltd., Gam- 
boa Holdings Inc., Emerald Invest- 
ments Inc. and Food Camp Industries 
and Marketing Inc. 

“It shall be a new issuance of 
shares of stock by Cashrounds in ex- 
change solely for Next Mobile 
shares owned and controlled by 
Tits) shareholders,” the company's 
disclosure said. 


THE LONG DELAYED BACKDOOR 
listing of trunk radio operator Next 
Mobile Inc. received a shot in the arm 
after the company forged a share 
swap deal with listed firm 
Cashrounds Inc. 

The deal, valued at P6.5 billion, 
will effectively give Cashrounds—an 
online financial deal maker—com- 
plete control of Next Mobile and 
make the former's stock a proxy in- 
vestment vehicle for the latter, 

Ina telephone interview, Next Mo- 
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RPN-9 up for restructuring 


More gas 
stations offer 
discounts 


By Abigail L. Ho 


WITH FUEL PRICES STILL ESCA- 
lating worldwide, local oil firms 
have decided to add more than 
100 gasoline stations offering P1 
diesel discounts to public utility 
vehicles. 

‘According to Energy Secretary 
Raphael Lotila, there are now 525 
gasoline stations around the coun- 
try that are offering diesel dis- 
counts—up from only 366 two 
weeks ago. 

"We are very pleased to note 
that the oil companies have heed- 
ей the government's call to assist 
the public transport groups in light 
of rising fuel prices,” Lotilla said in 
astatement yesterday. 

Of the 525 stations that are of- 
fering lower priced diesel, 252 are 
located in Metro Manila, 118 may 
be found in South Luzon, 80 are 
situated in North Luzon, 32 are lo- 
cated in the Visayas and 43 may be 
found in Mindanao, Lotilla said. 

The addition of more than 100 
stations providing diesel discounts 
is expected to ease the burden of 
the public transport sector. Lotilla 
said that the government is stil uy- 
ing to find other ways to ease the 
impact of high pump prices on con- 
sumers. One way is the temporary 
reduction of import tariffs on crude 
and refined petroleum products. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo is 
expected to sign the executive or- 
der од the temporary tariff reduc- 
tion before May 15, Lotilla sai 


EPCIB net income up 
12.5% to P2.7B іп '05 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


EQUITABLE PCI BANK, THE 
country’s third largest lender, re- 
ported an audited net income of 
P2.7 billion last year, 12.5 per- 
cent higher than the restated 
2004 profit of P2.4 billion. 

The audited figures now reflect 
thenew International Accounting 
Standards, the bank said in a 
statement yesterday. 

EPCIBank president Rene Bue- 
naventura said the financial re- 
sults were due to the able execu- 
tion of the bank's strategy to pur- 
sue higher-margin middle market 
and consumer accounts, build up 
the low-cost deposit base, im- 
prove asset quality and boost 
non-interest income. 

‘The bank's total interest income 
increased by 14 percent to P19 bil- 
lion over a year ago, driven by 
larger earning assets and an im- 
provement in the portfolio mix. 

Interest expenses rose at а 
slower pace of 9 percent to P8.4 
billion given an improved fund- 
ing cost structure, 

Net interest income reached 
P10.6 billion, up by 19 percent 


Call center Paxys buys 
Australian payroll firm 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


PUBLICLY LISTED CALL CENTER 
firm Paxys Inc. has acquired com- 
plete ownership of Australia's 
second-largest payroll adminis- 
tration service provider, the com- 
pany said on Tuesday. 

In a disclosure to the Philip- 
pine Stock Exchange, Paxys said 
it had entered into a share-swap 
agreement for the entire capital 
stock of Smart Salary Pry. Ltd. 

"Рахуз shall acquire full own- 
ership and control of Smart 
Salary for a total consideration of 
‘A$36,7 million in cash and new 
shares of Paxys Inc.,” the call cen- 
tercompany said. 

The amount is equivalent to 
approximately P1.43 billion 
worth of cash and stock under 
prevailing exchange rates. 

The company told the Ex- 
change that, under the agreement, 
the sellers have the option to re- 
ceive a portion of the purchase 
price in new shares of Paxys—a 
transaction that will depend on 
the stock's potential upside. 

“phe sellers are led by Philip 
John Cave, Macquarie Bank Ltd., 
and Michael John Briggs,” Paxys 
said, “Assuming that the sellers 


Network incurs debt of up to P5B, 
more than its worth in the market 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE STATE-OWNED TELEVISION 
station RPN-9 has incurred about P5 
billion in debts, complicating govern- 
ments efforts to privatize the net- 
work now that the amount of liabili- 
ties is bigger than its potential market. 
value. 

Jose A.R. Bengzon, head of the Pri- 
vatization Management Office, said 
the government would initiate com- 
promise talks with the TV station's 
creditors for possible restructuring of 
its liabilities. 

‘According to Bengzon, RPN-9 
owes the Bureau of Internal Revenue, 
several creditors—firms which RPN-9 
has trading relations with—and the 
PMO itself. 

“This is an extremely complicated 
privatization, and so we want to have 
а compromise with the parties con- 
сетей he said in a press briefing 
yesterday. “What we want is that the 
proceeds of the sale should be able to 
cover the debts and retirement bene- 
fits of employees.” 

Bengzon said without disclosing 
figures that the preliminary computa- 
tions by a financial adviser showed 
that the market value of RPN is lower 
than the amount ofits debts. 

He said the government would fol- 
low the advise of CLSA Exchange 
Capital Inc.—the government's finan- 
cial adviser on the sale of RPN-9 and 
TBC-13—to offer the station for sale 
only after the debts have been settled 
toattract investors. 

‘The government originally wanted 
to complete the sale of RPN-9 by the 
first quarter of this year. But it later 
conceded that the sale might not push 


Bengzon said the PMO would talk 
with the BIR to persuade the rev- 
enue agency to remove the penal- 
ties, interests and surcharges on top 
of the back taxes of RPN-9. He said 
the privatization of the broadcast 
station would push through if the 
BIR would agree to only collect the 
principal amount of the TV station's 
back taxes. 

He said RPN-9 owed the BIR some 
P110 million in unpaid withholding 
tax and P140 million in unpaid fran- 
chise tax. He did not disclose the 
amount of penalties and surcharges. 
But other officials said these were 
much bigger than the principal. 

‘Asked whether the BIR would be 
willing to condone the penalties on 
the unpaid taxes of RPN-9, BIR Com- 
missioner Jose Mario Bunag said in 
the same press briefing that "it is too 
early to tell." 

The delay of the sale of RPN-9 
means that the planned privatization 
of IBC-13 will also have to be moved 
to a later date. Authorities have de- 
cided to sell IBC-13 only after the pri- 
vatization of RPN-9 has been com- 
pleted. 

There was an earlier proposal for a 
joint sale of the two TV stations. But 
officials have been advised that the 
government can maximize revenue 
potential of the state assets if the sta- 
tions are sold separately. 

‘The television stations are includ- 
ed in the list of state assets up for sale 
under the government's revitalized 
privatization program. 

Other assets for sale include the 
former International School property 
in Makati City, shares in Maynilad 
Water Services Inc., Philippine Postal 
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TURKISH TRADE MISSION PRESENTS NEW 
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


through on schedule because of the 
debt problem. 


Corp. and Al-Amanah Islamic Bank, 
among others. 


“Turkey has achieved remarkable progress & financial stabilty wilh ап average of 8% annual groth in the last 
three (3) years. The country's foreign trade has continuously expanded under Њега rade policies reaching a 
volume of US$ 190 bilion at the end of 2005 with a total export volume of USS73 billon. 


In relation to Turkeys initiative in 2005 for a "Trade Development Strategy Towards the Asia Pacific Counties’ 
which has generated promising results that exceeds its average export growth rate, а Turkish trade mission of 
fy (50) companies is coming to Manila to look for prospective agents, distributors and trade partners in the 
Philippines. The companies joining the TRADE MISSION wil be representing four (4) major industries: 
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The Commercial Section of the Turkish Embassy is now arranging meetings between participating Turkish 


companies and interested local traders, distributors retailers and end-users for potential business tie-ups 
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over a year ago, with net interest 
margin widening to 4.35 percent 
from 4.21 percent. 

On the asset side, total re- 
sources expanded by 2 percent to 
P316.4 billion with aggregate in- 
vestment securities increasing by 
24 percent to P75.5 billion, and 
net loans and receivables growing 
by 3 percent to P142.4 billion. 

On the liability side, deposits 
rose by 7 percent to P206.7 bil- 
lion, with the deposit profile im- 
proving as low-cost demand and 
savings deposits increased by 9 
percent and 10 percent, respec- 
tively, while high-cost time de- 
posits declined by 2 percent, 

EPCIBank set aside P2.9 billion 
as provision for impairment loss- 
es, even as the nonperforming 
loans ratio dipped to 4.5 percent 
from 7.01 percent. 

Along with enhanced credit 
processes and aggressive collec- 
tion efforts, the bank sold anoth- 
er P5.3 billion worth of nonper- 
forming assets in September 
2005, on top of the P10.5 billion. 
in NPAs disposed in December 
2004 to asset management com- 
panies. 


shall exercise their option to take 
new Paxys shares, such primary 
issuance will not constitute 10 
percent or more of the resulting 
expanded outstanding capital 
stock.” 

Smart Salary is Australia's sec- 
ond-largest “outsourced remu- 
neration packaging administra- 
tion company.” 

“Salary packaging administra- 
tion is an Australian Taxation Of- 
fice-approved means of allowing 
employees to effectively structure 
their income through a combina- 
tion of cash and approved em- 
ployee benefits,” Paxys ex 
plained, "Smart Salary's services 
ensure the implementation of 
well-aligned ^ salary-packaging 
policy and the delivery of a com- 
prehensive tax management re- 
porting suite.” 

Smart Salary operates in five 
Australian cities, and has gener- 
ated revenues of A$10 million in 
the first nine months of its pre- 
sent fiscal year. 

Recently, Paxys also acquired 
15.8-percent stake in software 
maker Global Idealogy Corp. 
(GIC) for P10.4 million, with 
plans of buying more shares of 
the company in the future. 
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system (ваш 

inte Contro" Mobile Technology 
Pentium" M Processor 740 (лан) 
'915GM Chipset 


Wipacus* XP Home 

256M, 4068 HOD o 
GO-RWIDVD-ROM Combo Dive — 
187 XGA (1024x768) TFT LCD splay, 
Intel" GMA 900, Lonovo Care Software 
Tools, Corel Word Perfect Otice Suito, 
Googl Desktop, Google Tool Bar, 4 USB. 
2.0, S-Video Out, IEEE, 9-n-1 Card 
edat, 1 year parts & abor (system 
battery. 1 ува) Customer Caryn Repair 
FREE Lenovo Messenger Carrying C 


РНРб1,995 


Lenovo 3000 C100 Notebook 
{Button System Recovery 
Push-of--buton data backup and recovery 
system features 

Inet" Celeron? M Processor 370 (1.5GH2) 
intel" S15GM Chipset 

= Lenovo Wireless Noo. 


. | Windows" XP Ноте. 


гем, 4068 HOO) z 
Co-RW/DVD-ROM Gambo Dive 


7 | 167 XGA (idadx7e8) TFT LCD disp 


Intel" GMA 900, Lenovo Care Softw 
тов, Covel Word Perfect Office Sul 
Googie Desktop, Google Tool Bar, 4 USB 
2.0, §-Video Out, IEEE, 34-1 Card 
Reader, year parts & labor (system. 
battery: 1 уза) Customer Caryn Repair 
FREE Lenovo Messenger Carying Case 


РНР49,395 с: 


Complement these Lenovo 

3000 notebooks with 

special options: 

+ Lenovo USB 2.0 Essential Memory 
Key - 256M8 
MOYSEN PHP2,798' 

+ Lenovo USB 2.0 Essential Mamory 
Koy = 512M8 
(408590) РНР,708' 

+ Lenovo Carrying Case - Messenger 
(408596) PHP1,395' 

= Lenovo Carrying Case - BackPack 
OY8603) PHP1,698' 

* Lenovo Carrying Cas 
 HOYa601) PHP 695" 

= Kensington MiewoSaver Security 
Саре Lock 
(732582) PHP2,495! 


рејона 


For every purchase of Lenovo 3000 C100 Notebook, get a FREE Powerbooks Gift Certificate. 


Contact our Preferred Resellers today! 


lenovo.com/3000/ph/offers 


lenovo. 


Prefrred Roselare Dia Exchange 75208 
omar 3710888, 8078372 26734, 63972 


120080 » Microstation 6572705: 7211252: 7254 


104; 7250471 7280889 «Np Къ Davlopmant Corporation (092) 2402028 » tion Vasey Computer 


Ar foc (032) 3430804 = Vilman Computer Systema, Inc 290811; 8922222, 8830892733; EIBTÜT 849497172 


E ane 
Fuji Xerox, BOMC 
sign accord 


FUJI XEROX PHILIP- 

pines, a wholly owned 

subsidiary of Fuji Xe- 

тох Asia-Pacific, re- 

cently signed an agree- 

‘ment with BPI Opera- 

tons — Management 

Corp (BOMO) for two 

continuous feed production print- 

ers in order to enhance the bank's 

statement printing operations. 
‘The Fuji Xerox 495 CF Production 

Printers are capable of large-scale, 

high-speed quality printing that en- 

ables BOMC to print all of its cients) 

statements of account in an efficient 

and cost-effective method. This 

landmark agreement is testament to 

BOMC’s direction to provide its cus- 

tomers with on-time delivery of 

products with the highest quality 
Shown is Romy Serrano (left), 


‘president of Fuji Xerox Philippines, 
together with Rogelio Santiago, 
president, BOMC during the signing 
at the BPI Intramuros office. Fuji Xe- 
тох Philippines is the industry leader 
in providing complete document 
management solutions in the coun- 
try. The company also provides di- 
тес, nationwide service and support 
coverage for all its solution installa- 
tions. The Fuji Xerox 495 CF solu- 
tion in BOMC is the first installation 
for this specific equipment world- 
wide. 


REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION & COMMUNICATIONS 
LAND TRANSPORTATION OFFICE 
East Avonve, Quezon City 

E-mail Adéress: llombox@ito.gov.ph * Wabslle: ммо дохо 


MEMORANDUM CIRCULAR NO. 710-2006 

47 Apri 2008 

SUBJECT. implementing Rules and Regulations of JOINT ADMINISTRATIVE 
ORDER NO. 03 Sorles of 2006. 

Pursuant to the provisions of Joint AGminisiaive Order No. 03 Series of 2006 

{Enforcement of Regulation on the Implementation of the NCP on Motor Vehi 

ter the Read Chemical Gonto! Order (CCO) fer Ozone Depleting Substances 

(Obs) (DENR Administrative Order Мо. 2004-08, series of 2004), the following 

Rules and Regulations are hereby promulgated and adopted 

Section 1 - Tite 

Shose Rules and Regulations shall be known as tho Implementing Rules and 

Regulations of Joint Administraliva Order No, 03 Series of 2006, 

Section 2 - Scopo. 

Troso Rules and Regulallons shall cover and define the roles and functions of the 

epartment af Environment and Natural Resources-Envconmental Management 

Boreau (DENR-EMB) and the Department of Transportation and Communication- 

{nd Transportation Office (DOTC-LTO) in (he implementation of the ОАО 2004- 

D8 known ao the Revised Chemical Control Orders for Ozone Depieng Substances 

(00S) vit panicula emphases on the pertinent provisions o Sections 4, 5, 8,11 

d T2 thereof and in accordance wih the Mamorandum of Agrooment dated 29 

Apri 2003, particularly Section | and 1, paragraph 1 and 2 and section IV therol 


Section 3 - Administrative and Enforcement 
Sho loloveng Rules and Regulations shall b administerad by the Land Transportation 
отсе (то) 

SI AY Moble Air Conditioning (MAC) Information and refrigerant type should be 
ватой in the МУХ. No vehicle regisallon iransaction shali be approved 
"Without the inclusion of nocessary Information on MAC system. 

s) Al iaspaclors andlor personnel concomed shal mamtain а logbook for manual 
cording ol al MACS nspacied and for easy capturing of cata In he report 
preparation. 

су Ai vehicles with modal 1999 up to present should have Hydro Fluorocarbon 
(HEC) 134a or R-134a system, Any vehicles af the abovementioned modals 
Found io have converted fo R-12 should not be glen registration or ronowal 
of registration unless converted back to HFC 13 

E12 MAG system as the odainal 
у рај ragisirouon. Ei 


"ess converted Ma 

e MAG information and relugerant туре hall bo indicated in Ihe Oficial Recoipis 

(OR) of registration pror о releasing 
Section 4 - Powers and Functions of the Land Transportation Office 
‘Tho LTO shal 

72) Prohibit starting January 2006 the renewal of registration of all vehicles 
тапше rom January 1, 1999 onwards If their MAC contains СРО: 

b) napect all molor velucles оп their MAG Systems prior lo registration, in 
etordance with the Manual for MAC Systam Inspection and Refrigerant 
Ienttieaion 

c) Regue ali motor vehicles cxnersloperators applying for registran to specily 
T he Motor Vehicle Inspection Raport (MVIR) form information on МАС. 
Systems and retrlgerant types: 

а Designate and maintain Lams that wil conduct random inspoction of MACS 
in ine ferent areas comprising ів stc offices and apprehend violato 

ау мат records and data on reegorant type ofall motors vehicles Inspected 
"and provide sven Information to DENR-EMB as requred. 

1) Update the DENR-EMB-POD semi-annually on the slate of CFC usage in 
MACS; 

a) Conduct public awareness campaign In coordination with the DENR-ENB, 
‘Siplaining laws, rules and regulations, as well as polisy statements on МАС 
systems: 

љу Sigantzetranings of МАС inspection teams in coordination wili DENR-EMB. 
‘The нади shal be conducted by DENR-EMB and DOLE-TESDA, and, 

1) impose and collect al ne allowable fines and pensios and recommend the 
"ig of the necessary sdminisrative andlor criminal actions against violator 

Section 5 - Powers and Functions of the Environmontal Management Burea 
DENR 
Tne Environmental Management Bureau (EMB) shalt: 

у Provide lechnical assistance and 44 units of refrigerant ideniers equipment 
To the LTO In the enforcement of MAC inspection: 

b) Conduct pubic awareness campaign hn cooperation wilh tha 170, 

=} Conduet and organze tranings for MAC inspection teams in cooperation with 
{he LTO, and: 

а) Enst the assistance of the LTO In the prosecution of criminal cases against 
палате For this purpose, LTO may recommend the fing ef necessary 
"rminal actions against violalors 

Section 6 - Conduct of Random Roadside Inspection 
Random Roadside Ingpecion (RRI) Operational Procedure 

2) The Random Roadside Inspection (RRI) shall be conducted rogutarly ойсо 
every month 

by The RRI shall bo conduclad simultaneously with the conduet of antl-smoke 
helcning acivitios 

c1 A minimum of twanty-ivo (25) vehicles should ba Inspected during the 
Conduct of RR 

у Proper markings such as "PASS" or "FAIL and percentage of rofigaront shal 
be stamped on the OR of tho nspectod vehicle. 

a) Selecuon of vahielas lo be парос should represent the afferent vehicle 
models. elasaicalons and typos 

1) The inspacton team shall maintain a logbook for manual recording of ali MAC 
System Inspected and for оозу capturing of dala in the report preparation. 

a The dead for ho submission of Inspection reports to the Cental Осо 
Shall be every Mih (618) day of the month 

hy The RRI Taam shall be composed ol LTO Inspectors and EMB porsonnat 
designated by thaw respective Regional Diractore and reprosentatwe from 
TESDA, when nacostany. 

Section 7 - Training 

Fhe DOTG LTO In cooperation wih DENR-EMB shall organize continuous traning 
{or WAC inspeclon teams, The training shall bo conducted by OENR-ENB In 
‘coordination wiih DOLE-TESDA. 

Section В - Adoption of Manual 

{Tho Manual fof MAC System Inspection and Rofágorant Identification praparad 
by the ВЕНА ЕМВ is hereby adoptod and made inlegrated pari ol hese Rulos 
Section 9 - Finos and Ponaltlas 

‘The fetlowing ропоћу provisions shall apply to violators of fna JAO: 

1? Gn the ust апелво, ovnersloporotors of vehicles not complying with the 

provisions ofthe ЈА No, 03, Seres of 2008, shal be warned and shall bo 
Erdored 1o immediatly convert te MAC to non-CFC system. 
Ga tho socond and succeading offences, i an ownarloporator fad 10. 
Comply with no provislons of me JAO NO. 03, a corresponding tna of Phe 
50.006 00 shal be imposed, as staid in tha RA, 6969 ond Its Implementing 
Rules and Regulations 

3. Prior 1o renewal теракот, ali motor vehicles that hove been caught in 
то af ths order shall be faqulred lo prosont said vehicles In ony EMB 
Regional Oficos, LTO Regional Offcos, ond LTO МИБ, fr valdaon pulposas. 

Section 10 - Saparabillty Clause 

Should ony provision of these Rules bo daclared void or unconstiaional by a 
Gomosten cour (ne ethor provisions Пого shall continua to be in forco and 
проса and апап no In any way bo alfaclad by the provision зо decarod vold 
r uncongttutonat 

Section 14 - Repealing Clause 

Ai other Rules ond Regdlllons or paris of sald rules and caguiatlons that aro 
"bored inconsistent wih thoao Rules and Regulations nre hereby revise 
Simonded, modiled ondior eupereadod, 

Section 12 - Amendments 

"nasa Totes and Rogiatons may bo emendod andlor modiiod from tma to tima 
by ne Deparimont ef Transportation and Communicalions-Land Transporation 
ilico 

Soction 13 - Ettoctivity 

cue Rus and Roguatlons shal шака fet oon (18) days allor publication 
n'a Joast oe (3) Newspapers af ganar creulaon In the Phiippinos 


(604) ANNELI R. LONTOC. 
пале Soctelary 
(POI = May 3, 2008) 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: - 


People, Eventse? Products 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 3, 2006 


n gma 


PNP, PCCAI MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT 

The Philippine National Police headed by PNP Director Gen. Arturo C. 
Lomibao and the Philippine Chinese Charitable Association Inc (PCCAI), 
owner and operator of the Chinese General Hospital and Medical Center 
(СОНМ), headed by its board chair and president Dr. James G. Dy, re- 
cently renewed their annual MOA signing. The PCCA! undertakes to ren- 
der free medical treatment to elements of the PNP injured in the line of 


duty through the facilities of the CGHMC. Shown, seated from left, are 
Raymund Ang, Dr. Antonio P. Tecson, Chua Kee Lin, Dy, Lomibao, Gen. 
Vidal Querol and Sr. Supt Federico Damatac Jr. Standing from left are 
Loosin Yap, Robert Yang, Jayme Ang, Vic Cheng Yong, Zhou Yu Chun, 
Gig Yong, Simon Lee, Juancho Pacheco, James Huang, Robert Dee and 
Anson Yang. 


NEW CERTIFYING BODY FOR HAIRDRESSING, BEAUTY CARE 


‘The Technical Education and Skills Development Authority (Tesda) and the 
Philippine International Hairdresser's Association (Piha) recently signed an. 
agreement authorizing Piha to implement the competency and certification 
program for the hairdressing and beauty care industry. Tesda has accredited 
the first batch of graduates of the Competency Assessors Course composed 
of the current Piha officers. Assessors are tasked to award the Hairdressing 
and Beauty Care Certification based on their evaluation of a candidate's pos- 
session of the basic skills, knowledge, attitude and work values relative to а 
specific competency or standard set by the industry. Piha and Tesda are com- 


Volvo models best 


mitted to establishing and maintaining authorized, sanitary, healthful, and 
professional standards for the ever-expanding and technologically advancing 
hairdressing and cosmetology profession. Applications for assessment and 
certification are open to those who have acquired practical skills and knowl- 
edge through formal/non-formal education and training, ог skilled workers 
who have become highly competent in the craft of hairdressing and cosme- 
tology. For more information, call Piha at 421-6582. Shown are Piha officers 
and pioneer graduates of Tesda's Competency Assessor's Course with Fran- 
nie Villanueva of Hairwear Creative Systems (6th from right). 


in interior air quality 


AN INDEPENDENT SURVEY CARRIED OUT 
by the Ecology Center in Detroit shows that 
the interiors of Volvo's cars emit lower levels 
‘of toxic substances than other car makes. 

The Ecology Center recently presented a 
study ("Toxic at Any Speed: Chemicals in Cars 
& the Need for Safe Alternatives”) of the toxic 
chemicals used in building car interiors. Flame 
retardant PBDE and phthalates, whose main 
use is asa softener in plastics, were included in 
the study. These chemical substances can mi- 
grate from plastics and textiles, particularly at 
high temperatures. The cars occupants may 
thus be exposed to these substances, for in- 
stance through the respiratory system. Certain 
types of phthalates and flame retardants can, 
for instance, promote genetic mutations and 
can subject car occupants to health hazards. 

‘The survey reveals that the concentrations 
of PBDE in dust and on the windscreen are up 
to five times higher than in the homes of most 
people, and since many people today spend a 
jot of time in their cars, car interiors thus have 
a significant effect on human health. 

‘The Ecology Center carried out the survey 
оп 11 different makes of car built between 
2000 and 2005. The results show that the in- 


ANDERS Kárrberg, environmental director at Volvo Cars, and the Vol- 


vo XC90 V8. 


teriors of Volvo's cars have the lowest emis- 
sions of phthalates. There was even a lower 
incidence of flame retardant PBDE in Volvo's 
models than in most other cars, which accord- 
ing to the research institute makes Volvo a 
world leader in the area of interior air quality. 
The Ecology Center encourages other car 
manufacturers to follow Volvo's example. 

“In an age when many people suffer from 
asthma and allergies, itis only natural for Vol- 
vo Cars to offer its customers a good environ- 
ment even inside the car" comments Anders 
Karrberg, Environmental Director at Volvo 
Cars. In order to meet Volvo's high standards, it 
is necessary both to use the right materials and 
to ensure that the air entering the car via the 
climate system is properly filtered. Volvo has 
been working for many years now on creating 
a clean interior climate which is also suitable 
for people who are particularly sensitive, such 
as those suffering from asthma and allergies. 

"The textiles and leather used in our cars 
meet stringent Oeko-Tex standard 100, which 
ensures that fabrics and hides have been thoi 
oughly tested to check for certain allergy- 
ducing substances. We also work with contact 
allergies and are phasing out toxic substances 
such as certain phthalates. 
Volvo's IAQS air quality 
system has also been devel- 
oped to clean the air and 
reduce the risk of allergic 
reactions inside the car" 
concludes Anders Kär- 
rberg. 

‘The Ecology Center (EC) 
is an environmental pro- 
tection organization based 
in Ann Arbor, Michigan 
‘The Ecology Center works 
to promote a clean and 
healthy environment, not 
least through education 
and the implementation of 
various projects. 
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OLD-FASHIONED GOODNESS 

Savor the taste of our old folks’ favorite foods and 
drinks in coffee shop ambience at Tsoko.Nut 
Batirol. Enjoy drinking 'tsokolate' the way grand- 
ma prepared it together with special ‘ensaymada’ 
with queso de bola at any of Tsoko.Nut's outlets 
atthe 2nd level of SM Makati, 2nd floor of Walter- 
Mart Makati, ground floor of South Supermart in. 
Alabang and soon at the De La Rosa Carpark in 
Legaspi Village also in Makati. Tsoko. Nut also of- 
fers 'pandesal with adobo’, rellenong bangus' 
with rice, sugar-free cakes and coffee plus other 
delectable Pinoy food. Shown is owner Marian 
Romano at the entrance of Tsoko. Nut Walter-Mart. 
branch. 


PCU-MJCN holds medical- 


dental mission 

THE PHILIPPINE CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY- 
Mary Johnston College of Nursing (PCU-MJCN) 
will hold a whole-day medical and dental mission 
in Payatas, Quezon City on May 6 ав part of its 
yearlong centennial celebration. According to 
PCU-MJCN Dean Edna Imperial, the activity is 
part ofthe college's corporate social responsibil 
y of sharing basic medical and dental саге to 
poor communities which cannot afford such ser- 
Vices. The centennial anniversary, which culmi- 
nates on February 11-17, 2007 at the Manila Ho- 
tel, bears the theme "A Century of Nursing 
‘Through God's Faithfulness.” For more details, 
call 245-0806 or 245-0824. 


)\roduciFILes 
AN, 
Noise canceling technology from Bose 


IF YOU ARE MUSICALLY INCLINED 
experience the innovative combination of 
noise reduction technology and headphone 
audio performance with the QuietComfort 2 
Acoustic Noise Cancelling headphones from 
Bose. These premium headphones dramati- 
cally reduce unwanted noise. Advances in 
Bose technology make what you want to hear 
sound even better. 

Quiet Comfort 2's ergonomic design al- 
lows for a comfortable fit. The fold-flat fea- 
ture makes storage of these lightweight 
headphones convenient, Slip on a pair of 
QuietComfort 2 headphones and hear the 
music come alive. Decades of Bose research 
combined with the Acoustic Noise Cancelling 
headphone technology delivers the ultimate 
in audio performance, This award-winning 
technology electronically identifies and re- 
duces the unwanted noise around you. So 
you hear more of what you want to hear 


and less of the tiresome sounds that have so 
often distracted you. You may even forget 
you have them on. 

Based on an original design for the US mil- 
itary, QuietComfort headphones is an effec- 
tive gadget whenever noise is a problem: on 
buses or trains, in the office, even at home. 
Bose engineers enhanced the convenience 
and portability features of the QuietComfort 
2 headphones to make them even easier to 
enjoy in а variety of environments. 

"Whether you take them on a trip or to the. 
office, the QuieiComfort 2 headphones will 
fold flat to store easily in a bag or briefcase. A 
single detachable audio cable gives you easy 
access to portable players like Apple's 1 Pod, 
home stereos, and in-flight entertainment 
systems, all with less tangling than two-cable. 
designs. That same cable can be removed so 
your headphones can go "cordless" when you 
simply want the benefits of noise reduction. 


Isalso perfect for air travel, 

"To experience the absolute in noise can- 
celing technology call Eleksis Marketing at 
724-9566/898-2048 or visit Bose show- 
rooms at the R3 Level of the PowerPlant 
Mall, 3rd Level of the SM Megamall and the 
3rd Floor of Robinsons Place, Manila. 
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C OBITUARIES — — —. 
Evan eina ZA) " , 22 
сты) рана славној e KHL 
LORINDA M. CARLOS 


| March 25, 1916 – May 2, 2006 
(former) EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 


Her husband, Teopisto (1); children Maloy & Guilly, 
Marite & Otic, Marisa (1) & Ben (t), Maricar & Tony, 

Bureau of Local Government Finance 

Department of Finance 
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An obituary 
with a 
picture 
can bea 

fitting tribute 
to your 
departed 

loved one. | | 
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Our Beloved Mother у 


MARIA GENEROSO REYES 


May 27, 1919 — April 29, 2006 
Peacefully joined our Creator on April 29, 2006 at the age of 86. 


Her bereaved children, Menchu & Hermie. Bobot. Henry & Precy: 
‘grandchildren. Daisy, Gilbert, Ramil. Gary. Vivian. Denise. 
‘Timothy, Madelaine, Andrea, Pocholo. С). Eric, & Eugene: 
great grandchildren Сага, Kevin, Ram. Kimi & Miguel and all her 
Telatives and friends request the pious readers to pray for the eternal 
repose of her soul 


Benjie & Carina, Tina & Bogs; grandchildren and great 
grandchildren request the pious readers to pray for the 
eternal repose of her soul. 


Her body lies in state at the Molave Chapel, La Funeraria 
Paz-Sucat (inside Manila Memorial Park) Parafiaque City. 


Interment will be after the 8:00 a.m. Mass on Saturday, 
May 6, 2006 at the Manila Memorial Park. 


Passed away to join our Creator 
on April 30, 2006 at the age of 73. 


Always caring... 
INQUIRER 
OBITUARIES 


OBITUARY 
REQUIREMENTS: 
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Her bereaved family ROLANDO and OFELIA, 
CARLOS (+) and ELSA, CORA and ANDY, nieces, 
nephews, grandnieces, grandnephews, and other 
relatives request the pious readers to pray for the 
eternal repose of her soul. 


© Copy of Death 
Certificate. 


© Any identification 
document (D) Her body lies at the Mabini and Bonifacio Chapels, 
La Funeraria Paz-Sucat (inside Manila Memorial Park) 


Parañaque City. 


WE ACCEPT 

CREDIT CARDS 

and bank-to-bank 
payments 


Her body lies in state at Arlington Memorial Chapels 
G. Araneta Avenue, Quezon City. 


Interment will be on Saturday, May 6, 2006 at 
La Loma Cemetery, Manila after ће 1:00 p.m. Mass. 


Cremation will be on Thursday, May 4, 2006 at the 
Manila Memorial Park Crematory. Interment will be on 
Friday, May 5^ at Cabanatuan City. Cemetery. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


duo sank oF THe РНЦРРЋЕЗ e METROBANK 
Grooms. MERES 
YEARS OLD) BASED IN QUEZON 


Invitation to Submit Offers for the T PIS] 
Negotiated Sale of Reynolds Assets EDITORIAL ASSISTANT 


N rs old; 
A consortium of banks composed of the Land Bank of the Philippines, Metropolitan det ais a DU irs 


Bank and Trust Company, Asiatrust Bank and RCBC Savings Bank which owns Degree 
the former Reynolds manufacturing plant is now accepting offers for a negotiated With 4 years experience as editorial 
sale of the buildings and equipment as one (1) lot and on pull out basis. assistant, reporter or deksman; 


Proficient in Microsoft Programs; 
To qualify for evaluation by the consortium, an offer must be accompanied by a ers 

deposit of PESOS: TEN MILLION ONLY (P10,000,000.00) in cash or in Manager's јен 
Check payable to Metrobank Trust Banking, the Administrator. 


verbal and writen; 
Offers with the pre-qualifying deposit will be received by the Administrator at the 


CLASSIFIEDS 


WE PUBLISH SEVERAL MONTHLY 
TRADE MAGAZINES (OVER 40 Republic ofthe Phiippines 
OFFICE OF THE OMBUDSMAN 


Agram Road Dilman, Quezon City 


BULLETIN OF VACANT POSITIONS 
In Compliance with RA 7041 

А. GENERAL INVESTIGATION BUREAU B 

GRAFT INVESTIGATION & PROSECUTION OFFICER I 

2-2004 SG 26, (1 Position) 
Education: Bachelor of Laws: Experience: Four (4) years о! experience in ho 
practice of law, counseling, investtion/proseculion of cases, hearings of 
Scminisvativelcrminal eases, legal research or other related works; Training: 
24 полз of relevant training: Бобу; RA 1080BAR) 

B. GENERAL INVESTIGATION BUREAU C 

GRAFT INVESTIGATION & PROSECUTION OFFICER Il- lem No. OMBA-GIO2- 

4-2004; SG 26; (1 Posion) 
Education: Bachelor ol Laws; Experience: Four (4) years of experience in the 


tem No, OMBA-GIO2- 


Computer literate 


18" Floor, GT Tower International Building, 6813 Ayala Avenue corner HV dela 
Costa St., Makati City. Deadline for submission of offers and pre-qualifying deposit 


is on May 24, 2006 at 5:00 pm. 


All unsolicited offers received by the Administrator prior to this publication will be 
considered for evaluation only upon payment of the required deposit. If an offer 
is subsequently accepted by the consortium as evidenced by a formal Notice of 


Qualified aspirants may send in their 
applications in writing with recent photo 
апа bio-data to: 
‘The Personnel Manager 
P.O. box 3454, Manila 
ог apply in person at: 
626 Araneta Avenue, Quezon City 


practice ol law, counseling, inestgationprosecuton of cases, hearings of 
aministatvelriminal cases, legal research or other related works; Training: 
24 hours ot relevant training; Eighty: RA 1080(ВАР) 

C. PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION AND ADMINISTRATIVE ADJUDICATION 

AND MONITORING OFFICE - ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT UNIT 

CLERK 1i - hem No. OMBA-CK2-9-1998 SG 4; (1 Postion) 
‘Education: Completion ol two years studies in college; Experience: None 
required Training: None required; Еру: CS (Subprotessional First Level 


‘Award, its deposit will be applied to the purchase price. The deposit of offers not 
accepted by the consortium will be returned without interest immediately after 
conclusion of the evaluation. 


Б 
opin пода submit iin en (0 calendar ay rom to date fis 
Erat e ve omen esu Management Dison а по above ae, 
Бото aurement 
VERFU от.) 1) alte sang he postion pp lor 
Pepa c ta Phiipoinas 2) aysccangkaed Personal бна Shoe (сво Fo 22) 
(Ede pegan ка 8 xr peu слева) 
rites sad Oreal 2| "iube Rang or OSC Coto gb 
ageres Oo Oy 9 “Trapt not. 
NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION 8) = Contato Srinagar 

„мот FOR PUEI pa anteni | | 7) Semen Бесон Caritearos tom preveusesent employars stag 
Mu e eed Vence assumed and corepondng soba dues ed варира 
E EAT peer 
SALUS а ће Contcate ol Live Bith of MARIA SALUS CAÑETE 8) " Performance Appraisal Reports for the last two rating periods (for current 
ELE rp: governor ames or 
lare eripe o) Serer acy apaes oy appa a any таніо аео 

— i уве of consanguinity or affinity, currently employed with the Office of the 

ei Se 
onama гис + Where photocopies are filed, the documents must be certified as true copies by 

npe the proper authorities or the applicant may present the originals to the Human 

атра win a locos 


The consortium reserves the right to reject any or all offers, to waive any 
formality therein, accept such offers as may be considered most 
advantageous or call off the acceptance of any offer and call for a new 
mode of disposal under amended rules. The decision of the consortium is 
final and binding. 


(Sgd) THE EVALUATION & AWARDS COMMITTEE — REYNOLDS 
(TEAC - REYNOLDS) 


DISCLAIMER 


The public is hereby informed that the consortium has not yet 
accepted any offer nor issued a Notice of Award to any buyer. Any 
claim to the contrary is false and misleading. Only the collective 
approval of the members of the consortium embodied in a formal 
Notice of Award shall bind the consortium in accepting an offer. 
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ВА OF MAKATI CITY 
 AUCTONSALEONMAY 
13,2006, SAT. AT 10:30, 
1120, 1230, 1:0, AND 
830 iN THE MORNING. 
AND ON THE AFTER- 
NOON, RESPECTIVELY, 
DEC. 13- JAN. 13, 2008. 
‘SONS OF J. LANUZA 
‘AUCTIONEER. 


Republic of the Philippines 
Province of идао 
Municipality of Banaue 


Invitation for Bids (IFB) 


Date. May 2, 2008 
Contract ID No.: SP-O85-IN-O1 
World Bank Loan No: 4446 PH 
The Government of the Philippines has received a loan trom the 
Intemational Bank for Reconstruction and Development towards the cost 
ol Local Government Finance and Development and intends to apply 
far of the funds to cover eligible payments under the Contract for the 
onstruction of Public Market's open to all bidders trom eligible source 
‘countries as delined in the Guidelines: Procurement under IBRD Loans 
‘and IDA Credits. 
The Municipality of Banaue, Province of Ifugao invites sealed bids 
{rom eligible sources for he Construction of Public Market consists of 
‘one storey building with a total floor area of 2,304 sq.m. 
Bidding documents may be purchased starting May 3, 2006 from 8:00 
‘AM. to 5:00 РМ. at the BAC Chairman, Office of the Municipal 
Engineering, Banaue, Ifugao upon payment ol a nonretundable loc of 
Five Thousand Pesos (P5,000.00)or ts equivalent ina treely-convertbia 
Currency, for each set, Interested bidders may obtain uriner Information 
at the samo address. 
Bids shall be valid for a period of ninety (90) days alter bid opening and 
must bo accompanied by security of Seven Hundred Thousand pesos 
{Php 700,000.00) n a torm of cash, cortiled check, bank guaranteo or ts 
avaient in a convertible currency, and shall be delvored to tho SB 
Office, Municipal Extension Office, Tam-an, Banaue, идао on or 
Боке 10:00 A.M. on May 31, 2006 at which time they will bo opened In 
5 the presence of ће bidders who wish to attend. 


More Classified Ads on Па a 16, 2006 at tho 
pages B8, B9 & B10. 


but 


UNUSED SPARE PARTS 
Sale Closing: Thursday, 11th May 2006 at 16:00 CCT (Local Time) 
Located: Manila, Philippines 


WEM #1220 Soldering Tips, Cleaning Drils, Fiter Sets, Groundings, Nipples, 
J and Nozzle; OMRON Photoelectric Switches, Proximity Switches, Safety 


20% DISCOUNT! 
Automatic 
Transmission 
Engine Tune-up 
& EFI Power 
Steering services 
Rubbervolt 
9201794 
35 West Ave., OC 
71 Vis. Ave. QC. 


= Apartelle Units 2 
‘Bedrooms with living. 
& Dining and kitchen 
facilities + Hotel 
Rooms + Conference. 
Facilities + Cable Telo- 
vision + Coffee Shop = 
24-Hour Security = 
‘Guarded Parking Lot + 
Hot and Cold Water. 
Supply 

[We also cater Group 
Packages & Monthly 
Rentals (Negotiable) 


PROFESSIONAL а CREDIBLE" 
PAWN'BUY*SELL 


JEWELRY 
WATCHES 


889-7956/894-0282 


‘Switches, Digital Controllers, Temperature Controllers, Photo Sensors, 
and Rotary Encoders; SIEMENS Stabilized Power Supplies; MYOTOKU 
E-Cips, Bets, and Vacuum Pads; SUNX Sensors, Limit Switches; 
RS Fuse Connectors; BERG Tools, Washers, and Bearings; THK Bearings; 
NSK Bearings; RKC Temperature Controller and Sensors, HEPA Filters; 
ABB Sockets, Push Button Switches, and Connectors; SEEKA Sensors 


BUY'SELL'PAWN 


WATCHES 
JEWELRY 


HIGHEST APPRAISAL 
8040484/8342886. 


Viewing: Strictly by Appointment 


MARA PAWNSHOP BR 
О То register please visit our website: www,henrybutcher.com 


OF 2230 M. ROXAS ST. 
STA. ANA, MANILA, AUC- 
TON SALE ON MAY 13, 
2006, SATATZ20INTHE. 
AFTERNOON, RESPEC- 
TIVELY, DEC. THAN. 19, 
2006, SONS OF J. 
LAMUZA, AUCTIONEER, 


Wo. 10 Legarda Rond, 
Baguio Cy 
Tel No. (0741442579 
* Fax No. 4435800 
Matat ottico 
Tol No. 7502807» 
STET TED 


For further information please contact Jeric Cupin at 
Tel: 852 2910/11 loc. 109 Email: линен сопу 


Golndustry чаа лето. 
(© тиви, EXT IEEE 


TD Wo Јава» 


onse у СТВАРИ 


NATIONAL 


CLASSIFIED 


The Widet Kenl Зане 


(508) ANTONIO K. GAYUMA 
'BAC Chairman 


TOT ita: 
poemas pmo 
OON 


EVER seen an SUV do a "dog leg"! Next time we'll ask it to sit and beg. 


Republic of the Philippines 
PROVINCE OF ZAMBOANGA DEL NORTE 
PROVINCIAL GENERAL SERVICES OFFICE 
Provincial Capitol Building, Dipolog СУ 
те, (065) 212-3561 Telefax ғ (065) 212-6492 


PHILIPPI! 


wem 


[ext us your feedback: inquirer mtr name/age/ciny message 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 3, 2006 


IT'S notali heated and dried up in Oman, there are some serious river crossings. 


By Tessa R. Salazar 
(Second of three parts) 


E PASSED BY HIERO- 

glyphics (some authen- 

tic, some not) strewn on 
the walls of the rugged Wadi in 
Oman. The authentic cluster of the 
rock art could've been at least 
1,500 years old. One illustration 
showed an Arabian Leopard 
pouncing on a man. We certainly 
weren't at the top of the food chain 
then. 

But now we felt on top of the world on our 
Jeep Commanders, enjoying the view of an- 
cient geography оп our assigned respective 
vehicle, the first-ever three-row Jeep for sev- 


en passengers featuring a theater-style stadi- 
um seating, 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
Supply and Delivery of various Laboratory Equipment and Apparatus (Universa! Test Machine, 
"toad Plam Table Laboratary Oren Ansiyacal Balance and oer Адрас) 

‘he Powel Government апісан dl are ben e Generi ni 86 end to apply he 

{along amex ten] o Approvat tr e Conc А00: 
T. Pr vos 405 P Lennon 
HE 41] [2-0] 
5 ee toooine өтт Яр 2200000 
{Lee 1mons 5 Рр iao 
$ PRA WOIE LIDS Pip misom 
Buts raceme tn onces oline ABC stabe зисоавсаћу jected a Been 
Te Promoen Сокиттено легла Noro now mias seed Buts un ie Веза Labor 
eg pa The ono mB cae Soa а бан 
et Па 
Blige candied open comp tdm pcdes ron бај alitis 
a spennede xenon aes and пораки Pat AURA) ol Rope Аа No: STH RA S180 
‘heise noe ache Govern Pores aiam Ac ати зезна ganna east 
pete (2) eror usndng cope sek вазорат» e Parnes. a seofedin 
Пала ЕМА S163 Отура bom dds нора те cob cec be pen The cess 
-lafbe agtey creek is ceoed in Seen d me Beng Docs. IT Tte ber wh e est 
uana Cal shlanceimepostquaonsag aas la deem ly reser 
ia e алел nd аон regurements 8f We re Te cota hat Wen be wired o ве Lowest 
(Cotte sad Response Der (LCRD) wha vas determined as such dang the post расла. 
рое 
зато даће 
V јикомавбхитело 
Броза соцаско may 12.2006 woan 
$ Opomgol Bas E igtayRoparomens tay 30.2006 E 
а пега shali De bel al he Prom Севан Sac Oc, Capi Big, Doe Cty ules 
‘emer otevet. 
reed Brsmoy cin ter lamen tom be зетови sa vans Сопиев 
Tbe ng Docs a aes gente, Ваза) Docs shal b sad upon perta 
тди emn c On Thus [Php 11501 pesos To bang Doomerts sl e rece 
[sony he rosec Dan er hs urere regresa 
‘he oneal Govermert ol Zamonga dei orte reservas Ie ngh acc et any td gant 
‘tena poses areca sanyo o coasa ana wea Der асотир bacs 
Toto aede база а ors 


Tine 
PE 


(gd) ENNANUEL S LADERA 
pr 
PGSO, Capit ig. брака Cy 7100 
Tei os) 22008212861 


САТИРИ панаа 82120482. 


a Republic ofthe Philippines 
e jj ZAMBOANGA CITY SPECIAL ECONOMIC ZONE AUTHORITY 
zi ‘San Ramon, Zamboanga City 


Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 
CONSTRUCTION OF STANDARD MANUFACTURING BUILDINGS 2 & 3 
AT THE ZAMBOECOZONE FIRST INDUSTRIAL PARK 


The Zomacanga Ciy Spec Econome Zone Aunosty (ZCSEZA), rou SARO No. 0:05- 
{7288 cac December 22 2005 endo apply the сна sun beng e Approved Bust 
lar Coat (ABC) a payments uncer the cona e resa projects. ое. 

Constucionol ore (1) unt Standard Manulacturng Bung 2 — PB 462 $0077 
Consrucionel one (1) una атса Manulactumg Buling 3— PG 525027 
as received in aces o he ABC sta be avtomatcaly jected at Bt opening 
The ZCSEZA now als lor ће submsson of Lota ol ent LO) om poema Bidders to 
арру for egy ter te lresod projects. Siders shout possess a vait PCAB icense 
pyle tte above yp and costo e contract. have completed a sna: contact wh 2 
akaz alat least y percent GO) le ABC. ond meae rerum egadtyrquremet 
tet nthe Ely Docenens петер Suis must suba mor LOS and secure te 
Еау Documents upon poynen c a помела e of Two Hundred Pesos (220000) 
Tar each propt Nglcavons freight wl be сковали о a passa bass Oniy ose 
"ters psang he ety check we o rd in purchase te Bidang Documents upon 
Payme ot a neta ee f Two Thousand Five Hundred Pesos (P 250020) lor each 
пова 
The compas schede acies sea fons: 
“Conarueon of One (1) 
Unt Sansa 
Merci Cling 2 

[CERTES 

ув. 

ЛЗР АМА 7 floor 

TAMBOL COZONE Gan C. 

sy 205 umi ay 

leot gene 

[3:3 

TOO A AVR зе 

TAMGOCCOLONE Bing ZC. 

EDE 

1000 AM, AVR, 1° Pos 

TAMBOL TOLONE Baking 1. 


Gonstucton Ore (T) 

nt Saar 

alate Bung 3 

ay 1 2085 
ay zu 
IDA AVR, «Fo 
ZNBOE COZONE Dating. ZC 
hay тона везу 
[store bi ern. 
аул 200 
"odo AtA AVR з" По 
| AMBOECOZONE Baking LC 
ас. 206 
oo ME AVR. Fir 
nee COLONC Baton LC 
"бе wae openedin Пе presence ole idrsvpresentatvs wha chose to aed ate 
ess nd alas sted above. Lao Dd net cee. 
‘Mids must teaccanpaneg bya Bd Securty nan of te folo lom. 

Form Sec imum даан Sc 

Approves Budget tor Ine Contract to be Bid 
‘re Pret) 


Tenet ону Dau 
Tana Sms. 
‘Open hy Documents 


Taso a Bocas 


[T 


amin Rs 
[p 


Ces Coad Che Coss 

Managers Check 

GS биву Bord тасагтай ресет VER 
‘ng wil be conducted taugi орот сопрано being procedures s spected nthe 
impierno fies end guión Par A ORR Al Repub Ar STO (RA 90 aene. 
Known 25 о “Government битен dorm Aci- eds etic, ules ostare sod 
to orgonaónswih a ost saver расо (75%) test or сда capal sock 
болда cens of e Phipps inaceardnca vate IRR-A oi R.A 3384. ony soot 
‘hole lors wile opened iaccidoncevntre IRR-A ol R.A B104 аса wil ony be 
"rire oe Lone Caeated and Responsive Баз who was фест s soch аи) 
резинка 
Сотера! ne Works lor each project Is require by VS calendar ays. 
Tha ZOSEZA eserves e rito ctp or repect any B, oun he bing process, and to 
Ad ut any ume pra cet vr ato ery run yb а 
збор Bader Bids. 


[x] 


tseiceonen purto 
hanna hewn 
Zoning Cay pect зева fo Au 
sein iy Sn one fotos Cy 
"oz Gh) 08 0208 


CECENE ie 


‘The vehicle worked its way in a variety of 
surfaces (gravel, tarmac and loose gravel) in 
the Wadi. Many of us novice offroading ex- 
perts were asked to make the Commander 
craw" on two large rocks. 


2advanced 4WD systems 

Thankfully, two of the most advanced 4WD- 
systems worked in these moments of uncer- 
tainty for those who haven't done an off-road- 
ing stunt like the “dog leg" (with guidance 


New 


TOYOTAS THIRD GENERATION RAV4 FIRST 
broke cover in the Philippine automotive mar- 
ket in January of this year. Following the foot- 
steps of an admittedly successful previous 
model, one has to ask the question if the 
newest iteration of this soft-road, mid-sized 
SUV is up to the same task. Is it a worthy suc- 
cessor to a vehicle that has found a home in 
many a Filipino household? 

The 2006 RAV4 enters a market segment 
that has every other major Japanese manu- 
facturer in participation, with the Hyundai 
"Tucson, the Ford Escape and the BMW X3 fur- 
ther international confirmation of both the 
importance and market acceptance of the ve- 
hicle formula. Everyone seems to want a piece 
of the action, as it seems as if the Filipino mo- 
torist has found a supple spot for these soft, 
civilized and shiny pseudo-trucks. 

Warm, welcoming and friendly may de- 
scribe the products in this segment, but make 
по mistake that the competition among the 


p 
ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION 
‘Santee Avene, Pasg Cay 


INTHE MATTER OF THE APPL- 
‘CATION TO CHARGE ROYALTY 
FEEFORDIRECT CONNECTION 
ERCCASENO. 206251100 

CENTRAL NEGROS ELECTRIC 
COOPERATIVE, NC. CENECOL 

Рапота 
NATIONAL. TRANSMISSION 
CORPORATION (TRANSCO), 
DISTILLERIA DE BAGO, INC. 
0080, AND DYNASTY MANAGE- 
MENT DEVELOPMENT CORPO- 
RATION GAISANO, 

Respondents. 


NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

aces ere en ol he ting by Села Мороз акс 
Cooperare ne (CENE СО) on egys! 30.2005 el an appicanon 
Ter бе charag а royalty les or dre connecten agens 
Destra de Bago incar por aie (080 and Dynasty Management 
(Developer Corporaton (GASANO) zn far be sace la 
(Cease and Dest Order io hi Nonna ansia Cape. 
GRANSCO) 

CENECO contends tat à s 3 sel-sulliciont lecti 
cooperate песто нае clceicey 10 al s consumers 
"eco arge power masses wun оо area ard al 
The act of TRANSCO ol oecty suphpna pons 0 DB and 
САБАК в a cr посао d ick d respec to CENLCOS 
оне assets tao atom TRANSCO conos ese 
rec conectan o ge cea asomers wan f acc 
‘te nud nately ect ts inanes maide CENE CO Qus 
al sec 4 was copes а пе Incl qans thal odd Pave 
‘een domed iom DL and CASANO, ts ented oye lees 
Takso sees recov damages кумите rtc amen 

The Commission has set te appcaon lor bean on ag 
3.206 (luesón nec cock m e sas o ne саа 
"Bestemcon БОДА M -40PM] aime Cenuai Negros Cc 
Соорото СЕМЕ СОЈ Ole. Gong Matin 55. Войн Су. 
Negros Ocodestl 

Mitercsd paries who may sho comment on or oppose 
вез appicaon hoi е Dex сатте and орви 
‘ona belare me vate! neang Suc pones o may ona here 
e deas De spphcoton ad wo srat have отисака о Be 
(Consent dee ant пото pamapa acy nte 
acsedngs пау саз flr бис ol eam Ve uy 
lancia copes Ре appicaton by e дра, vcn. 
sey recta io bama ne potes rong cee min copes 
{lin Eppa ars Soest Laon 2 SPA Ty 
rame e арса and ойе pester records Med wa Be 
Comms rg ie sil ico ояз 

WITNESS. he leearabie RODOLFO B. ALBANO, JR- 
Calman, and to Hoooraole Commissioners JESUS N. 
[ALCORDO and ALEJANDRO 2 BARIN. ts Th ayo Ma, 
26 a Pasg Cay 

(Sod) MARIA TERESA A BAMIREZ CASTABEDA 
scum Descr 
(PDI-AeH 22 & Mn 3.808) 


from the experts, of course). 

The Quadra Trac II, standard on the 4.7- 
liter basic Commander, is an active full-time 
system with two speeds and neutral, electron- 
ically controlled clutch pack coupling in the. 
center of differential and open front and rear 
differentials. The Jeep engincers would say 
its torque default split variable to the front 
and rearis at 48/52. 

The Quadra Drive П is also an active full- 
time system with two speeds and neutral, 
electronically controlled clutch pack coupling 
in the center of the differential. This time, 
however, it comes with the industry-exclusive 
front and rear electronic limited slip differen- 
tials. Its torque split? Its engineers say, if three 
wheels were slipping, 100 percent of avail- 
able torque would be transferred to the tire 
with the most traction within a split second. 

Both vehicles’ operating ranges are 4WD 
n demand and 4WD low. 

‘These ranges on the "trail-ready" Comman- 
der proved useful in negotiating the turbulent 
geological past and present of Oman, and 
gave usa challenging tool to geran eyeful ofa 

intastic landscape—a geologic “red carpet” 
alternately smoothed and ruffled during all 
those millions of years. In just half an hour, 
we had seen varying rock formations and 
driven on different terrain. 

The Jeep Commander has the same 4x4 
systems, suspension and powertrains as the 
Jeep Grand Cherokee, including an indepen- 
‘dent front suspension and rack-and-pinion 
steering. 


My pRiFT 


Andre Palma 


players is stiff and rather aggressive. Being 
the newest in the market, it is but logical that 
the RAV4 appears to have quite a few aces 
hidden in, around and about the coachwork. 


Engine selection 

Toyota fires its first warning shot across ће 
bows of the competition with the inclusion of 
its 2.4-liter VVTI, four cylinder power-plants. 
For the weight and heft of the new RAV4, this 
chosen engine allows the vehicle some ability 
at acceleration without overly alarming con- 
sumption. 

The beauty of this engine selection is in the 
‘what-if, as an educated deduction will point 
to that fact that the current RAV powertrain 
is probably culled from its Camry stable mate. 
If this is actually the case, then logic will state 
that whatever finds itself powering Toyota's 
flagship four-door sedan can be implanted in 
the new RAV—welll just leave the conclusion 
to the public's imagination. Let's just say that 
this writer is a firm believer that six cylinders 
are better than four, unless there is some sort 
of forced induction in the equation. 


PUERTO PRINCESA CITY WATER DISTRICT 
763 Ruzal Avenue, Posto Prncesa Cay 
Tel Nos. 433-2408, 433-5032, 433-6802 
Fax No. 4) 433803 


Suspension and damping 

The front suspension has the short/long arm 
independent configuration with gas-charged 
twin-tube coil over shock absorbers and stabi- 
lizer bar, and 22.5 em (8.86-inch) wheel travel. 

The rear has live solid axle and five-link 
suspension, twin upper and lower trail 
tubular linking arms plus lateral track bar, col 
springs, twin monotube shock absorbers, coil 
springs and stabilizer bars for a 22.4-cm 
(8.82-inch) wheel travel. 

its tight-turning diameter of 11.8 meters 
(38.7 feet) provides for nimble handling. 

"The Jeep Commander is only 37mm (1.5 
inches longer than the newest Jeep Grand 
Cherokee) even though the former accommo- 
dates three rows of seats. No wonder, the two 
share the same Jeep 4x4 systems, powertrains 
and wheelbase (2780 mm or 109.4 inches). 
The Jeep Commander's approach angle is 34 
degrees; the departure angle is 37 degrees. 


Plunge 

‘The enemies of electronics and sensors are 
basically water and heat. And there was 
plenty of that where we were. One overeager 
journalist forgot to consider some basic wad- 
ing techniques during a river crossing. He 
plunged into the foot-deep river too hard, 
which caused water to flood the air cleaner 
at the front part of the Commander. Strong 
engine or not, no 4x4 with electronic system 
has been designed to breathe in water, and 


TSEATER B-11 


RAVÁ: same old story? 


Overall esthetic design 

"Highlights during a walk around of the ve- 
hicle must include the new front fascia, the 
rear end and the general size of the package. 

Overall esthetic design is something of a 
plus factor for this vehicle. A front quarter 
mug shot of the third generation vehicle will 
always remind you of the second version; the 
designs are quite similar without being exact- 
ly identical. Those seeking to make the defi- 
nite distinction between the two models 
should look to the very end of the vehicle. In 
the place of the Mk.2's now ubiquitous rear 
lights are an interesting flared shoulder with 
a visually integrated lamp cluster. 


Larger overall package 
The new RAV4 also delivers a larger overall 
package to owners. While not anywhere near 
as large as a full-sized SUV, like Toyota's own 
Prado, it already seems obvious that the com- 
pact roots of the model have been shelved for 
the sake of utility. Unmistakably larger from 
the outside than the previous model, the 
marked difference can be found in both the 
assenger and cargo areas of the interior. The 
it and finish of said interior is typical Toyota 
but they've thankfully stayed away from their 
usual faux wood trim at this price level 
Though plastics are still in abundance, the 
quality and theme of the chosen material 
works well to hint at more luxurious interi- 
ors. 
‘An impression of the drive and dynamics is 
dominated by the decent ability of the engine 
and of the rather taut 
suspension. Gentle 
and steady applica- 
tion of the throttle is 
all that is needed to 
get the RAV4 steadily 
and confidently to 


“INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Pusto Pincesa Cay Waler etic хохд s Bids and Awards Comme (BAC), nates 

sugplersisondacseeuas to apply fo city aad 1o id for the hereunder poc 

Namo clthe Project Supply & Dairy of Lot 1-122 pes. uPVC pipes, Lot 11-One (1) 
Sel Gas Chorator 0-200PPD & One (1 Unt Gas Chora: 

Booster Pump (Cenrigl Pump) and Lot it~ Two 2 cs. 

Batery Vave 

Puerto Princesa Cty Water Dict Stockyard 

Lott = P768,600.00, Lot 1 - P33177000 & Lot I - P348,040.00 


Location 
‘Approved Budget 
forthe Contact 
Desery Period Равел (15) Calendar Days irom tte receipt of the Notice to 
Proceed 

Prospective bidders shoud have experience i undrtakng a sumiar project hn tho last 2 
gea wih an amount oft least fy percent (50%) of he poposed poet for bing. The 
Etgbity CrecuSoreenng as wol a the Premnary Examination of Bids shall uso non 
dstsctenar] “passing” спела. Pos qualification ofthe lowest caleulated bids shall be 
conducted, 
Al particulars relativo о Egy Statement and Screening, Bid Securty, Perounanco 
Sceuny, Pre Bidding Conierencefs), Evaluaton of Bts, Post-Qulfcaton and Avard of 
Conard sal be governed by prunes powsons ol R.A, 918 and ns Implementing Rules 
and Regulation (RR) 

Adios 
Esusnce cl Bd Documents 
Pre Bid Сонот 


Sched 
GEI, 2008 - Moy 8. 2006. 

May 3, 2006, УЗОР. PPCWD Board Room 
Derdine fx Sutenission oT BGS | May 23. 2006, 1:30 P M PPCWD Board Room 


Openg o s. May 23. 2006, 130 PM. PPCWD Board Room 

{id documents wil be avais rl о prospocuve баз upon payment of pan едила о 

amount 9 te loto Loi - 1.0000, Lot N- P 50000 & Lot M -P 50000. 

"Tho Puerto Princesa Ce Water Distt assumes n responsi whalsoeet 10 compensate 

адсту beers lo any expenses cared m he prepaaton ol tha bd 

Approved by: 

(598) ENGR. VICENTE 0. ABREA 

PPCUD BAC Charman 


triple digit speed. 
The decent amount 
of suspension feed- 
back works well to 
remind drivers of the. 
road condition while 
en route to 100 kph 
but passengers will 
probably be in a 
plusher frame of 
mind—some might 
actually consider the 
RAVA' ride as stiff. 

The third genera- 
tion RAV4 can there- 
fore be described as a 
produet that has 
grown up, both in size 
and specification. It 
has gotten bigger and 
beefier in the search 
for a better compact 
SUV No longer is this 
an entry-level solu- 
tion. The price proba- 
bly is the clearest re- 
minder that Toyota 
pointing toward a 
premium experience 
for a more discerning 
owner. 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 3, 2006 


SOME PEOPLE HAVE A THEORY THAT 
in general, the cars assembled and sold 
here are older or downgraded models 
that are no longer saleable in the United 
States, Europe and Japan. Those who 
read car magazines published in other 
Asean countries notice that some new 
models launched in Manila have less 
safety features or less powerful engines 
than the same models sold abroad. And 
that at least two cars still being sold here. 
are old models that were replaced years 
ago with new iterations in other Asean 
countries. 

In a New York Times article last 
March, Keith Bradsher wrote that when 
Ford Motor Co. opened its first produc- 
tion line in China three years ago, it 
used a layout copied from the Ford fac- 
tory in the Philippines to produce 
20,000 sedans a year based on a small 
car design taken from Ford operations 
in India. But last winter, Ford opened a 
second production line next door al- 
most identical to one of Ford’s most ad- 
vanced factories in Germany. The new 
line produces the European version of 
the Focus and by June, total capacity 
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The older car models theory 


will reach 200,000 cars a year. 


No basis 

Since Ford Philippines also began to 
produce the European Focus in its Santa 
Rosa plant last year, the older-models- 
theory seems to have no basis—at least 
as far as Ford is concerned. The Focus re- 
places the Ford Lynx, which for years had 
been lagging behind competitors in com- 
pact car sales. 

Bradsher also noted that Honda Motor 
was about to introduce the latest Civic in 
China only a few months after it went on 
sale in Europe, Japan and the United 
States. The 2006 Civic is already being 
assembled here (aside from the CR-V 
and the City) and was launched in Mani- 
la last April 3, which goes to shows that. 
the operations of Honda Car Philippines 
Inc. (НСРО are up to date. 


Some truth 

Just the same, there is some truth in 
Bradsher’s observation that multination- 
als like GM, Volkswagen, Daimler- 
Chrysler, Ford, Honda, Toyota and Nis- 
san have traditionally tried to sell older 


models in developing countries, ship- 
ping aging equipment from factories іп 
their home markets that were being re- 
tooled for newer designs. 

The exception is China, the world's 
fastest-growing car market, where fierce 
‘competition and pressure from the Chi- 
nese government have compelled the 
multinationals to share their latest de- 
signs, technology and manufacturing ex- 
pertise with their Chinese partners. Chi- 
ma is the only country besides Japan 
where Toyota assembles its Prius gaso- 
line-electric hybrid, perhaps its most im- 
portant car in a decade. Last September, 
VW announced that it would jointly de- 
velop a hybrid minivan with Shanghai 
Automotive Industry Corp. (SAIC), 
which means that SAIC will get to learn 


hybrid technology. Honda exports the Fit 
from China to Europe while Daimler- 
Chrysler plans to build small cars in Chi- 
na under the Dodge brand for sale in the 
United States. 


Required 

То enter China, multinationals are re- 
quired by the government to form joint 
ventures with a few state-run companies 
like SAIC in which the foreign carmakers 
cannot have more than a 50 percent 
stake. Learning the business after years 
of working in joint ventures with General 
Motors and VW (producing a total of 
600,000 cars last year) and after pirating 
Western experts, SAIC will now use the 
technology transfer to sell its own brand 
of cars in China and export them to Eu- 
rope in 2007. At the same time, SAIC will 
continue with its profitable joint ven- 
tures with foreign partners. 

SAIC has set up a wholly owned sub- 
sidiary SAIC Motor, with no foreign part- 
ner and with а $1.25-billion investment 
to build research and development cen- 
ters, a car assembly plant and an engine 


m 


designs of two Rover cars from the 

British MG Rover Group before the latter 
went bankrupt in April 2005 but SAIC? 
will also design a wider range of models 

including some with hybrid engines. 

"Two smaller Chinese carmakers— Chery 
Automobile Co. and Geely Holding: 
Group—have also announced export: 
plans, confirming the ambition of ет 
Chinese auto industry to push into the 

global market as well as the domestic: 
market with its own homegrown vehi- 

des. 

Of course, it would be silly to compare 
the Philippine car market, where only 
about 85,000 new cars are sold each 
year, to China's yearly sales in the mil- 
lions. Nonetheless, increasing access to 
the Internet should expand the knowl- 
edge of interested Filipinos about the lat- 
est in cars and make them expect more 
from the auto industry here. 

TODAY'S BUMPER STICKER: What's 
a free gift? Aren't all gifts free? 


E-mail comments to asevilla@inquir: 


factory. SAIC acquired the rights to the 


A look at the new LTO 


1 HAVE ТО GIVE IT TO THE LAND TRANS- 
portation Office (LTO). In observing its 94th 
founding anniversary on April 26, it adopted 
as theme “Linking Technology and Order,” 
aiming to become a model for good gover- 
nance for other government offices. 

‘You might not have noticed it yet but for 
nearly three years now, the LTO has been fo- 
cusing its efforts on the kind of government 
agency that Filipinos can be proud of. 

My LTO mole says LTO's customer care 
thrust has been tremendously strengthened 
by "linking technology and order,” a strategy 
reaping unprecedented dividends, thanks 
mainly to LTO's IT partner, Stradcom Corp. 
Through a year-round human development 
training, LTO employees have been motivated 
to provide quality public service never seen 
before. 

For the record, the LTO has surpassed its 
performance targets in 2005, thanks to the 
LTO-IT system. 

The past year alone saw LTO handle а total 
of 23,341,793 transactions versus its target of 
22,264,990. That amounted to P9.62 billion 
in revenues collected versus the target of 
P9.28 billion. 

‘The government Circular 56-2005 optimiz- 
ing the LTO-IT system enjoins all LTO district 
and regional offices to maximize the use of 
the IT facility and refrain from manual opera- 
tion while processing transactions. Stradcom 
has been upgrading its main computer servers 
to the tune of P16.5 million to include plans 
to upgrade the servers of all LTO regional and 
district offices. 

Undoubtedly, the renewed public trust in 
the agency's capability to provide quality ser- 
vice by “linking technology and order” has 
greatly contributed to LTO's vastly improved 
performance—if not lift its perennially per- 
ceived sagging image. 

Today (May 3), 1 hope to finally en- 
counter the LTO e-Patrol, a fully customized 


FuLL 
TANK a 
AlMendoza NSE 


and air-conditioned bus equipped with — is. i 
computers and communications link, when A 

I renew my driver's license. The LTO e-Pa- K t b t d d 
е тето -Seater beast devoid ... neeo 
veiled to highlight the anniversary bash of 

the LTO last week. = i : 

"Aside from my driverslicense, thebusisal. *RsJecpetalet annel of 
so capable of processing a student permit, re- а watercourse that is dry except 
mewing a motor vehicle registration, encod- during rainfall) came on-road 
ing of an alarm and apprehension on “online” driving, which gave this writer 
mode and the settling of an alarm and appre- the chance to try both the 4.7 and 
hension concern. 5.7 Hemi V8. Despite its larger 

Definitely the LTO e-Patrol, а joint project engine size, the УВ was still on 
of DOTC/LTO and its IT partner, Stradcom, four cylinders on highways. Engi- 
can bring public service closer to the people. neers claim it consumes less fuel 

‘What's зо good about the LTO e-Patrol is it than the average V8-up to 20 per- 
can cater to people in far-flung areas that the cent less fuel consumption com- 
regular LTO offices cannot fully serve due to Pared to standard S-7-liter en: 
geographical considerations. peer ааа es 

In the past, some quarters have criticized "The Comman а 

2 Е proved as at 
the working style of LTO chief Assistant Secre- ease on paved road as it was in 
tary Anneli R. Lontoc. In fact, I myself had the desert. 
been fed with letters of complaints that, upon = "The Commanders we used in 

Oman bears US-specified suspen- 
sion, and which are also now avail- 


COMMANDER'S mad splash. 


able in the Philippines via distribu- 
tor CATS Motors Inc. on Edsa, 
Greenhills. The vehicles that will 
be commercially available in 
Oman will carry European-speci- 
fied suspension, which is a lot 
stiffer than those from the United 
States. 

Makers of the Jeep Comman- 
der trumpet that it is a luxury 
SUV with more serious off-road- 
ing capabilities than its perceived 
SUV competitors in the Philip- 
pines. Majority of the SUVs being 
offered in the country are the on- 
road versions. 

While some might fret that it 
isn't much of a looker, its makers 
counter that it does what it's sup- 
posed to do: make its owner mas- 
ter of his or her kingdom. 
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ONE WARRANTY 


Honored in All Rapıdé Branches. 


deeper analysis, were nothing but poison let- 
ters. 

Tknow DOTC Secretary Larry Mendoza (no 
relation) to be upright and I'm sure he knows 
a good leader when he sees one. Nearly three 
years into her post, Lontoc seems to be doing 
fine and Primo Larry is only too happy to 
know about it. 

Belated happy birthday LTO! 

QUOTE ME. Gas has become that expen- 
sive that we should all program our trips 
from hereon. 


Republic of the Philippines 
Department of Labor and Employment 
NATIONAL LABOR RELATIONS COMMISSION 
Quezon City 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The National Labor Relations Commission (NLRC) invites all interested bidders to 
apply for eligibility and to submit bid proposal for SECURITY and JANITORIAL SERVICES. 
The approved budget in the amounts of P1,923,874.50 for Security Services and 
879,972.00 for Janitorial Services are sourced from the 2006 GAA. The winning bidders 
shall serve for the period July 1, 2006 to December 31, 2006. 

Interested parties must register by submitting registration requirements to the Bids 
and Awards Committee Secretariat, 6th Floor, Room No. 602, PPSTA Building No. 4, 
Banawe St., Quezon City, starting April 27, 2006 until May 10, 2006. Only bidders duly 
registered with the NLRC shall be allowed to participate in the competitive bidding 
activities, to wit 


ACTIVITY 
Pre-Bid Conference 


DATE 

May 15,2006 
May 16, 2006 
May 29, 2006. 
May 30, 2006 


TIME 
130pm 
1:30 p.m. 
1:30 pm. 
1:30 p.m. 


VENUE 

6th Floor, NLRC 
Conference Room 
6th Floor, NLRC 
Conference Room 


‘Security 
Janitorial 
Security 

Janitorial 


‘Submission and 
opening of Eligibility 
Requirements 
Submission and 
opening of Bids 


Security 
Janitorial 


June 9, 2006 | 9:00 a.m. 
June 9, 2006 | 1:30 p.m. 


Bidding will be conducted through open competitive bidding procedures using non- 
discretionary pass/fail criteria IRR-A under R.A. 9184. Only Bids from Bidders who pass 
the eligibility check will be opened. The bidder with the Lowest Calculated Bid (LCB) shall 
advance to the post-qualification stage in order to finally determine responsiveness of 
the bid to technical and financial requirements of the project. The contract shall then be 
awarded to the Lowest Calculated and Responsive Bidder (LCRB) who was determined 
аз such during the post-qualification procedure. 
Eligibility requirements shall be distributed during the Pre-Bid Conference. 


Registered bidders shall submit their eligibility requirements in a sealed envelope to 
the NLRC Bids and Awards Committee (BAC), marked with the title "SECURITY 
SERVICES" OR "JANITORIAL SERVICES". The name of the bidder shell likewise be 
stated in capital letters, 

NLRC reserves the right to reject any or all bids, declare a failure of bidding, refuse to 
award the contract, or accept the offer most advantageous to the government. It also 
assumes no obligation whatsoever to compensatelindemnify bidders for expenses 
Incurred in the preparation of bids. Prospective bidders are required to conform and 
observe the provisions of Republic Act 9184 and its implementing rules. 

For inquiry, contact Atty. Aristeo B. Lastica, Jr., BAC Secretariat Head, Tel. 740-7733) | | 
740-7734. 1 

1 


(552) ATTY. CARMENE. TALUSAN 
Chairperson, Bids and Awards Committee 


6th Floor, NLRC 
Conference Room 


BE SURE TO GET ONLY THE BEST GUARANTEE 
FOR YOUR AUTO SERVICE NEEDS 


For more details, visit any Rapide Branch 
or call our Hotline No: 895-9486 • 890-3913 
Cel: 0917-8589522 + Email: contactus@rapide.com.ph 
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AUTO SERVICE EXPERTS. 


OPEN FOR FRANCHISING 
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on Aircon Cleaning А 


‘With complete cooling (кот Р490) | on replacement of ALL drive belts 
Rapidé l 


system inspection | (alternator, poworstooring and aircon) Џ 
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Good Things! 


Like continuous uptime and 24 x 7 availability for your network and data. 
Exactly why 100% of Fortune 500 companies depend on Emerson Network Power. 
From the global leaders in enabling Business-Critical Continuity. 


COOLING MONITORING 


| 


UPS SOOVA-1000kVA Tower, Rack Comprehensive Rack Systems Precision Environmental Control 24x7 Monitoring & 
‘Mount, Modular, Scalable Optimal Management 


True Online Power Management Rackto Data Center Solutions Rackto Facility Scale 
Line Interactive Thermal Options ‘Scalable and Adaptive Scalable and Adaptive 
fine Standby Integrated Monitoring Continuous 24x7 Duty SNMP and Web interface 


& Liebert. 


Power and Environmental Control Systems 


www.emersonnetworkpower.com 


Emerson Network Power 
Product Helpdesk 


E-mail: 
UPSTECHG@liebert.com 


Metro Manila 
(632) 636-8561 


Domestic: 
1-800-10-EMERSON 


& 
EMERSON. 
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Summer jobs ^" 


The best thing about 
summer vacation? 
The beach, the free 
time, the lazy days, the 
freedom. The worst 
part? No allowance. 
[Ane because we at 


2bU! believe getting a 
little extra summer 
cash doesn’t mean 
raiding mom and dad's 
pockets, we went out 
and searched for 
summer jobs you can 


apply for and we tried 
them out ourselves. We 
also gave a few 
internships a shot, 
because experience can а salesgirl, an on-site 
make уси even richer. premise assistant and 
Inthis issue, read about a magazine intern. 


what it's like to become Because spending your 


own hard-earned cash 
is one of the best 
feelings in the world. 


She. 


People say you should never judge 
others until you've walked a mile 
intheir shoes. Well, in this case, 

| stood for 10 hours in theirs 


By Gmeleen Faye B. Tomboc 
2501 Correspondent 


Fortunately, it fit me perfectly." 

Т asked Ely where the Britney 
Spears posters are. She said Carrie 
Underwood was now the Skechers 
endorser. Carrie who? It took me a 
second to remember that she was 
an “American Idol” winner, at 
which point realized I should start 
watching more TV. 

Abby another store crew, 
showed me around the stockroom 
and taught me how to find a partic- 
ular size and style. 

A group of Cebuano-speaking 
girls entered the store. One of them 
‘wandered over to the Skechers 
shoes. I pointed to a pair of white 
and pink sneakers and said in my 
most helpful voice, “This ones 
nice. It will go with your pink out- 
fits.” She smiled politely and 
moved on to try a pair of white 
thong sandals. 

Abby laughed when I later nar- 
rated what I had said to the cus- 
tomer. Lesson No. 1: It’s hard to sell 
а product if you don't know any- 
thing about it. So I made a more in- 

suci 


"WHEN I FIRST HEARD THAT 1 
was going to be a salesperson at a 
Fusion store, my first thought was 
“This would be easy" After all, 1 
just had to smile as a customer 
tried on a pair of shoes, right? 

T arrived at the Fusion store in 
Glorietta determined to sell every- 
thing in the store, While waiting 
for instructions, 1 looked around 
and noticed that Fusion didn't only 
carry Skechers shoes. There were 
also Skechers bags and watches, 
Merrell shoes and No Fear apparel. 

Ely, the store supervisor, soon 
asked me to pick out a pair of 
‘Skechers shoes. I hopped over 
happily to the display area and 
selected a pair of white sneakers 
‘with shiny purple lines. Edwin, 
one of the store crew, disap- 
peared into the stock room and 
said they didn’t have it in my 
size. 1 looked again and chose 
baby blue flats with orange de- 
tails to match my orange shirt. 


Fast decision. 10-year fixed. 
Rock-bottom rates. 
We bring your new home closer. 
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THE AUTHOR plays shoe. 
3 saleslady for a day with the staff 
of Fusion Store In Glorietta, 
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She sells 


depth tour of the store, trying to re- 
member the special features of each 
product. 

“Merrell shoes are really built to 
last," Abby said, One particular pair she 
pointed out could be used underwater. 
‘Then, we went over to the No Fear mer- 
chandise. Abby held up a piece of blue 
garter and pointed out that this was 
‘what the garter of other briefs looked 
like—sort of like bacon strips. In con- 
trast, the garters of No Fear briefs al- 
ways maintained their shape. 

1 prayed to God I wouldn't have to 
sell briefs, and vowed to stay in the 
shoes area. 

My stomach started to grumble at 
11:30 a.m. A manong passed by and. 
sold us us rice, miswa and afritada for 
just P30! I snapped up one set and 
Promptly headed to the stockroom, 
where I ate lunch with Abby and Ed- 
win. Inever thought I'd be able to eat at 
Glorietta for under P50. 

Later, a couple entered the store and 
headed to the briefs section. Since all 
the other crew members were occupied 
with other customers, I slowly inched 
my way to that section. The husband 
asked me the difference between brief 
А and brief В. I was just about to ask 
help from fellow crew member Jerson 
when the husband said something 
about different textures. His wife told 
him to get two regular pairs. I suggest- 
ed a tanga cut ora string type. They got 


shoes 


а good laugh at the thought, but 
bought two pairs. 


Mom's endorsement 

Almost immediately, a mother and 
her teenage son came in and looked at 
the Skechers shoes for men, The son 
asked for a size 8 of a blue pair I scur- 
ried to the stockroom, praying that 1 
could find the right pair among the 
thousands of shoe boxes. Fortunately 
Edwin was there doing inventory, and 
immediately handed me the correct 
size. 

"The pair fit the son perfectly, The guy 
was apprehensive about the blue color, 
though. The mom was reassuring, and 
1 tried to be helpful by adding, "Blue. 
goes very well with any pair of denim. 
jeans." 

‘The son asked for a different color. 
He finally picked out the black version, 
after getting his mom's approval. Les- 
son No. 2: When you see a mom and 
her son shopping, get the monis en- 
dorsement first. The son's approval 
would follow. 

By mid-afternoon, 14 learned how 
totellifa person would buy something. 
Those who came in with a determined 
look on their faces were the ones who 
made purchases, as against those who 
merely browsed listlessly from one rack 
to the next. Lesson No. 3: If someone 
Jooks like he is going to buy, offer trivia 
about the item he's interested in. Oth- 
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erwise, just stay in the background and 
wait for the customer to ask бог assis- 
tance, since some customers detest 
chatty salespeople. 

Then, the Cebuano-speaking girls 
came back. One of them asked for the 
white thong sandals she had tried on 
earlier. Lesson No. 4: Once you get the 
customer to fit the shoe and she likes it, 
your battle is half won. As long as she 
has extra money, she will buy it. 

t was nearly closing time by 7:45 
рап, but there were still people com- 
ing in, A harried-looking 20something 
asked to try on a size 8 brown pai, but 
there was only a size 7.5. 1 asked the 
guy to try them on, anyway, and it fit, 
He asked for the size 7.5 of another 
pair. While Iwas on my knees adjusting 
the laces of the shoes, I told him Skech- 
ers shoes always came with extra 
shoelaces of a different color so cus- 
tomers could get two different looks 
with just one pair. He nodded, then 
gazed at his feet in the mirror. After a 
few seconds, he decided to buy the sec- 
‘ond pair. 

By day's end, I was really exhausted 
from all that standing and scurrying, 
Surprisingly, the Fusion crew were still 
in high spirits, considering all the work 
they put in for the day. Lesson No. 5: 
People say you should never judge oth- 
ers until you've walked a mile in their 
shoes. Well, in this case, I stood for 10 
hours in theirs. So from this day on, 1 


THE AUTHOR helps a male customer try on a pair. 


vowed to be more courteous to sales 
people. After all, it takes charm, wit 
and skills in human psychology to sell a 
pair of shoes worth thousands of 


bucks. 
Ibid 


Jayson, Norma and Ely goodbye, 
Stepped out into the darkened mall cor- 
ridors and looked back at the Fusion 
store in a whole new light. 


2bU! pays tribute 
to mothers 


TELL THE WHOLE WORLD HOW 
much you love your mom by be- 
coming part of 20" special 
Mother’s Day Scrapbook. 

Express your gratitude for the woman who 
"brought you into the world in the most cre- 
ative way possible—send a page from your 
own scrapbook or diary, an essay, а letter to 
her, a collage, pictures, a sketch, a poem, a 
song. The only limitis your imagination. 

E-mail your contribution to Ls 2bu@ 
inquirer.com.ph with "Mothers Day” as the 
subject. The best entries will be included in 
our special Mothers Day scrapbook which 


LESSON NO. 3: 


M someone looks 


fellow crew members Jerson, 


like she is going 
to buy, offer 
trivia about 
the item she's. 
interested in. 


Fra Lippo Lippi singer back in Manila 


MAKING A RETURN TRIP TO THE 
Philippines after a successful concert 
series about six years ago, Per Oys- 
tein Sorensen, the frontman for new 
wave duo Fra Lippo Lippi, will once 
again enchant Filipino fans as he per- 
forms at the Araneta Coliseum, on 
May 13. 

Sorensen, who has been going so- 
lo since compatriot Rune Kristoffer- 
son took a break to concentrate on 
his label Rune Grammofon, will 
treat Filipino music lovers to the 
brand of pop-jazz that made Fra Lip- 
po Lippi one of the most memorable 


figures of '80s music in the Philip- 
pines. 

Presented by Cana Entertainment 
in association with The Ultimate En- 
tertainment and Sutton Records, 
Sorensen will be performing hits that 
have become the soundtracks of peo- 
ple's lives such as the soaring ballad 
“Angel,” the melancholic “The Dis- 
tance Between Us," the easy-listening 
anthem “Come Summer” and the 
now-classic ballad "Beauty and Mad- 
ness.” 

Sorensen's soulful voice, which for 
years has been the most recognizable 


quality of the band's music, was the 
catalyst in transforming Fra Lippo 
Lippi from a post-punk band to a re- 
flective pop duo. 

Heavily influenced by Stevie Won- 
der and Marvin Gaye, Sorensen's 
melodic and passionate vocal work is 
‘one of pop music's treasures. 

Sorensen has fond memories of his 
trips to the Philippines. Ч was 
shocked. They seemed to know all our 
songs by heart. I've been to Tokyo, 
UK, France, Germany and several oth- 
er places, but we've never had that 
kind of attraction.” 


will be published on May 10. 


ara 


‘Opening the show would be local 
new wave rock act The Pin-Up Girls. 
The band, which is signed under 
Sutton Records, is set to wrap up 
production\of its sophomore album. 
“All Seats Ake Taken,” which will be 
released in Europe, Japan and the 
US. The all-Filipino group is also set 
to embark on a European tour 
through Sutton Records’ partner- 
ship with international label 
Стомтп Records. 

Ticket prices are at P2,808, P2,247, 
P1,685, P899 and P450. Call Ticket- 
net at 9115555. 
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Text and photos by Zee Castro 


AGAZINES ARE MY DRUG 

of choice. I live to get my 

hands on the latest issue, 
and enjoy the visual feasts that liven 
up every page. It's definitely an in- 
curable addiction, and Preview is 
just one of the many magazines I 
subscribe to every month. 

More than the luxurious clothes, countless 
shopping options and enticing beauty spreads, 
des the bylines that grab my attention. Given the 
‘chance to join a Preview shoot, Iwas beyond ex- 
cited because it meant working with the people 
who give life to the mag. 

The photo shoot had a stellar cast: Pat Dy, the 
man behind the lens; Lois, the model; Ria, the 
makeup maven; Anne, the fashion ed; and 
Vince, the creative director, 

I was present throughout the action! 1 was 
the willing intern ready to do the errands, fol- 
Jow orders, fold the clothes and whatnot. 


Armloads 

The shoot was set 10 a.m. at the Pat Dy Stu- 
dio in Greenhills. To make sure I wouldn't have 
any horrifying intern blunders, I came in 20 
minutes before call time. Anne Bella came in 
shortly after, lugging armloads of shopping bags 
anda large suitcase jampacked with clothes, ac- 
cessories, and footwear that were to be used for 
the shoot. 

Twas quickly put to work. My first task was to 
take out all the items from the bags and boxes, 
and line them up so that Anne would be able to 
see all the options. First things to unpack: 
footwear! It was a treat all in itself! I carefully 
unearthed shoe after pretty shoe out of their 
packaging, I saw different ways to pack 
footwear: from boxes placed inside paper bags, 
delicate cloth pouches, standard shoe boxes 
"with tissue sheets bunched up together, and 
even the plain clear plastic bag. 

‘There were sandals, platform shoes, boots 
and flats. I couldn't help but ogle at the collec 
tion of pretty footwear that was before me, but 1 


On the prowl 
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going bar tour for another 
Maxxium beverage that we had 
to inspect for a short while. We 
hung out with Alvin and the rest. 
of the Maxxium team, then Art 
and I trooped back to Makati for 
Celestial Night at Mezze in 
Greenbelt. 

For this ongoing event, 
Maxxum was awarding the 
best-looking couple with two 
bottles of Absolut. That night, 
Monique and I got to present 
celebrities Raymond Gutierrez 
and Bubbles Paraiso with Man- 
darin and Kurant flavors. 


Ad vehicles 

By 12:30, I was free to go. 
Normally, l'd meet up with my 
friends for more carousing, but 
to my surprise, I was exhausted. 
While the rest of the Maxxium 
team were meeting up at another 
bar just to chill out, I had to 
apologetically decline the invita- 
tion as 1 felt I had to call it a 
night. 

Being an on-premise associ- 
ate is alot of fun but it is certain- 
ly not a piece of cake. “We hold 
business meetings at 9-9:30 
p-m., which isn’t very common," 


makes 


the ability 


time. 


a week. 


Monique explained. 

The restaurants and bars that 
these associates visit are like ad- 
vertising vehicles for Maxxium 
brands, that’s why public rela- 
tions is at the core of their job. 
They have to establish good rap- 
port with proprietors and man- 
agers. The on-premise team also 

sure these establish- 
ments do put out the Maxxium 
displays and bottles stipulated 
in thecontract. 

Its one of the most fun and 
exciting jobs ever, but it has 
some special requirements, like 


and positive attitude all the 
It is mandatory to get 
along with everyone, regardless 
of how difficult he or she is. In 
addition, girls have to watch out. 
for men who may come on to 
them. And, of course, you have 
to maintain a lot of energy, as 
this "lifestyle" goes on five days 


"Is really more of a vocation 
than an occupation" Mykey 
said. "If you do it for the money, 
you won't last." 


E-mail the author at chloe, do- 
minique@yahoo.com 
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GOODIES galore! 


| was beyond excited 
to work with the people 
who give life to the mag 


had to snap out of it, for there were even more 
items to unpack. 

‘Anne's suitcase was filled with cotton shirts, 
luxe dresses, tops and pants, bags, and acces- 
sories with semiprecious stones, dog tags and 
tons of other trinkets. I stayed clear away from 
the Balenciaga garment bags though. I was 
afraid to let my unworthy student.on-an-al- 
lowance hands touch something so luxe and 
‘way beyond my means. 

For my next task, I helped Maya, an assistant 
from Summit, tape the undersoles of all shoes. 
This was done so that the items could be re- 
turned to the shops and companies they were 
pulled out from in perfect condition. I was ex- 
tremely careful, especially since most of the 


shoes would take me decades to save up for and 
afford! 

Soon, the shoot got going, And I must say it 
was such a graceful dance. 

‘Anne would thoughtfully pick out the items 
that would bring to life the visual concept. Then 
with Ria's makeup wisdom, the sweet and sim- 
ple model would make a 360-degree transfor- 
mation. (Sorry, no spoilers here! You'll have to 
watch out for the July issue of Preview to see 
what I mean.) When everything was set, Lois 
the model would take her place in front of the 
camera, Vince would tell her how to pose, and 
Pat would snap away. 

Details 

learned that it pays to give attention to ev- 
ery detail. Vince would make a simple sugges- 
tion—a slight drop of the shoulders, the parting 
of the lips, a scrunch of the hair, tiptoeing to 
elongate the leg—and that simple thing would 
lead to the creation of that one perfect shot. 

Once the editors were satisfied, the slate was 
wiped clean and a new look would be brought 
ойе. 

Halfway during the shoot, I experienced my 
weirdest intern moment. The next look re- 
quired stick straight hair. That was a big prob- 
lem since the model's hair was teased like there 
was по tomorrow for the earlier shot. The 
makeup artist almost went out of the studio to 
get shampoo, but we didn’t have a towel and re- 
alized that shampooing and blow-drying would 
take such a long time. 

Good thing Lois remembered she had a 
spritzer of hair detangler. She quickly whipped 
that out of her bag, and the three of us spent the 
next 15 minutes combing her hair straight, sec- 
tion by section. Ir was such a weird sight, but we 
did a good job! 

‘The team was able to create a total of four 
main looks, and a couple of other options as 
well. All throughout the six-hour shoot, I kept 
my eyes open, absorbing and observing how the 
most creative minds in the industry worked. 

That was exactly why I wanted to intem at 
Preview: to see and be part of the goings-on be- 
hind the scenes. 

As I was folding the clothes, removing the 


safety tape and putting the footwear back into 
their respective boxes, I realized that every mo- 
ment I had spent in that studio was a worth- 
while experience. 

Months from now, when that fashion spread 
comes out, 1 will happily look at the Preview 
pages and be happily reminded that, even for 
just one day, I was part of this revered magazine. 


E-mail the author at zeecastro@yahoo.com 

Only students seeking to fulfil curriculum re- 
quirements are qualified to apply at this time. 
Send resumé to gamipadillQsummit- 
media.com.ph or call the HR through the Summit 
trunkline, 6318971 


MODEL Lois getting 
prepped up for the 
shoot 


to retain an amiable 


MONIQUE and the author after having awarded Bubbles Paraiso and 


Raymond Gutierrez at Mezze’s Celestial Night 
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See poster mechanics for complete details 


THE AUTHOR and Mykey posing with an Absolut beer mat at 


Sidebar Café 
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... LIFESTYLE?! 


Checking out bars every nigh ls an on-premise associate 
of Absolut is definitely fun and exciting, but it is not as easy as it sounds 


‘Win P10,000 worth of shopping credit or a fabulous make over! 
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 3, 2006 


KRISTIN and the author fixing the Absolut display at Jalpur 


Text and Photos By Cheryl Tiu 
ZbUI Correspondent. 


THIS HAS GOT TO BE ONE OF 
the coolest jobs ever Imagine 
clocking in at the office at 3 p.m. 
Your opening tasks include check- 
ing e-mails and blogging about the 
previous night's events. At around 
5 p.m., you grab the car keys to 
make the rounds of your key ac- 
counts—i.e. restaurants and 
bars—in the city. 

By midnight, your “day” officially ends. 
While the rest of the world enjoys after-of- 
fice happy hours from 6-8 p.m. to unwind 
after a full day, your respite is more like an 
open bar, And soon enough, you're off par- 
tying the night away with the rest of the 
nocturnal world. 

Sounds like fun? It certainly is. But itis al- 
soa lot of hard work. 


Laid-back office 

Thad the opportunity to experience being 
an on-premise associate for Absolut Vodka 
one Friday a few weeks ago. I met my team 
at Maxxium, the marketing, sales and distri- 
bution arm owned by Rémy-Cointreau, The 
Edrington Group, Jim Beam Brands and the 
Vin & Spirit Group (which owns and pro- 
duces Absolut). 

On-premise/events manager Art Hynd- 
man and his associates Kristin Lim, 
Monique Jamlang, Mykey Marquez and 


Alvin Degamo welcomed me to their office, 
which was unlike any other, as it included a 
bar and a pool table (how fun and laid- 
backl). 

They explained to me the details of their 
work, Each of them has assigned regions 
around Metro Manila (and also outside of 
Metro Manila, but more on a monthly ba- 
sis), and each night meant visiting 4-5 
restaurants or bars, Accounts are classified 
as new, traditional, exclusive, etc., so they 
could gauge which of Maxxium's various 
brands would do well based on their target 
market. 

For that particular night, Art and I were to 
visit four different regions and meet with 
each associate at his or her corresponding 
venue, My itinerary for the night looked like 
this: 

7 p.m.—Sidebar Café, Ortigas (Mykey) 

8:30 p.m.—Prince of Jaipur, Bonifacio 
Global City (Kristin) 

11 pm.—Packos Grill, Quezon City 
(Alvin) 

12midnight—Mezze, Greenbelt (Monique) 

At Sidebar Café, we met with manager 
Cyrus and ate, drank and conversed with 
him. Then Mykey showed me how to check 
on the Absolut bottles and beer mats. Art 
and I then headed over to Prince of Jaipur, 
where we met with Kristin and were enter- 
tained by the mesmerizing art of belly-danc- 
ing and by ever-congenial proprietor Mr. 
Max. 

Then we headed off to Packo's Grill all the 
way in Quezon City, where there was an on- 
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Get 2 concert tickets for every purchase at select Levi's?Stores. The first 50 + 1 to show up in their Levi's®501jeans in each concert venue get limited ed. CD's, posters & shirts for free! 


Manila: May 5, 2006, The Fort Plaza: Pupil Imago 6Cyclemind Urbandub Up Dharma Down Callalily Angul 


Cebu: May 6,2006, Off Roads: Pupil Shella and the insects Smooth Friction Powerspoonz Faspitch Вади 
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lo Davao: May 5,2006, The Venue: Sugarfree GolarryGo Mackiná Tabularasa 


2006, SM Entertainment Center Spongecola Menaya Rain Band 2nd Squad Messed Up 


